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John Robert Merlo (as he later became known) was born Giovanni Roberto Merlo to 

parents Pietro and Ursula Merlo Lena, of Tirano, in the province of Sondrio, Lombardy, 

Italy. He was raised in a moderately wealthy family, with his father working as a wine 

merchant. In December 1860 at 22 years of age (listed as 25 for legal reasons), he sailed 

from Le Havre in France to Melbourne, Australia aboard the ship Green Jacket. The 

vessel, which carried 150 passengers, arrived in Melbourne in March 1861. Giovanni 

was later naturalized John Robert Merlo. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Name:  Giovanni (John) Merlo 

Born:  1837 

Location:  Vila De Torano, Lombardy, Italy 

Migrated:  Dec 1860, arrived Mar 1861 

Ship:  Green Jacket 

John was born in Italy in 1837, travelled to 
Australian in 1861 and moved to the 
Alexandra District in 1867. Here he worked 
as a miner, farmer and maker of quality  
wine. Today his old homestead is under the 
water at Coller Bay, Lake Eildon. 

Glen Hope as photographed 

by Paul Merlo in 1900 



Page 5 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

John first settled in Ballarat where he struggled to make ends meet. He was later a 

shareholder of the All Comers Goldmine, but made little money from the venture. While 

at Ballarat he became good friends with another shareholder by the name of J F Jackson, 

who was from the small rural township of Alexandra in Central Victoria. Also while at 

Ballarat, he attended local dances and it was at one dance that he met his English bride, 

19 year old Mary Ann Elizabeth Tuddenham. It is said that she tripped and fell in his lap!  

When John was 29 they married at St Alipius Catholic Church at East Ballarat. 

 

In 1867 when word of a new gold strike near Alexandra was spreading, they uprooted 

themselves and moved to Durham Gully, near Alexandra. It is possible that the move 

was at least partly influenced by John's friend Mr Jackson. It is possible that Mr Jackson 

also travelled with them, however this remains unconfirmed. Once established locally 

and after pegging out and registering a claim, they lived in a simple tent until John was 

able to build them a basic miner's hut. 

 

Firstly John's attempts at mining were largely unsuccessful, which was the case with 

most miners attending the rush. But in time and with perseverance his luck changed and 

reports tell us that he was even able to drop some small nuggets into his wife’s apron. 

 

In 1868, Mary Ann’s brother John joined them in the Alexandra District and a small 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Merlo’s Homestead in 1999. 
Photograph © Copyright 2010 Lawrence Hood 
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company 'Merlo and Co.' was established. The partnership went on to produce 

significant amounts of gold, with some crushes returning up to 35oz per ton. Over time 

this high yield subsided by which time they had established themselves financially. 

 

In 1871, the Durham Gully School was established after the community worked together 

to create an education platform for their children. They built a simple timber hut, that 

was later to become too derelict for children to attend in the winter months. The school 

was officially gazetted by the Government in 1874, two years after the Education Act 

began. While the family lived at Durham Gully, Ursula, Peter, James and John Jnr all 

attended the school. 

 

In 1876, it was reported that Mary Merlo had contributed a pair of fowls to the 

Alexandra Cottage Hospital — Bruce Auction and Carnival. It is believed that Mary had 

given birth to at least some of her children at this hospital. On 15 February that same 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Fraser National Park homestead 

from the air in 1994. 
Photograph © Julie Lax 2012. 
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year, John’s Durham Gully mining lease was declared void by the Office of Mines. On 

10 March 1887 John was listed in a petition in the Alexandra Times and he was listed as 

being from Spring Creek. 

 

While the family were living at Durham Gully, John broadened his fossicking adventures 

to include the Puzzle Ranges (along the Skyline road) located to the east of Durham 

Gully. It was here in 1880 that the next stage of his gold success was to eventuate. John 

found small amounts of gold there, then applied for and received a miner's lease in 1880. 

He sunk two shafts to develop the mining lease further and once he was happy there was 

sufficient gold to be found, he cut in an adit (tunnel) connecting the two shafts, to extract 

the gold. The official mining claim was for an area referred to as being on the upper 

Galatea Gully. This was part of the headwaters of Mountaineer Creek. 

 

John called the mine the 'Solferino', after a war in his homeland which was fought near 

the small township of Solferino on 24 July 1859, not that many years before he travelled 

to Australia. The second Italian War of Independence, was also fought by over 300,000 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Fraser National Park homestead 

from the air in 1994. 
Photograph © Julie Lax 2012. 
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The Merlo Homestead in 1986, along with some of the trees he planted. 

The property was known for having a row of cypress pines. 
 

Photograph © Copyright Lawrence Hood 

soldiers near the township of Solferino, and was the last war in world history where the 

armies were under the direct command of their country's monarchs. Causalities were 

high, with a combined loss of over 5,000 men and 22,000 wounded. A young Swiss 

social activist and businessman by the name of Jean-Henri Dunant, who witnessed the 

suffering of the wounded soldiers after the battle, was so emotionally taken by their 

plight that he started the initial moves that in part led to the creation of the 'International 

Red Cross' organisation and the 'Geneva Convention'. 

 

John was a strongly patriotic character, both for Australia and for his homeland. By 

naming his mine the 'Solferino, he was also making a statement of support for his 

country of origin and a statement of his nationalistic character. 

 

The workings at the Solferino mine were extensive, with much of the quartz being 

removed from the top shaft, where three basic roads converged. It is believed, but not 

confirmed, that a battery (also known as a crusher or stamper) may have operated on a 

flat area located near the top shaft. What appears to be pole holes were still visible in 

2011. 

 

In 1883, John was awarded a selection of around 100 acres in an area now known as 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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Coller Bay. The selection application was made after newly found friend John Forsyth 

(of the Maintongoon Sheep Run) encouraged him to do so. Soon afterwards John 

commenced work on a three room house on the selection. The house was constructed 

with split palings, a hardwood floor and shingle roof. Hessian bags lined the walls to 

reduce drafts passing between the palings. Eventually the walls where lined with 

newspapers and fixed using a fine clay from the local Perfect Cure Creek. All wood was 

from local trees and John processed the lumber with his own 12 inch broad axe. The 

main living area of their homestead comprised a rudimentary fireplace and it was here 

that the cooking was done. A hand-made table was used for food preparation, eating and 

cleaning. 

 

In 1884, son Peter (aged 16) left the district for New Zealand and later married. The 

union was to eventually produce three sons.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Glen Hope circa 1900 
Courtesy Hazel Merlo 

and Ron Turner 2012. 
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In 1888 the family finally abandoned the older Puzzle Ranges' home and moved into 

their new homestead. This meant the family was finally all living together in one home 

instead of being separated. At this time the Merlo family still had eight children at home, 

and a new extension was added which became known as the boy’s bedroom as the older 

two boys took this room. 

 

By 1889 when John applied for his first 14 year lease on his property. the homestead had 

become a well established property and much closer to being self supporting. It included 

a vegetable garden, crops and livestock, with horses, pigs, sheep, cows and poultry birds. 

John had also established a large vineyard and over time his wine became known as a 

very successful brew. His wine ultimately became a record of his success as he was 

unable to fulfil all his yearly wine orders. A cellar was built to house the casks and 

bottles and his stock was often used to barter for goods and services of equal cost. It is 

said that John's wine would have been far more successful, if not for the inaccessibility 

of his property to larger markets. 

 

During the 1890s, a further 220 acres (comprising two leases) were added to the first 

property. All three leases were paid off without incident, thanks to a steady flow of 

revenue from his gold fossicking and his wine and farming businesses. 

 

During the late 1890s and into the 1900s, the rabbits entered plaque proportions and this 

created havoc for their vegetable garden, crops and vineyard. A paling fence was erected 

as part of an effort to stop them entering the property. The fence was patrolled daily and 

rabbits shot or poisoned. 

 

In 1899 the decision was made to build a bigger home at the front of the old home. The 

new home was built in 1900 and the property was named Glen Hope. The large 

homestead building included two more bedrooms, a dining room, store room and attic. 

 

The boys all became strong farm hands with proficiency in blacksmithing and 

woodwork. Paul learnt to repair watches and was possibly the best at working with 

wood, building machinery and repairing many of the farm items that fell into disrepair. 

John Jnr and Paul were self taught photographers, with John Jnr building his first 

camera. Few of these photographic works survive. The girls would often work on the 

larger homesteads found around the district. These included Wappan Estate and the 

Maintongoon Homestead. 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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In 1905, 19 year old Joseph became ill and was taken to Alexandra Hospital before being 

transported to Mrs Maddern’s Private Hospital in Nicholson Street, Fitzroy via train. He 

died a short time later. His remains were returned to the district and interred at the 

Alexandra Cemetery. This was the first catastrophe for the Merlo family in Australia. 

 

In 1910, John became ill and Paul returned to the farm to help his mother keep the 

property. In March 1911, tests in Melbourne revealed John had a liver condition and 

kidney complaint. This was likely causing his severe hypertension and itchy rash that is 

reported to have covered much of his body. By April he was in St Vincent’s Hospital 

seriously ill. Upon his return from hospital, he and Mary moved into Alexandra to live 

with their daughter Mary and son-in-law William Meyers. 

 

This gave them an advantage of being close to the Alexandra Cottage Hospital and able 

to receive better care and attention. Paul moved back to Melbourne soon afterwards and 

worked with the Board of Works. John passed away on 14 November 1912 at the 

residence of his daughter and her husband William. John was aged 75 years and was 

buried with his son Joseph at the Alexandra Cemetery. Mary eventually sold Glen Hope 

to Herbert Coller in 1924. He turned the farm into a stud, sheep and merino farm and 

bred Corriedale sheep, a dual purpose breed that were used in the production of both 

meat and wool. 

 

In 1956 Lake Eildon was flooded as part of the establishment of the Big Eildon 

irrigation dam. This inundation saw Glen Hope lost under the waters of Lake Eildon. In 

the mid 1900s as Victoria and parts of New South Wales sank into drought, no one 

would have anticipated that it would last for nearly 15 years. The lack of water in the 

lake left many local tourism based businesses struggling to make ends meet and the 

township of Eildon suffered as a result. However tourist numbers to Coller Bay were 

impacted in a positive way as people travelled to see the historic remnants of the Merlo 

Homestead (Glen Hope). The drought finally turned in 2010 when the district was gifted 

with the wettest year on record and by 2011 the lake was at 85 percent capacity. It is 

likely that the next time the water of Lake Eildon recedes enough to expose Glen Hope, 

it may no longer be standing, since exposure to air and sunlight will have accelerated its 

deterioration. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  



TIMELINE 
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1839 John Robert Merlo (as he later became known) was born 
Giovanni Roberto Merlo, to parents Pietro and Ursula 
Merlo Lena, of Tirano, in the province of Sondrio, 
Lombardy, Italy. 

 
24 July 1859 The second Italian War of Independence was fought near 

the Township of Solferino, Italy.  
 
December 1860 Giovanni John Merlo left Le Havre, France, aboard the ship 

Green Jacket with 150 other passengers. 

 
March 1861 Giovanni John Merlo arrived at Melbourne Australia. John 

was 22 years of age at the time (though it was reported that 
he was 25 for legal reasons). 

 
30 April 1867 John married 19 year old spinster Mary Ann Elizabeth 

Tuddenham at East Ballarat. John was aged 29. 

 
Early 1867 John and his family moved from Ballarat to Alexandra 

District, settling first in Durham Gully and living in a tent. 
 
Late 1867 First child Ursula was born at Alexandra. 

 
1868 John Tuddenham, Mary’s brother joined them, and together 

they became Merlo & Co. 
 
Around 1868 Peter, the oldest son was born. 
 
1871 The Durham Gully School began, after the community 

worked together to create an education platform for their 
children. It was officially gazetted by the Government of 
the day in 1874, two years after the Education act began. 

 
1876 Mrs Merlo contributed a pair of fowls to the Alexandra 

Cottage Hospital - Bruce Auction and Carnival. 
 
15 February 1876 John’s Durham Gully mining lease was declared void by the 

T I M E L I N E  
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Office of Mines. 

 
April 1871 John Tuddenham married Julia Clarke, a local miner's 

daughter, in Alexandra, with 50 guests. 
 
1880 John lodged a claim for an area of land in the Puzzle 

Ranges. The area was in the headwaters of the Mountaineer 
Creek, along Galatea Gully. The mine was called the 
'Solferino' mine. 

 
1880 The older Merlo children began attending Doon public 

school, which had opened in September of 1878. They 
travelled 10 km to the part-time school. 

 
Late 1880 John Tuddenham and his wife left the district, settling in 

Urana N.S.W. 
 
1882 John applied for a selection of land, after receiving advice 

from pastoralist John Forsyth of the Maintongoon Run. 
 
March 1883 John was granted a selection of land in Coller Bay, to build 

upon. Registration of the selection cost one pound. A house 
was built within a month, with the help of his older children 
(Peter James and John Jnr). 

 
10 March 1887 John Merlo’s name was listed in a petition in the Alexandra 

Times as being from Spring Creek. 
 
Unknown John Merlo purchased a 300 acre block of land on the 

Goulburn River, and called it Glen Hope. They raised their 
11 children there. 

 
2 July 1894 Certificate of Naturalisation granted to John Merlo 

(certificate number 5954). John was aged 58. 
 
11 October 1895 John wrote to the Alexandra Standard over a complaint with 

a mining neighbour, who was allegedly not complying with 

T I M E L I N E  
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the lands regulations of the time in regards to vermin 
control. 

 
1900 A larger house was built at Glen Hope. By now the property 

included a vineyard, pigsty, vegetable garden and a pan 
toilet. 

 
October 1903 John Merlo and neighbour James Stone brought friend and 

neighbour Peter Ferrier Ross to the Alexandra hospital 
where he died. John Merlo always had an open door for 
Peter, and suggested he was a 'walking inquire within' with 
a great memory. 

 
14 November 1912 At age 75 John Merlo died and was buried at Alexandra 

Cemetery with his son Joseph.  

 
1911 John attended a Melbourne Specialist for a rash complaint. 
 
1914 The Glen Hope property was leased for grazing, as the 

property could no longer be maintained. 
 
1919 Hazel Merlo (Paul’s daughter) was born at Glen Hope. 
 
1924 The Glen Hope property was sold to the Coller family who 

had been looking to buy locally, after their own property 
further downstream from the Goulburn River was to be 
flooded by the Water Commissions Sugarloaf Dam Project 
of the 1920. 

 

April 1931 Mary Ann Elizabeth Merlo passed away. 
 
1968 Merlo Homestead exposed during a drought period. 
 
1983 Merlo Homestead became fully exposed during a drought 

period. Even the chook house was exposed. Many relics 
were removed at this time, increasing the decline of the 
properties condition.  

T I M E L I N E  
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1983 A helicopter crashed while taking photographs of the 

exposed Merlo Homestead. All on board survived the crash. 
 
1994 The homestead was again exposed during the early years of 

the drought. 
 
1998 Hazel Merlo wrote an article on her family history for the 

Italian Historical Society Journal (Volume 2). She credits 
Ron Turner, first park ranger of the Fraser National Park, 
near Alexandra and Eildon with being instrumental in 
helping her to write it. 

 
16 May 2007 The Alexandra and Yea Standard ran an article on the Merlo 

Homestead being uncovered by the record low rainfall and 
low level of the lake. 

 
2011 Artworkz start their John Merlo educational factsheet. 

 They correspond with Emma Turner (Meyers), who is 
also researching the family. She had recently 
discovered that John and Mary Merlo were her great 
Grandparents. 

 David Hibbert performed a professional photoshoot of 
the Solferino Goldmine and surrounding area for the 
factsheet. 

 We seek and gain permission for use of the written 
piece by Hazel Merlo, which appeared in the Italian 
Historical Society Journal in 1998. Dr Paolo Baracchi, 
the Coordinator at the Italian Historical Society & 
Museo Italiano, Coasit, help us with this and also with 
other factsheet improvements. 

T I M E L I N E  
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F A M I LY  C H A R T  

Giovanni  

Roberto 

Merlo 

(John Merlo) 

 

Married 

30.4.1867 

 

Mary Ann 

Elizabeth 

Tuddenham 

Petro Merlo 

Lena (wine 

merchant) 

 

Married 

 

Ursula Tona 

Peter Giovanni 

Born 25.11.1869 Durham Gully 

Married Annie Flower Hooper 1899 

Ursula Maria 

Born 28.11.1867 Alexandra 

Married Thomas Monaghan 1919 

Laurence Ashton 

Born 1.9.1879 Durham Gully 

Married Hannah Sandercombe 1914 

James (Jim) Stephen 

Born 25.6.1872 Durham Gully 

Married Lucy Frances Joyce 1905 

Rebecca Dominica (Minnie) 

Born 3.12.1884 Puzzle Ranges 

Married Henry Heron Barras 1912 

Johanna Florence (Nina) 

Born 4.9.1889 Glen Hope 

Mary Catherine 

Born 29.8.1883 Alexandra 

Married William Henry Meyers 1907 

John Robert (Jack)  

Born 2.7.1874 Durham Gully 

Married Irene Mary A. O’Brien 1910 

Joseph Sylvester (Born 1886) 

Born 27.2.1887 Puzzle Ranges 

(Died at 19 of illness 1905) 

David Phillip (Phil) 

Born 22.1.1892 Glen Hope 

Married Marie Hanrahan 1917 

Paul William 

Born 7.11.1877 Durham Gully 

Married Sarah Ann Robinson 

Children: Henry, Alan 

Lived Alexandra. 

Children: William, Veronica, Joseph, Francis, 

Children: Phyllis, Carey & Hazel. 

Hazel wrote a history of the Merlo’s. 

Children: None 

Children: Unknown at this time 

Died: 1944 Northcote, aged 75. 

Note: Spent time in New Zealand 

Children: John Leonora, Douglas 

Children: - John, Irene 

Children: Mary, Catherine 

PASSED AWAY AGED 19. 

Buried Alexandra Cemetery 

Children: None 

Children: Marie, Phillip and others 

(privacy laws restrict name access). 



GALLERY 
R E L AT E D  I M A G E S  
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Merlo’s Homestead in the early 1900s 

 

The Merlo Homestead comprised of around eight buildings, with all except the main house 

appearing to have bark roofing. In that area, stringybark trees were often used for roofing. 

Most of the smaller buildings had bark shingles. 
 

Information from Ron Turner — first Park Ranger at Lake Eildon National Park 

G A L L E R Y  
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Giovanni Roberto (John) and 

Mary Ann Merlo circa 1900 
 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian 

Historical Society (Coasit). 

Phillip and Joseph Merlo with their catch 

at Glen Hope in c1900 photograph by 

their older brother Paul 

 
Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical 

Society (Coasit). 
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G A L L E R Y  

John Merlo and Mary Ann Merlo (nėe) Tuddenham with their children Mary, Paul, John Jnr, 

James, Usula, Lawrence, Joseph and Dominica at Glen Hope in 1888. 
 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit). 
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Glen Hope photographed by Paul Merlo in 1900 

 

From far left: 

Pig sty, pan toilet, and boys' bedroom, first old house and the home built in 1900. The vineyard on rise 

behind house and the vegetable gardens in front. 
 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit). 
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Paul Merlo's children 

wearing patterned socks 

given to them by their 

aunt Ursula in 1924 

 

Hazel Merlo is third 

from left 

 
Photograph from Hazel Merlo 

article in the Italian Historical 

Society (Coasit) 

The home made broderie anglaise on the bodice of the 

christening robe made by Mary Ann Merlo in 1867 and 

worn by her 11 children. 
 

Image from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit). 
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G A L L E R Y  

John Merlo Jnr took this photo of grape harvesting at Glen Hope circa 1900. 

His mother Mary Ann, brother Paul and father John Merlo are featured. 
 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit). 
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Phillip Merlo, on buggy with neighbour Harry Pearce loading 

rabbits at Glen Hope circa 1909 
 

Photograph by Paul Merlo 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit) 
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Paul Merlo took this self portrait circa 1908 
 

Photograph by Paul Merlo 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit). 
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Barns at Glen Hope photographed by Paul Merlo in 1909. 

The wagon pictured on the right was made by John Merlo Senior years earlier. 
 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit). 
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G A L L E R Y  

(Above) John Merlo and family in 1887     (Below) Merlo's Homestead in 1983 
Photographs courtesy Emma Turner 2011 
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G A L L E R Y  

Glen Hope in 1968 when it emerged from the waters of 

Lake Eildon during the drought 
 

Photograph from Hazel Merlo article in the Italian Historical Society (Coasit) 
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Glen Hope circa 1900 
 

Photograph courtesy Hazel Merlo and Ron Turner 2012 



Page 32 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

GALLERY  

Glen Hope circa 1900 and 

likely taken on the same day as 

the photo on the next page 

 

Photographer possibly John or Paul Merlo 

Photograph courtesy Ron Turner 2012 
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GALLERY  

A monochrome version of a photograph 

hand coloured by Hazel Merlo which 

depicts the Merlo’s Homestead circa 

1900 with no trees in the driveway 
 

Photographer possibly John or Paul Merlo 

Photograph courtesy Ron Turner 2012 
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ALEXANDRA  CEMETERY  

Tombstone at the Alexandra Cemetery 
 

Photographer Ron Turner - Photograph © Ron Turner 2017  
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead circa 1963 
 

Photographer Ron Turner - Photograph © Ron Turner 2017  
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead circa 1963 
 

Photographer Ron Turner - Photograph © Ron Turner 2017  
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
 

Courtesy John & Maureen Norbury 2016 
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Allan & Patricia Weeks 2012 
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
 

Courtesy John & Maureen Norbury 2016 
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Merlo's Homestead in 1983 
 

Photographs courtesy Joyce Fields 2011 
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GALLERY  

Merlo's Homestead in 1983 
 

Photographs courtesy Joyce Fields 2011 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Allan & Patricia Weeks 2012 
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Allan & Patricia Weeks 2012 
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Allan & Patricia Weeks 2012 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Allan & Patricia Weeks 2012 
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 
 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 

 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 

 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead in March 1983 

 

Courtesy Norma Miller 2016 
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GALLERY  

Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 

 

Courtesy John & Maureen Norbury 2016 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa 1983 

 

Courtesy Maurie & Marida Pawsey 2017  
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Merlo’s Homestead circa February 1998 
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Page 71 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

Merlo’s Lookout in the late 1990s 

© Copyright Lawrence Hood 2010 

Merlo’s Lookout in 2009 

GALLERY  
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Merlo’s Lookout sign in September 2011 
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This article references John's neighbours 

Peter Ferrier Ross and James Stone, the 

father of Alexandra local Bob Stone. 

 

 



OTHER 
O T H E R  R E L AT E D  I T E M S  
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WRITTEN  HISTORY  (SOURCE  UNKNOWN)  
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WRITTEN  HISTORY  (SOURCE  UNKNOWN)  
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The Public Records Office records show that Giovanni John Merlo travelled to Australia 

on the ship Green Jacket, in March 1861, aged 25. 

 
Courtesy Public Records Office 2011 
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Several years ago I volunteered to help with a local paper along with some others. There was 

one lass who knew all about computers where I only knew how to type (not very fast at that), 

so I typed and she put the paper together. 

 

One day we got talking and I told her I had always wanted a computer, the next thing she and 

her sister had one for me to buy. I took a beginner's course and my friend taught me a lot more. 

Then she suggested I do my Family Tree which they now call Family History.  

 

I had a lot of photos of my Mother's family but knew nothing of my Father's; my parents 

separated when I was very young. I joined an Historical Society which had a Family History 

Branch. [You need lots of time for the research and plenty of patience. If only families wrote 

all there information down]. 

 

They start you off with yourself, your name and birth date as your certificate gives your 

Parents' names, you look them up and their birth parents are shown (these are your 

Grandparents). My grandparents were William Meyers and Mary Merlo. My Great 

Grandparents were Giovanni John Merlo and Mary Tuddenham. 

 

Up to this point they were just names then one day I decided to go to Seymour after some 

information for my husband's family tree. While there I looked up a family named Merlo. Are 

you Cousins if you have the same Great Grandparents? Well we found our Grandparents were 

brother and sister; Mary and Phillip Merlo. They were the children of John and Mary Merlo of 

Glen Hope. 

 

This started to make the names real and I wanted to know more. So I rang the Alexandra 

Historical Society. There, a very kind gentleman named Rex Tate passed my name on and my 

thanks go to a lot of wonderful people who have sent me copies of fact sheets, photos, etc., 

especially the Eildon Park Ranger and the garage proprietor who helped out when I first 

arrived at Alexandra. 

 

From knowing nothing on my father's family I have found a great grandfather from Italy who 

found a wife, was a gold prospector, farmer, grew grapes, made and sold wine had his children 

taught a trade and supplied vegies to the Town of Eildon. I also found that in the past the 

Merlo Family held reunions in Fraser National Park overlooking where the Homestead was 

and which is now part of Lake Eildon. I wish I had found my family earlier and attended these 

gatherings. 

 

Emma Turner (nee Meyers) June 2011 

NOTE  FROM  EMMA  TURNER  
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In 1867, John moved to Alexandra and started mining in the Italian Gully, amongst 

others. His mines included the successful Solferino Mine, at the head of the Mountaineer 

and Italian Creeks. He was the first individual to find gold at Growler’s Gully, and 

worked at the Durham Gully gold fields at the same time. He founded the Perseverance 

Goldmine, which produced rich gold from the surface right through to a depth of 120 

feet. John made most of his money at this mine, and with wise management, he was able 

to live without want, up to his death. 

 

He continued his mining, and opened up Solferino Mine in the Puzzle Ranges. John then 

dug a tunnel to 300 feet entirely on his own, seeking a reef. He was successful and the 

mine paid him handsomely. He then opened up a reef at the Galatea Mine. It was around 

this time that he purchased the Glen Hope homestead property. 

 

The Solferino Mine was one of his larger mines, and consisted of a log hut, battery 

stamper, two vertical shafts, a 55 metre avid (tunnel) and a mullock heap. There is also 

evidence of a building wall, near one of the shafts, that may be the remains of John's 

first house in the district. 

 

Later, after John's death in 1912, a hermit like character by the name of Bob Briers, 

fossicked many of the mines in the Italian Gully, including the Solferino Mine. While 

there is no evidence of him finding any substantial amounts of Gold, he stayed in the 

area a hermit, living in old run down huts, from around 1930 until his death in 1953. 

GOLD  MINING  
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THE  GLEN  HOPE  CABIN  IN  2011  

Once located at the 

Candlebark camping area at 

Lake Eildon National Park 

(Fraser Block) was a set 

of cabins. 

 

One of these cabins was 

named Glen Hope after 

the Glen Hope property 

built and occupied by John 

Merlo and his family from 

1883 to his death in 1912.  

 

The cabins were 

removed in 2015. 
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Upper mine shaft. From the bottom you can access parts of the adit. 

It is near here that we believe a battery stamper may have been located. 

SOLFERINO  MINE  - UPPER  SHAFT  
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SOLFERINO  MINE  - ADIT  (TUNNEL)  
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Rumour has it that this tree, just metres from the mine, 

held captive a 4 ounce nugget, until a few years ago. 

SOLFERINO  MINE  - ROCK  FORMATIONS  

This amazing rock formation above, is just south of the 

Solferino Mine, nestled in a steep gully. 
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The main mine adit opening in the background, and building remnants, most likely from a wall, in 

the foreground. An old fireplace is also visible. The vertical support has fallen over, though is still 

buried in the ground. There is evidence of two vertical supports holding up this side wall. 

SOLFERINO  MINE  RUINS  

ADIT OPENING 

HUT RELICS 

VERTI
CAL S

UPP
ORT 

4M FROM THE HUT 
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NEAR  THE  SOLFERINO  MINE  

Possibly one of the longest local gold adits left in our district in this condition. This tunnel is 

part of a very large and complex series of shafts and adits, all working together. This mine is 

very close to the Solferino Mine workings, where John Merlo worked for many years. 
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This old candle is believed to be from the late 1800s 

and was found at the Solferino Mine in the 1960s. 

 
Photograph © Copyright Ron Turner 2011  

SOLFERINO  MINE  RELICS  

This old soda bottle, complete with cork, is also believed 

to be from the late 1800s, and was found at the 

Solferino Mine in the 1960s. 

 
Photograph © Copyright Ron Turner 2011  



Page 91 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

GLADSTONE  CLAY  TOBACCO  PIPE  

The Gladstone clay pipe, was an import from the 'Gladstone Pottery' factory in England, the only 

manufacturer of the Gladstone clay pipes in the world. These early Gladstone clay pipes were not 

designed with a filter, rather just a small drawing hole. As early tobacco was quick to extinguish 

itself, the pipe had to be constantly relit by the smoker. When the smoker was finished the pipe, 

he would tap its end against something hard, to remove the burnt tobacco from the tobacco 

chamber. The Gladstone Pipe Factory continues to operate to his day. 

 

The pipe was found near where John Merlo is believed to have mined. 
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GLADSTONE  CLAY  TOBACCO  PIPE  

A Tobacco Gladstone clay pipe found at a local mine. Of note is the small size of the air hole, 

possibly designed to help stop the user sucking tobacco through into his mouth. 
 

Photograph © Copyright Kelly Petersen 2011  
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