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Believed to have been one of the first houseboats on Lake Eildon, the Mimi-Jane is now 

on display at Eildon Dams Museum located at the Eildon Information Centre. 

 

Mrs. Louisa Jones of ‘Ripponlea’ in Elsternwick owned the Mimi-Jane and named the 

small water-going vessel after her two beloved poodles Mimi and Jane. The boat, built 

on wooden pontoons sourced from an ex-army Bailey Bridge, initially had no motor and 

had to be towed around by another motorised vessel. It is not currently known when the 

motor was fitted or by who. 

 

Mimi-Jane was first launched on Lake Eildon in the 1950s. Mrs Jones’ two daughters 

both had holiday homes at nearby Taylor Bay and they ha both been visiting the district 

for more than 30 years. 

Mimi-Jane at the Eildon Dams Museum 

E I L D O N ’ S  M I M I  J A N E  
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Following the death of Mrs 

Jones, the boat was sold to a 

family friend. Later, it was 

purchased by an unknown 

person wishing to launch a 

houseboat on the Lake. 

 

Finally the owner considered 

scrapping the Mimi-Jane, but 

after consultation with the 

Eildon Chamber of Commerce 

(now Eildon Action), the vessel 

was gifted to the Chamber for 

its historical importance. 

 

Mimi-Jane was taken off the 

Lake in 1984 and was kept on 

site at the Eildon Engineering 

factory at 1 Eildon Road. 

 

In 2019 the Mimi Jane was incorporated into the new Eildon Dams Museum opened at 

the back of the Eildon Information Centre. 

Other Museum artefacts 

Other Museum artefacts 

E I L D O N ’ S  M I M I  J A N E  
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1950s   First launched on Lake Eildon. 

 

1984   Mimi-Jane was taken off the lake. 

 

2019  The Eildon Dams Museum was officially opened at the back of the 

Eildon Visitor Information Centre, incorporating the Mimi-Jane. 

 

2020 Renovations to the inside and outside of the boat were commenced by 

Eildon Dams Museum. 

 

 

TIMELINE 
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Mimi Jane 
Courtesy Eildon Alliance 
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Mimi Jane 

G A L L E R Y  
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1975 Registration 
Courtesy Eildon Museum 

Committee 2010 

1980 Registration 
Courtesy Eildon Museum 

Committee 2010 

1980 Registration 
Courtesy Eildon Museum 

Committee 2010 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  L A B E L S  
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Boat Club registration stickers 
Courtesy Eildon Museum Committee 2010 

R E G I S T R A T I O N  L A B E L S  
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1967 Mimi Jane Operators Guide page 1/2 
Courtesy Eildon Museum Committee 2010 

G U I D E  F O R  O P E R A T O R S  
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1967 Mimi Jane Operators Guide page 2/2 
Courtesy Eildon Museum Committee 2010 
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1967 Mimi Jane Operators Guide page 1/2 
Courtesy Eildon Museum Committee 2010 
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1967 Mimi Jane Operators Guide page 2/2 
Courtesy Eildon Museum Committee 2010 
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