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Cheviot Tunnel was first opened on 12 November 1889 and was Victoria's longest rail 

tunnel at that time at 600 feet (201 metres). It was located centrally between Molesworth 

and Yea and is 3.6 km east of the old Cheviot Railway Station and served as a vital part 

of the Mansfield branch line from 1889 to 1978. The tunnel cut through the McLaugh-

lin's Gap at the southern end of the Black Range. 

 

The Cheviot siding located just west of the tunnel opened in the 1880s and allowed for 

timber transported from the Murrindindi State Forest sawmills to be loaded onto rail 

trucks, bound for Melbourne. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Name:  Cheviot Tunnel 

Opened:  12 November 1889 

Location:  Yea Victoria 

Purpose:  Railway Tunnel 

Construction: Hand made bricks 

Cheviot Tunnel was built as a means of 

taking the new Mansfield branch line from 

one side of a hill, to the other. Three men 

died from injuries sustained at the site 

during the tunnel's construction. 
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Timber was hauled out of the forest to Cheviot by horse and wagon until 1905 when a 

three foot gauge railway line was built to do this heavy and dangerous work. In 1922 

two large cranes were built at the Cheviot siding for lifting the wood from the timber 

trucks onto the rail trucks. This system of transport operated up until 1937 when road 

trucks took over the role of transporting timber directly from the forests to the mills.  
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Figure 1 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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During the construction of Cheviot Tunnel, work conditions were poor and resulted in 

multiple accidents, including two deaths. Twenty four year old Peter Byrne and John  

Jordan both died from injuries received as a result of an explosion on 14 December 

1887. Peter died at the scene and John died two days later in a Melbourne hospital. 

 

Another worker (Mr Fennel) suffered severe bruising when caught under a rockfall     

during construction. Twenty four year old Daniel Driscoll died in May 1889 from        

injuries he sustained from a rockfall that also occurred at the construction site. The work 

on the Yea to Molesworth section of the line ran behind time due in part to these inci-

dents and did not open until 12 November 1889. The Molesworth to Merton section 

opened in 1890 and the Merton to Mansfield section opened 1891. 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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An interesting aspect of the tunnel construction was that it was designed so that its own 

weight added structural strength to the roof and walls. The upper brickwork was posi-

tioned in a wedge like fashion ensuring that the weight of the soil and rock above the 

brickwork forced the bricks downwards and together (Figure 1). The bricks were made 

on site out of clay from a local clay deposit by Mr F. Neild for Kelly Bros. Neild later 

became the proprietor of the richest gold mine in New South Wales (at that time). 

 

The tunnel rose on a gradual gradient ratio of 60:1. This meant that for every 60 metres 

of tunnel, it rose one metre in height. The tunnel is highest at the Molesworth end. An-

other point of interest is that there is a 1.4 km long wooden trestle bridge over the Yea 

River. It is located just west of the tunnel before the Yea township. The rail line between 

Trawool and Mansfield was decommissioned on 8 November 1978 and passenger ser-

vices were replaced with bus services in May 1977. 

 

Today the tunnel exists as a significant historical attraction on the 'Great Victorian Rail 

Trail'. Visitors can walk, bike ride or ride their horses through the tunnel and take in its 

beauty. Inside the tunnel you can experience the structure up close for yourself as well as 

the cooler temperatures normally associated with tunnels of this length. 

 

Remnants of the railway can still be found today. Some lantern hooks still exist where 

lanterns once hung for lighting. Alcoves built into the brick walls still exist where pedes-

trians once stood as trains passed.  

 

Historical signage placed in 2008 was designed by Russel Wealands and sponsored by 

Gary Pollard. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

http://www.esplash.me/pdf/br_048_Yea_Cheviot_Rail_Tunnel.pdf
https://goo.gl/maps/nhK8n5iiyeQ2
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14 December 1887 An explosion at the construction site immediately killed 24 year 

old Peter Byrne and severely injured John Jordan, who died two 

days later in a Melbourne hospital. Peter was buried at the Yea 

township cemetery. 

 

Unknown A man by the name of Fennel was injured by a rockfall. 

 

May 1889 A 24 year old man by the name of Daniel Driscoll was severely 

injured by a rockfall at the construction site. He died and was 

buried at the Yea Cemetery. 

 

12 November 1889 The Cheviot Tunnel opened. 

 

16 December 1899 Article in the Yea Chronicle identified Mr. F Neild as being the 

makers of the bricks for the Cheviot Tunnel (made for Kenny 

Bros.). He was also described as being the present proprietor of 

the richest gold mine in New South Wales. 

 

December 1889 The Yea to Molesworth section of the rail branch line was 

opened. 

 

December 1889 The opening of the Cheviot Railway siding. 

 

1891  Timber from the ranges began being brought to the Cheviot Rail-

way Station, for transportation on the rail system. 

  

1892 Balham Station, just east of Cheviot Tunnel was opened. 

 

1893 Balham Station closed one year after opening. 

 

Late 1800s The first timber tramway line to Cheviot Tunnel was opened. 

 

15 September 1911 A major train derailment occurred at Harvey’s Gully, 4 miles 

east of Cheviot Tunnel. 

 

1977-1978 The Train Line was closed with the last Passenger train passing 

T I M E L I N E  
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through the tunnel on 28 May 1977 and goods train on  

8 November 1978. 

 

Mid 2008 A new heritage sign was erected at the tunnel highlighting its 

history. The sign was produced by passionate locals Gary Pollard 

(printing) and Russell Wealands (research and graphic design). 
 
2010 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 
 
2011 The 'Great Victorian Rail Trail' from Tallarook to Mansfield was 

opened to the public. This included access through the Cheviot 
Tunnel. 

 
January 2012 The 7 km Alexandra section of the 'Great Victorian Rail Trail' is 

opened. 
 
 

T I M E L I N E  
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Driver Jim Rae driving a J Class locomotive east through Cheviot Tunnel December 1958 
 

Jim & Valda Rae 

G A L L E R Y  
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G A L L E R Y  

Cheviot Tunnel on 6 January 2007 — when it could be driven through 
 

Photograph © Denis Martin  2015 
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TUNNEL SAFETY 

The tunnel has built-in alcoves where pedestrians 

could move out of the path of trains. This area still 

had an old hand made nail where workers hung 

lanterns. Today birds rest on the nail. 

WATER GUTTERS 

Drainage gutters are located at both ends of the tun-

nel. These move water away from the tunnel 

G A L L E R Y  
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Locally made bricks produced 

with clay sourced from the Yea 

area. 

Before sealing in 2012 

G A L L E R Y  
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The west tunnel entrance from above 2012 

WATER LEAKAGE 

Water seepage through gaps in the brickwork is evident. 

The bricks were made from local clay 

G A L L E R Y  
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The west tunnel entrance from above 2012 

G A L L E R Y  
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Local Yea Pharmacist Gary Pollard (left) who sponsored the printing of the new 

Cheviot Tunnel sign and Russel Wealands (right) who conducted the historical research 

and did the graphic design. 

 

The sign was erected mid 2008 to promote this magnificent hidden treasure and to 

provide informative background to the tunnel and its long history. 

 
 

Photograph © Copyright Russell Wealands 2008. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Signage at Cheviot Tunnel 

erected in mid 2008 and 

photographed here in 2014. 
 

Signage produced by Gary Pollard and 

Russell Wealands for the Yea Historical 

Society Inc. 

G A L L E R Y  
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In this image taken in May 2011 you can see that Cheviot Tunnel was sealed 

through its entire 200 metre length prior to the Rail Trail opening 

G A L L E R Y  
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C H E V I O T T U N N E L M A Y 2011  

The unfinished Rail Trail in May 2011 (left side of photo) heads west from Cheviot Tunnel 

towards Yea. To the right is Cheviot Road, that leads you back to Limestone Road.  



NEWSPAPERS 
R E L AT E D  N E W S PA P E R  A R T I C L E S  
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Maker of the bricks for the Cheviot Tunnel identified as Mr. F Neild. He was also described as 

being the present proprietor of the richest gold mine in New South Wales. 
 

Yea Chronicle, Thursday 16 November 1899 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/59749144


Artworkz 

 

Serving the Community 


