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DD E F I N I T I O NE F I N I T I O N   

    

TRUNK 
 

The main woody stem of a tree that 

extends from above the roots and 

ground, to the branches. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trunk_(botany)
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FF A C T SA C T S   

    

ROOTS 
 

A tree is held upright by the roots of the tree. 

They are strong woody underground branches 

that extend outward from the tree trunk. 

Roots absorb moisture and nutrients. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Araucaria_bidwillii
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FF A C T SA C T S   

    

NUTRIENTS 
 

Roots help hold up a tree, but they also 

draw in moisture and nutrients from 

the soil under the tree. 
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The only 

tree in our 

district with 

its own 

Google 

Guide site 

https://goo.gl/maps/AW1A5LNM9f32
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DD E F I N I T I O NE F I N I T I O N   

    

BARK 
 

The outer protective layer of tissue that surrounds 

all stems, roots and woody plants, such as trees. 

Bark is most evident on tree trunks.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bark
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STUMP 
 

The remains of a tree near ground level once it 

 has been cut down or knocked down. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_stump
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FF A C T SA C T S   

    

PROTECTION 
 

While bark looks different on each tree, 

it shares the same purpose. Bark protects 

trees from injury, disease and helps shield 

against extreme temperature variations. 

Bark on some tree species will help protect 

the tree from the heat of wildfires, though 

this is not always the case and crown fires or 

long-burning ground fires will kill most trees. 
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OTHER USES 
 

The following pages showcase 

some other tree trunk uses 
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HOLLOW 
 

A tree hollow is a semi-enclosed cavity 

that has formed in a tree and are most 

prominent in older trees. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_hollow
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The Herbig Family Tree is located on the outskirts of Springton in South 

Australia and was once home to German immigrant Johann Friedrich 

Herbig. Johann arrived in South Australia in 1855, worked in the area and 

leased a small parcel of land from his employer George Angas where the 

tree was located. He lived in the base of the tree for a number of years. 

 

On 27 July 1858, aged 30 years, he married 18 year old Anna Caroline 

Rattey and they moved into the base of the tree where he had previously 

been living. Within a year Caroline had given birth to the first of their 

16 children. They continued to live in the tree until after the birth of their 

second child. By 1867 they owned the land they had been leasing and 

were living in a house with their children. 

 

Friedrick died on 18 October 1886 while crossing a 

creek. He was aged 58 and died with assets totalling 

6,300 pound. Caroline, who could not read, write or 

speak English, raise the children. She died on 

19 March 1927 aged 87. 

 

Today the old tree is a popular roadside attraction. It 

was established as a tourism attraction in 1968 and 

interpretative signage provides a history. The Herbig 

well and a wooden trough can also be found nearby. 

 

Click on the Google Guide link on the previous page 

for more photographs and to gain directions to this 

amazing historical and natural landmark. 

LIVING IN A TREE TRUNK 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/160754993
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/160754993
https://www.southaustralianhistory.com.au/herbig.htm
https://goo.gl/maps/Nkfk4Lbff1s
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epic - (adjective)  Surpassing the usual or ordinary 

ePic - (noun)  Illustrated by electronic pictures 
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