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Colour

David & Debbie Hibbert

Colour makes our world more exciting,
magical and beautiful to behold.
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COLOUR

Colour (color in America) Is a characteristic
of light by which we are made aware of colourful
objects or light sources. This occurs after light has

reflected from a surface or transmitted from
a light source such as a globe. Light and Colour
IS perceived by receptors found in our eyes.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color
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HUE

Hue IS a term used to describe dominant colour
families. In painting, a hue is the pure colour withou
tint, tone or shade. White, black and grey are neve
referred to as a hue. Colour on the other hand Is ¢
global term used to describe all colours, hues,
tints, tones and shades.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hue
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SATURATION

Saturation is a term used to describe the purity or
Intensity of a colour. It refers to the light intensity

of a colour and its distribution across a spectrum
of different wavelengths. The smaller the number o
wavelengths, the more saturated (pure) the colour |
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ARTIFICIAL

Artificial Colours Made by Man
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artificiality
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plasma_globe
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PENCILS
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ARTISTRY

Colours in Art
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COLOUR WHEEL

A round chart showing hues (primary colours),
as well as secondary colours and tertiary colours
In an easy to understand illustration. Colour wheel

break colour up into various groups and are often
used in artistry and publishing as they can help
us select the best colours for our talk.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color_wheel

BASIC RGB
ADDITIVE
COLOUR WHEEL

Useful for creating digital arts for display on screens

Also known as colour circles, they are a tool
for helping artists and publishers to understand
colour and select the best colours for their
works. There are many different types of
illustrations used to show relationships
between colours. This chart is one of the more
basic and is universally accepted by artists
and publishers.

Colour wheels break colour up into various
different groups, such as primary colours
(hues), secondary colours and tertiary colours.
Primary colours are colours that cannot be
made by mixing other colours, but can be
mixed to make all other colours. For instance
mixing red and blue will make the secondary
colour magenta. Mixing a primary colour with a
secondary colour will create tertiary colours.

Additive wheels such as this one have the
primary colours red, blue and green (RBG)
equally spaced around the circle.

Secondary (adjoining) colours are magenta,
cyan and yellow. Tertiary colours are rose,
violet, azure, spring green, chartreuse and
orange.

Complimentary colours are colours that are
opposite each other on the colour wheel.
When used together they will appear most
vibrant. This can be done for dramatic effect.
Using colours found on the wheel next to each
other can be used to create artistic works that
are more subtle to the human eye.

Don't be afraid to try different colour
combinations and have fun with
your creative works.

PRIMARY

COLOUR WHEEL

PRIMARY COLOUR

Secondary colour

MAGENTA

PRIMARY




TINT, TONE & SHADE

Understanding the difference

There are more colours available for use
than those few pure and fully saturated
colours (hues) found on the edge of
colour wheels. Further colour variation is
achieved through the use of tints, tones
and shades (often referred to as TTS).

Tints

Tints are created when you add white to a
hue. For instance adding white to violet
creates light pink. Adding white to orange
creates peach. These are often likened to
the watercolour colours.

Tones

Tones are created when you add grey to
a hue. These colours are more
unsaturated and considered duller.

Shades

Shades are created when you add black
to a hue. This can make the colour
darker, richer and create moodiness.

Hues, tints, tones and shades are all valid
colours and a seasoned artist is able to
create and use them without the use of a
colour wheel or TTS chart, due to their
knowledge and experience. However
using charts such as this one can help
artists better visualise where they are
taking their creative work.

 TINT, TONES AND SHADES

ORIGINAL HUE

Tints, tones and shades are created by adding
white, grey or black to hues, as seen below.
Any primary, secondary or tertiary colour
can have this process applied to them.

By adding
white to this
hue, you
create tints

By adding
grey to this "ONE 2
hue, you -
create tones
By adding
black to this SHADE 1 SHADE 2 SHADE 3 SHADE 4
hue, you
create shades
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Artist Martha Berkeley, Courtesy NLA


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martha_Berkeley

FARMING SCENE PAINTED IN MODERN OIL COLOURS

Copyright © Artist Peter Matheson





















































































































































































































































































































































































































