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WindmillsWindmills   
  

--  In Australia In Australia --   
  

  

  

A windmill is a wind driven mechanical pumpA windmill is a wind driven mechanical pump   

used to pump water from a water source to a used to pump water from a water source to a 

containment area. These areas can include dams,containment area. These areas can include dams,   

reservoirs, animal drinking troughs or water tanks. reservoirs, animal drinking troughs or water tanks. 

Windmills can also be used to pump water fromWindmills can also be used to pump water from   

a containment area where water is not wanted.a containment area where water is not wanted.   

  

Windmills have been used in Australia fromWindmills have been used in Australia from   

as early as 1803 and possibly even earlier.as early as 1803 and possibly even earlier.   
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http://www.kaniva.info/sheep-art
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Courtesy National Library Australia. Courtesy National Library Australia.   

J A M E S  A L S T O N  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/alston-james-5008


DD E F I N I T I O NE F I N I T I O N   

  

A windmill is a wind powered pump 

used to transfer water from one location 

to another using the power of the wind 

to power a mechanical pump. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windpump
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For reasons unknown, windpumps 

have generally been referred to as 

windmills in Australia since the 

beginning of settlement. 



WW I N D P U M P SI N D P U M P S   V SV S .  W.  W I N D M I L L SI N D M I L L S     

  

The Argus Newspaper (1848-1957) 

mentions 'Windmill' 26,891 times 

and 'Windpump' just three. 



  

  

Windmill - 1803 
 

First mention of 'Windmill' in an 

Australian Newspaper was in the 

'Sydney Gazette and New South 

Wales Advertiser', Sunday 

1 May 1803. 

 

'NOW ON SALE - At the house of 

J. Waldron - near the new windmill,  

on the rocks.' 

Windpump - 1844 
 

First mention of 'Windpump' in an 

Australian Newspaper was in the 

'Mainland Mercury and Hunter River 

General Advertiser', Saturday 

3 August 1844. 

 

'The well at present is only five feet  

diameter, and the windpump empties 

it in thirty minutes.' 

First Mentioned 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticleJpg/625547
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticlePdf/668419
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Water is pumped from a 

local water source to the 

elevated water tank. 

 

Having the tank higher 

than the outlet means gravity 

makes the water flow from 

the outlets with pressure. 

Without pressure, there 

would be no flow. 
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Courtesy National Library Australia.Courtesy National Library Australia.  
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Courtesy National Library Australia. Courtesy National Library Australia.   
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Curved blades first 

introduced by James 

Alston capture the 

wind more effectively 

Gearing and oil 

sumps facilitate 

the efficient transfer 

of mechanical energy 
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Courtesy State Library Victoria.Courtesy State Library Victoria.  
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'epic''epic''epic'   
 

epic - (adjective)  Surpassing the usual or ordinary 

ePic - (noun)  Illustrated by electronic pictures 
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