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The Alexandra Shire Hall is a large hall located in the centre of Alexandra in Central 

Victoria and opened on 17 July 1882. It design is inspired by Roman Tuscan and has a 

Coat of Arms that predates Australia's first  Coat of Arms (1908) by 26 years and the 

second and current Coat of Arms (1912) by 30 years. 

 

Prior to March 1870, a room in the wooden building that previously stood at the same 

site, was rented as a Clerks Office by the Roads Board. In March 1870 the land and 

building was purchased for 125 pound by the Shire. 

 

According to Alexandra's first newspaper (Alexandra Times, Friday 3 November 1871), 

Alexandra's first building to act as a 'Town Hall' was a brick structure built by district 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Built:  Work started in late 1881 

Opened:  17 July 1882 

Cornerstone: Laid 4 January 1882 by Shire 

   President Peter Dunn 

Facade style: Inspired by Roman Tuscan 

The Town Hall was the second Town Hall 
for Alexandra. The first was built on the 
same black and was sold at auction prior to 
works starting on the current Town Hall. The 
current hall was designed by William 
Ellerker and built by local Thomas Carison. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64738741
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64738741
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64738741
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pioneer Richard Vining in late 1871. It was located on the same site as the current Town 

Hall (Allotment 1 Alexandra), was adjacent to the Vining Hotel (located on the site of our 

current Library building) and was christened 'Alexandra Town Hall'. It was stated that: 

 

'When matters of great importance of a moral, social, or political character move the 

people, may they assemble here in all their majesty and power, and let the rulers of the 

land hear their voice. And as for the Shire Councillors, if they do not perform their duty, 

then will the ratepayers gather into this building and censure the President of the Shire 

Council and all those who act with him.' 

 

The main hall was described as being 66 feet by 22 feet, and was declared the largest 

room in Alexandra at that time. It was a small structure that met the initial needs of the 

growing township and was often referred to as the 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall'. The old 

building was later described by the Alexandra Times on 24 October 1881 as: 

 

'There can be no mistake about it now, as the old rookery which has so long done dury as 

a public house, ball room, library and council chambers, is to be sold to the highest 

bidder on 5th of November, as the hammer, and must be taken away by the fortunate 

purchaser.' 

In May 1881 the Shire Council 

communicated with the well known 

Melbourne based Collins Street Architect 

W. H. Ellerker (c1853-1891). He 

subsequently submitted plans and 

specifications to the Shire for a large 

building to replace the former old building 

(which was used as a town hall from time 

to time). The new plans were  in the Classic 

Roman Tuscan architectural style. 

 

On 18 October 1881 the Shire accepted a 

tender from local builder Thomas Carison 

for £2,214. It was not the cheapest tender 

submitted, but was the most convincing. 

Once approval was granted, the old 

building on the block was sold at auction. Close-up of the shield on the Coat or Arms. 
Courtesy Allan Layton 2013. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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The foundation stone for the new Town Hall was officially laid on 4 January 1882 by 

Shire President Peter Dunn Esq. Carison then built the Shire Hall in less than seven 

months and in a manner that was very pleasing to the Shire. 

 

The new Town Hall was officially opened by the Shire on Monday 17 July 1882 and a 

Banquet and Grand Ball were held during the evening to celebrate the opening.  

 

In 1955, works to restore and repair the town hall was carried out. During this work, 

much of the decorative elements that made the Shire Hall so beautiful, was removed. 

 

On 19 January 1976, the Shire Hall and Offices were inspected and a restoration and 

repair report was prepared for the Shire. The report highlights works needed, presents 

costs and quotes as well as giving a brief history on the Shire Hall and Architect William 

Ellerker and builder Thomas Carison. 

 

In 1983 a push by the Shire to have the Town Hall demolished was overturned as a result 

of overwhelming public opposition to the move. The Shire wanted to demolish and 

rebuilt at great expense, though it was argued that the needed renovations would be far 

cheaper than the proposed rebuild. After considerable public pressure, the Shire backed 

down and the Town Hall was upgraded at a much smaller cost. A damp course was 

added, the hall was refurbished, the antiquated heating system was replaced, a Council 

Chamber was built, a veranda added and they re-modelled the toilet area. 

 

In 2009, Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet, and in 2013 we uncovered our 

first evidence suggesting that the current Town Hall was not the first hall called a 'Town 

Hall' to be located at Alexandra. 

 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  



TIMELINE 

OF EVENTS 
A T I M E L I N E  O F  E V E N T S  
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T I M E L I N E  

November 1871 The Foundation Stone of the first Alexandra Town Hall was 

laid by Mrs Vining. It was adjacent to Vining's Hotel and 
was often referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, though was 

Christened the "Alexandra Town Hall" by Vining himself upon 

the laying of the foundation stone. 
 

16 May 1874 A second major fire in Grant Street threatened the first wooden 

Shire Hall opposite. The fire was along the Eldorado series of 

shops on the western side of Grant Street, on the northern end. 

The fire claimed the Eldorado Hotel and the Cumming's Albion 

Hotel amongst others. The then wooden Shire Hall (opposite the 

Eldorado Hotel) was said to have been under threat from the heat 

of the fire (Alexandra Times, 23 May 1874). 
 

May 1881 The Shire Council communicated with well known Collins 

Street Architect W. H. Ellerker. He subsequently submitted 

plans and specifications to the Shire for the building. Plans 

he drew up have been lost. A tracing of the original plan was 

prepared by Architect C.E. Wright in 1925 and can be seen 

later in this factsheet.   

 

July 1881 On the eve of calling for tenders for the construction of the 

Town Hall, a debate arose regarding the proposed site. 

 

October 1881 Plans were altered to allow for an upgraded 60 feet hall 

instead of the first proposed 35 feet hall.   

 

October 1881 Tenders were called for to build the Town Hall. 

 

18 October 1881 The tender was awarded to Thomas Carison. 

 

5 November 1881 The structure that was Alexandra's first Town Hall was sold 

at auction. 

 

November 1881 The contract to build Alexandra's second Town Hall was 

awarded to Thomas Carison (often miss-spelt Carrison) at a 

cost of £2,214. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/58214869
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December 1881 Construction on Alexandra's second and current Town Hall 

commenced. 

 

February 1882 The construction of the Town Hall was reported as being 

well under way. 

 

April 1882 A motion was passed at a monthly Council Meeting that the 

Shire Hall be opened with a Banquet and Ball, with the 

ticket price being £1, 1s for both and 15s for the Ball. It was 

also passed that pricing for fencing and furniture supplied to 

the Shire by the contractor Thomas Carison be accepted. 

 

May 1882 Thomas Carison granted a four week extension of time to 

allow for completion of various additional works, including 

the construction of a stage at the eastern end of the hall. 

 

7 July 1882 A detailed description of the new Town Hall was given in 

the Alexandra and Yea Standard. It included a description of 

the circular Coat of Arms located in the pediment, moulded 

by Mr Scurry of Melbourne and the tiled floor. It was stated 

that the total cost for all building and fittings was £2,769. 

 

17 July 1882 A substantial ball was help and the Shire Hall officially 

opened. 

 

Unknown The iron fencing surrounding the front of the Town Hall was 

removed. It is not known what happened to it.  

 

1916 Renovation works were carried out to the hall. (Alexandra & 

Yea Standard, Friday 30 June 1916). 

 

1925 A new supper room, offices and stage were constructed. The 

architect was C. Ernest Wright of 443 Collins Street, 

Melbourne and the builder was Ferguson and Payne. 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64752140
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/64752140
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1955 Some restoration work was carried out on the Shire Hall. 

Most of the decorative elements were removed at this time. 

It is not know exactly why this occurred, though it may have   

been that it were considered a financial burned to keep them. 

Australia was going through a financial crisis around this 

time and money for such projects was scarce. 

 

1956 The exterior was painted with impervious gloss paints and 

interior redecorations. 

 

1957 Fillings around exterior of the hall and s=construction of 

perimeter brick drain to south wall of hall/ 

 

1960 Extension of stage on north side and construction of exit 

steps. 

 

1969 Painting of interior and exterior of the Shire Hall. 

 

1970c The Coat or Arms was painted in colour. From analysis of 

early black and white images circa 1900, it is clear that the 

colours did not exactly match the early colours used when 

first coloured. 

 

19 January 1976 The Shire Hall and offices were inspected. A report into the 

condition of the Shire was prepared by the Shire and a copy 

of the report remains today with the Shire. The report 

highlights works needed, presents costs and quotes as well 

as giving a brief history on the Shire Hall. 

 

22 June 1976 Drysat Pty Ltd inspected the fabric of the building. 

 

23 July 1976 F. G. James Pty Ltd inspected the building. 

 

Unknown Sometime between 2002 and 2009 the Town Hall was 

painted a cream colour and the colour colours of the Coat or 

Arms was painted over. 
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2009 Artworkz commenced this Factsheet. 

 

29 November 2016 Artworkz were made aware of a 1976 report on the 

Alexandra Library Restoration. It talked of the condition of 

the shire hall and proposals to restore it. The book included 

plans and a number of photographs we had not seen before, 

including two from around the 1900s.   

 

29 November 2016 Solid plastering and restoration specialist Simon Nygaard 

spoke at Artworkz HistoryCafe on the Shire Hall, Post 

Office and Library buildings. 

 

30 November 2016 Simon Nygaard attended ArtworkzBreakfast to talk further 

on our old buildings. 

 

5 December 2016 Minor repair work was conducted on a wall in the front 

northern room by Simon Nygaard of ABODE Restorations. 

The rendering was almost sand-like in places and falling 

away. 

 

8 January 2018 Artworkz conducted a photoshoot of the Sydney Bank of 

New South Wales, which is one of just a handful of 

buildings in Australia with a Coat of Arms with the emu on 

the left. 



GALLERY 
R E L AT E D  I M A G E R Y  
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1976 plans produced for the 

renovation of the Shire Hall 
Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 2016 



1976 plans produced for the 

renovation of the Shire Hall 
Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 2016 
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1890. 

 
Courtesy Wayne & Jo Miller 2010. 
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Alexandra 

Shire Hall 

circa 1890. 

Courtesy Bill & Joan 

Walsh 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1900. 

 
Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1900. 

 
Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  



Alexandra Shire Hall. 

Grant Street, Alexandra circa 1910. 

Pictured (about) is the current town hall, However, to our 

knowledge, the first building to be referred to as a 'Town Hall' in 

Alexandra District was a small brick structure constructed by 

early district pioneer Richard Vining 1871. It was located on the 

same block of land as the current Town Hall and was adjoining 

Vining's Hotel. Often referred to as the 'Vining's Athenaeum' it 

was the largest hall in the district at the time and meetings,  

funerals and celebrations may have been held between its walls. 

 
'On the 3rd of November 1871, the Alexandra Times announced 

that Mr Vining has laid the foundations for a building that would 

contain the largest room in Alexandra. It was often referred to as 

'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, though was Christened the "Alexandra 

Town Hall" by Vining himself. His wife, Mrs Vining, then laid the 

foundation stone and Christened the new structure the 'Town 

Hall.' (Alexandra Times, Friday 3 November 1871).  
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Published with the permission of an anonymous eBay contributor.  



Alexandra Shire Hall. 

Grant Street, Alexandra circa 1910. 

To our knowledge, the first structure referred to as a 'Town Hall' 

in Alexandra was a small brick structure constructed by early 

pioneer Richard Vining 1871. Located on the same land as the 

current Town Hall, it was adjoining the Vining's Hotel. Often 

referred to as the 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, it was the largest hall 

in the district at the time and local events, funerals and 

celebrations may have been held between its walls. 

 
"On the 3rd of November 1871, the Alexandra Times announced that Mr 
Vining has laid the foundations for a building that would contain the 
largest room in Alexandra. It was often referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum 
Hall, though was Christened the "Alexandra Town Hall" by Vining 
himself. His wife, Mrs Vining, then laid the foundation stone and 
Christened the new structure the 'Town Hall'." (Alexandra Times, Friday 3 
November 1871).  
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Published with permission of eBay contributor 

who wishes to stay anonymous.  

Published eSplash143 

26 February 2016 
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1900. 

 

Courtesy Simone Adams 2010. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Alexandra Shire Hall with the location of the Payne water fountain circa 1970c 

 

Courtesy Simone Adams 2010. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Alexandra Shire Hall with the location of the Payne water fountain circa 1971 

 

State Library Victoria 

G A L L E R Y  
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Unknown street parade at the Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1960. 

 
Courtesy Mick McEvoy 2016 

G A L L E R Y  
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Unknown street parade at the Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1960. 

 
Courtesy Mick McEvoy 2016 

G A L L E R Y  
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1976. 

 
Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Condition of the Shire Hall as shown in the 1976 report prepared by the Shire 

 
Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Condition of the Shire Hall as shown in the 1976 report prepared by the Shire 

 
Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  
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Condition of the Shire Hall as shown in the 1976 report prepared by the Shire 

 
Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016. 

G A L L E R Y  
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The Alexandra Shire Hall 2002 with the shield on the 

Coat or Arms in colour. 

Close-up of the shield on the colour Coat or Arms in 2012. 

G A L L E R Y  
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One of the Shire Halls six original Chimneys (three per side). Only four remain today with 

the two at the rear of the building (the Eastern end) having been long since removed. 

Originally the structure had two large open fireplaces providing heating during 

the cooler seasons. The other four chimneys were ornamental. 
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G A L L E R Y  

Alexandra Shire Hall 2010 
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G A L L E R Y  -  H O N O R  B O A R D S  

Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor 

Closer view next page 
 

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 
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G A L L E R Y  -  H O N O R  B O A R D S  

Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor 
 

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 
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G A L L E R Y  -  H O N O R  B O A R D S  

Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor 
 

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 
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G A L L E R Y  -  H O N O R  B O A R D S  

Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor 
 

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 
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The Official Town Hall currently standing in 

Grant Street Alexandra was not the first 

structure named 'Town Hall'.  

 

On the 3rd of November 1871, the Alexandra 

Times announced that Mr Vining has laid the 

foundations for a building that would contain 

the largest room in Alexandra. It was often 

referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, though 

was Christened the 'Alexandra Town Hall' 

by Vining himself. 

 

His wife, Mrs Vining, then laid the foundation 

stone and Christened the new structure the 

'Town Hall'. 

 

In Mrs Vining's speech, she expanded on her 

dreams for his 'Town Hall'. This included its use 

as a place of assembly for matters of: 

 

- great importance. 

- moral importance. 

- social importance. 

- political importance. 

- Shire councillor accountability. 

 

Cheers rang out upon her finishing her talk. 

N E W S PA P E R S  

Mr Vining's Town Hall. 
 

Alexandra Times 

Friday 3 November 1871 

National Library Australia 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

This article tells us that the original Town Hall, 

was next door to the Vining Hotel in Grant 

Street. 

 

It also tells us that it was being used for 

entertainment and fund raising events. In this 

instance the Town Hall was hosting 'Grant 

Popular Entertainment' in aid of the Funds of 

the Alexandra Common School. 

The first Alexandra Town Hall adjoining the 

Vining Hotel 
 

Alexandra Times 

Friday 14 June 1872 
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Alexandra's second 'Town Hall' was the Athenaeum at 150 x 30 feet which was used as a hall. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Saturday 26 September 1884 

National Library Australia 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58215173
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Reference Alexandra's second Town Hall, where an event was described 

as being at the 'Shire Hall' 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Saturday 12 June 1875 

National Library Australia 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58215716
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Alexandra's second Town Hall (Vining's 

Athenaeum) was damaged by the Grant Street 

Fire. Also confirms that Vining's Hotel and 

Vining's Athenaeum are different structures, 

but adjacent to each other.  

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Saturday 9 December 1876 

National Library Australia 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58217099
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The tender for the construction of the new (third) Shire Hall was awarded to Thomas Carison. 

It is also worth noting that the old Town Hall is to be sold to the highest bidder. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 21 October 1881 

National Library Australia 
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Construction of the new Town Hall under way 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 17 February 1882 

National Library Australia 
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Discussion on the new Town Hall 

 
 

Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 28 April 1882 

National Library Australia 

 



Page 47 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

N E W S PA P E R S  

A description of the Town Hall. 

 

Of note is that it mentions that the 

new Town Hall is located on the 

same site as the first Town Hall. 

It also mentions that the Coat of 

Arms was created as a part of the 

original plans.  

 

The ventilation system was based 

on the ventilation system 

previously introduced at a 

Carlton State School, which was 

known at the time as being one 

of the best ventilated schools 

in the colony. 

 
 

Alexandra Times 

Friday 7 July 1882 

National Library Australia 

 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/57165679?searchTerm=shire%20hall%20carison&searchLimits=l-title=155|||sortby=dateAsc
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Opening of the Town Hall 17 July 1882. 

 
 

Alexandra Times 

Friday 21 July 1882 

National Library Australia 

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165703
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Saturday 20 June 1885Saturday 20 June 1885Saturday 20 June 1885      

Picturesque Victoria 

Marysville to Alexandra 
The Argus 1885 

 

 

In striking comparison to the paltry state school here is the Shire 

Hall. This magnificent building attracts the attention of every 

stranger. It is the finest of its kind out of Melbourne. 

The main hall is 75ft by 40ft, with a splendid Stage scenery and 

dressingrooms. Behind this is a council chamber and rooms where 

Masons meet and offices of the shire, where Mr Moon (the 

secretary) and Mr Alston (the rate collector) hatch their schemes 

against the pockets of taxpayers. 

The Alexandra Shire Council of nine, of which the present president 

is Mr Thomas Carison, of Alexandra, are naturally proud of the 

grand building they own. 

The rateable value of the property in the shire is about £20,000. I do 

not think the council is in debt, but they have a good asset in their 

Shire Hall 

 

 

 

 

Extract from the Argus 1885 

Courtesy National Library Victoria 
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Death of Architect 

W.H. Ellerker 
 

The Prahran Telegraph 

Saturday 4 April 1891 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticleJpg/144152841/6?print=n


OTHER 
O T H E R  R E L AT E D  I T E M S  
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Architect and Designer of the 

Alexandra Town Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Henry Ellerker was born in England and migrated to Victoria in 1853. He took a 

position with architect Thomas Kemp and afterwards with Knight, Kemp and Kerr, 

Architects for the design and construction of the Houses of Parliament in Melbourne. 

Ellerker was elected to the Institute of Architects in 1857 and transferred his employment 

that same year to the Public Works and Railways Department in Victoria. He travelled to 

Queensland in 1863, working there for three years in which time he won the competition 

for the design of the new Queensland Houses of Parliament. The Queensland 

Government later altered its opinion of the winning design and shelved the project. 

 

He returned to Melbourne in 1866 and practised in Victoria until he retired in the late 

1800s. He is remembered for a long distinguished career and for designing many notable 

buildings. These include the Temperance Hall, Horticultural Hall and Protestant Hall in 

Melbourne, as well as the Carlton Hall. The Federal Hotel (formerly the Federal Coffee 

Palace) in Melbourne was also attributed to him (amongst others). William is noted in the 

book Victoria and Metropolis written by A.P. Sutherland for being 'employed by many 

eminent citizens and politicians to design substantial mansions in Melbourne and the 

country'. Notably for central Victoria, he designed the Alexandra Shire Hall.  

 

In 1885, William entered into partnership with E.G. Kilburn and the practice continued to 

flourish in the book years of 1885-92.  

 

After some dispute regarding the proposed location (which held up the project for a 

month) and after some last minute alterations to the plans to extend the length hall from 

the 35 feet to 60 feet, tenders were called for. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  ELLERKER  
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The Alexandra Shire Hall is adorned with the 

“Coat or Arms”, the Kangaroo and Emu 

distinctively showcasing two of our prominent 

and amazing animals while the coat of arms 

shows our relationship with Mother England. 

 

On the Australian Coat of Alms created for 

federation in 1901, the Kangaroo  is on the left 

and the Emu on the right (top right). 

 

The Alexandra Shire Hall Coat of Arms 

(bottom right) has the Kangaroo and Emu 

reversed, indicating it was created before  

federation in 1901. 

 

A slight change was made to the Australian 

Coat of Arms in 1912 to represent each state 

and address some small concerns. 

 

The current Australian 50 cent piece shows the 

current coat of arms on our Australian Tender 

with the Kangaroo on the left which has been 

normal since 1901. 

 

Interestingly, the 'Bowman Flag' emblem 

created in 1806 in New South Wales by John 

and Honor Bowman, bears a striking 

resemblance to the Alexandra Town Hall Coat 

of Arms. It was painted using oil paints on silk 

material from Honor's wedding dress, and was 

a part of the inspiration for Australia's Coat of 

Arms. 

 

See our Coat of Arms factsheet for more. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowman_Flag


Page 54 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

C O A T  O F  A R M S  C O L O U R S  

In 2013 Alexandra local Rex Tate raised the prospect of recolouring the Coat of Arms on 

the Alexandra Town Hall to match the original colours. While we may not be able to 

identify the true original colours (or if it even had colour originally), our research will 

continue. Any help would be appreciated. 

c1900 c1900 

c1915 c1950 

c1987 2002 2009 

The Alexandra 

Town Hall was 

officially 

opened on 

17 July 1882 

c1912 
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C O A T  O F  A R M S  S H E I L D  S Y M B O L S  

Photograph courtesy Allan Layton 2013. 

Mining & 

Construction 

Wheat 

Agriculture 

Shipping 

Export & 

Immigration 

Golden 

Fleece 

Wool 

The Golden Fleece is representative of animal based farming Industry, and 

especially the wool industry which was a foundation of the early colony. 
 

The sheaf of wheat represents the Agricultural Industry. 
 

The sailing ship represents Sea Trade (import and export industry) 

and early immigration. 
 

The shovel and pick represents the Mining and the construction Industry. 
 

The shield is representative of power and protection. The four elements are 

seen to protect and empower the early colony. 

Stars of the 

Southern 

Cross 
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K E Y S T O N E  M A S K  

 

William Henry Ellerker (1853-1891) 

was the Architect responsible for the 

plans and construction of the 

Alexandra Shire Town Hall. He was 

likely also behind the keystone mask 

above the door of the Town Hall. 

 

It is not currently known whose face 

this is and what it is meant to 

represent. The current thinking is that 

the face may be that of : 

 

1. Janus 

The Roman god who protected 

doorways and gateways. He had 

two faces, one looking forward 

and the other facing backward 

(as a door has two faces). 

 

2. Portunes 

The Roman god of keys, doors 

and livestock. He protected the 

warehouses where grain was 

stored.  

 

 

Any further information 

would be appreciated. 
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J a n u s  P o r t u n e s  
W .  E l l e r k e r  

http://www.crystalinks.com/janus.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portunes
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/37454303/fs-291_Alexandra_Architect_WH_Ellerker.pdf
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S H I R E  H A L L  F O U N D A T I O N  S T O N E  

The discrepancy between 

the date on the Foundation 

Stone laid at the front 

door of the Shire Hall and 

the date on the trowel 

used to lay it, is shown. It 

is believed that a hold up 

with the laying of the 

s tone  led  to  the 

discrepancy. On Friday 30 December 1881 

the Alexandra & Yea Standard newspaper 

reported that the laying of the foundation 

stone would be conducted on the following 

Wednesday, thereby confirming the 1882 

date as the official date of the laying of the 

stone. 

 

The trowel was presented to Shire 

President Peter Dunn Esp J.P. in 

recognition of him laying the foundation 

stone of the Alexandra Shire Hall January 

(4 January 1882). It is currently held by his 

descendants. The Dunn Family were 

district pioneers and large contributors to 

public affairs locally. 

Trowel photographs courtesy Norma & Maria Stace 

and Noel Spoldin 



Page 58 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

I also took an active part in all public affairs was 21 years a 

Shire Councillor and being President at the time we 

were about to build a new Shire Hall (£3000) I had the 

honour of laying the foundation Stone, and was 

presented with a Silver Trowel suitably inscribed. I was 

President of the Agricultural Society on more than one 

occasion and did my best for the District in which I spent 

36 years of the best of my life. 

 

 

 

Extract from 

the 

History of Peter Dunn 

S H I R E  H A L L  F O U N D A T I O N  S T O N E  
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PPPAYNEAYNEAYNE   FFFOUNTAINOUNTAINOUNTAIN   
 
  

AAALEXANDRALEXANDRALEXANDRA   SSSHIREHIREHIRE   HHHALLALLALL   TOTOTO   PPPAYNESAYNESAYNES   PPPARKARKARK   

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

The Alexandra Shire Hall 1971 

 

Note the Payne Drinking Fountain located on the 

bottom right of the above image. This fountain was 

moved to the Payne Park, corner of Bayley and 

Cooper Streets, Alexandra at an unknown time. 

 

The fountain has been capped and is no longer 

useable. As of 2015 there are no drinking fountains 

located at Alexandra.  

 

The next page shows the fountain at Payne Park. 

 
Photographer John T. Collins 

Courtesy National Library Australia 
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THIS FOUNTAIN IS A TOKEN 

TO THE MEMORY OF 

CR. ERNEST ENWARD 

PAYNE 

CR. SHIRE OF ALEXANDRA 

1938 - 47 

ERECTED BY THE MEMBERS OF 

HIS FAMILY 

ALEXANDRA DRINKING FOUNTAIN JULY 2015 

This drinking fountain was a token gift by the Payne family and was 

originally erected at the front of the Shire Hall. Today it is located at the 

Payne Playground located on the corner of Bayley and Cooper Streets, 

Alexandra. It is not known when the fountain was moved from the 

Shire Hall. Any information welcomed. 

Our Hidden 

Memorials 



Missing:  Dentils 

Area:   Under the front top of the roof  

Building built: 1881–82 

Opened::  17 July 1882 

Item Removed: 1955 

The Alexandra Shire Hall located 
in Grant Street Alexandra has 
had its fascia significantly altered 
from its original design. Many of 
the original design elements were 
replaced with more generic 
decorative elements in 1955. 
This was done during a period 
where the Shire Hall was in need 
of repairs and costs were higher 
than the Shire could cope with. 
The high maintenance elements 
were removed and replaced with 
more generic elements. 

A L E X A N D R A  S H I R E  H A L L  

What's MissingWhat's MissingWhat's Missing   

Dentils are closely and evenly spaced rectangular blocks used as decorative elements in 
early architecture. Often associated with the classical Roman and Greek architecture 
and the neoclassical (Greek Revival) architecture, they were often molded below the 
cornice of a building, just below the roofline. Though they were also found in other 
areas of a building's design such as the portico (the roof over a porch leading to the 
entrance of a building) held up by as seen on pictures of the early Alexandra Shire Hall. 

Circa 1910 

Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 

Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 

Today Circa 1910 

Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 

L O C A L  A R C H I T E C T U R E  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asparagaceae
http://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/articles/scot-bells/gorbals-foundry-output.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-dentil-molding-177507
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shire_of_Alexandra


Missing:  Insert Panel Molding 

Area:   Around the inserted panel (Coat of Arms) 

Building built: 1881–82 

Opened::  17 July 1882 

Item Removed: 1955 

The Alexandra Shire Hall located 
in Grant Street, Alexandra, has 
had its fascia significantly altered 
from its original design. Many of 
the original design elements were 
replaced with generic decorative 
elements in 1955. This was 
during a period where the Shire 
Hall was in need of significant 
repairs and the maintenance costs 
were deemed too high. Therefore 
the high maintenance elements 
were removed and replaced with 
lower cost elements. 

A L E X A N D R A  S H I R E  H A L L  

What's MissingWhat's MissingWhat's Missing   

The decorative panel moldings located around the inserted decorative Coat of Arms 
once featured evenly spaced lines used in early architecture. This was associated with 
the classical Roman and Greek architecture and the neoclassical (Greek Revival) 
architecture. These were used around inserted panels to create a decorative effect. This 
simple and effective design element was often seen in other areas of a building's design, 
and was cheap and easy to create. Below are some images showing the early Alexandra 
Shire Hall insert panel. Today the insert panel is smooth (right image). 

L O C A L  A R C H I T E C T U R E  

Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 

Present Day Visible as additional 

decorative elements 

Circa 1950 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asparagaceae
http://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/articles/scot-bells/gorbals-foundry-output.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-dentil-molding-177507
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shire_of_Alexandra
http://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/articles/scot-bells/gorbals-foundry-output.html
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 The first Town Hall in Alexandra was built by Richard (Dick) Vining, and was often 

referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall. It was Christened the "Alexandra Town 

Hall" by Vining himself upon the laying of the foundation stone in 1871 and served 

many purposes akin to a those of a Town Hall. 
 

 The Foundation Stone at the front door says “ERECTED A.D. 1881”, yet was 

actually laid 4 January 1882 by Peter Dunn Esq due to an unknown hold up. 

 

 The current Shire Hall was built to conform with a "Classic Italian" 

Architecture.  

 

 Shire Hall building was at the time the greatest single building costing for the 

Alexandra Shire. 

 

 The current Shire Hall originally had a tiled floor. 

 

 The current Shire Hall was built with a then state-of-the-art ventilation system, 

that was previously used at a Carlton State School. This school was regarded as 

having one of the best ventilation systems in the colony at that time. 

 

 In the 1980s the then Shire Council attempted to have the Town Hall 

demolished. A public outcry saw them reverse their idea and led to the Shire 

upgrading the structure instead. 

 

 In 2012, the Alexandra Cinema closed for good. The cinema had for many 

decades operated out of the Town Hall successfully, though changes in 

entertainment technology and the way people watch movies saw a significant 

decline in patronage.  A renewed attempt was made to bring the cinema back 

and this has been successful to date. 

 

 The Coat or Arms were called the "Australian Arms' and were modelled by Mr 

Scully of Melbourne.    

N O T E S  
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