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INTRODUCTION

Built: Work started in late 1881 The Town Hall was the second Town Hall
Opened: 17 July 1882 for Alexandra. The first was built on the
Cornerstone: Laid 4 January 1882 by Shire same black and was sold at auction prior to

; works starting on the current Town Hall. The
President Peter Dunn current hall was designed by William
Facade style: Inspired by Roman Tuscan Ellerker and built by local Thomas Carison.

The Alexandra Shire Hall is a large hall located in the centre of Alexandra in Central
Victoria and opened on 17 July 1882. It design is inspired by Roman Tuscan and has a
Coat of Arms that predates Australia's first Coat of Arms (1908) by 26 years and the
second and current Coat of Arms (1912) by 30 years.

Prior to March 1870, a room in the wooden building that previously stood at the same
site, was rented as a Clerks Office by the Roads Board. In March 1870 the land and
building was purchased for 125 pound by the Shire.

According to Alexandra's first newspaper (Alexandra Times, Friday 3 November 1871),
Alexandra's first building to act as a "Town Hall' was a brick structure built by district
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pioneer Richard Vining in late 1871. It was located on the same site as the current Town
Hall (Allotment 1 Alexandra), was adjacent to the Vining Hotel (located on the site of our
current Library building) and was christened 'Alexandra Town Hall'. It was stated that:

‘When matters of great importance of a moral, social, or political character move the
people, may they assemble here in all their majesty and power, and let the rulers of the
land hear their voice. And as for the Shire Councillors, if they do not perform their duty,
then will the ratepayers gather into this building and censure the President of the Shire
Council and all those who act with him."

The main hall was described as being 66 feet by 22 feet, and was declared the largest
room in Alexandra at that time. It was a small structure that met the initial needs of the
growing township and was often referred to as the 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall'. The old
building was later described by the Alexandra Times on 24 October 1881 as:

‘There can be no mistake about it now, as the old rookery which has so long done dury as
a public house, ball room, library and council chambers, is to be sold to the highest
bidder on 5th of November, as the hammer, and must be taken away by the fortunate
purchaser.’

In May 1881 the Shire Council
communicated with the well known
Melbourne based Collins Street Architect
W. H. Ellerker (c1853-1891). He
subsequently submitted plans and
specifications to the Shire for a large
building to replace the former old building
(which was used as a town hall from time
to time). The new plans were in the Classic
Roman Tuscan architectural style.

On 18 October 1881 the Shire accepted a
tender from local builder Thomas Carison
for £2,214. 1t was not the cheapest tender
submitted, but was the most convincing.
Once approval was granted, the old
building on the block was sold at auction.

Courtesy Allan Layton 2013.
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The foundation stone for the new Town Hall was officially laid on 4 January 1882 by
Shire President Peter Dunn Esg. Carison then built the Shire Hall in less than seven
months and in a manner that was very pleasing to the Shire.

The new Town Hall was officially opened by the Shire on Monday 17 July 1882 and a
Banquet and Grand Ball were held during the evening to celebrate the opening.

In 1955, works to restore and repair the town hall was carried out. During this work,
much of the decorative elements that made the Shire Hall so beautiful, was removed.

On 19 January 1976, the Shire Hall and Offices were inspected and a restoration and
repair report was prepared for the Shire. The report highlights works needed, presents
costs and quotes as well as giving a brief history on the Shire Hall and Architect William
Ellerker and builder Thomas Carison.

In 1983 a push by the Shire to have the Town Hall demolished was overturned as a result
of overwhelming public opposition to the move. The Shire wanted to demolish and
rebuilt at great expense, though it was argued that the needed renovations would be far
cheaper than the proposed rebuild. After considerable public pressure, the Shire backed
down and the Town Hall was upgraded at a much smaller cost. A damp course was
added, the hall was refurbished, the antiquated heating system was replaced, a Council
Chamber was built, a veranda added and they re-modelled the toilet area.

In 2009, Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet, and in 2013 we uncovered our
first evidence suggesting that the current Town Hall was not the first hall called a "Town
Hall' to be located at Alexandra.
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November 1871 The Foundation Stone of the first Alexandra Town Hall was
laid by Mrs Vining. It was adjacent to Vining's Hotel and
was often referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, though was
Christened the "Alexandra Town Hall" by Vining himself upon
the laying of the foundation stone.

16 May 1874 A second major fire in Grant Street threatened the first wooden
Shire Hall opposite. The fire was along the Eldorado series of
shops on the western side of Grant Street, on the northern end.
The fire claimed the Eldorado Hotel and the Cumming's Albion
Hotel amongst others. The then wooden Shire Hall (opposite the
Eldorado Hotel) was said to have been under threat from the heat
of the fire (Alexandra Times, 23 May 1874).

May 1881 The Shire Council communicated with well known Collins
Street Architect W. H. Ellerker. He subsequently submitted
plans and specifications to the Shire for the building. Plans
he drew up have been lost. A tracing of the original plan was
prepared by Architect C.E. Wright in 1925 and can be seen
later in this factsheet.

July 1881 On the eve of calling for tenders for the construction of the
Town Hall, a debate arose regarding the proposed site.

October 1881 Plans were altered to allow for an upgraded 60 feet hall
instead of the first proposed 35 feet hall.

October 1881 Tenders were called for to build the Town Hall.

18 October 1881 The tender was awarded to Thomas Carison.

5 November 1881 The structure that was Alexandra's first Town Hall was sold
at auction.

November 1881 The contract to build Alexandra's second Town Hall was
awarded to Thomas Carison (often miss-spelt Carrison) at a
cost of £2,214.
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December 1881 Construction on Alexandra's second and current Town Hall
commenced.
February 1882 The construction of the Town Hall was reported as being

well under way.

April 1882 A motion was passed at a monthly Council Meeting that the
Shire Hall be opened with a Banquet and Ball, with the
ticket price being £1, 1s for both and 15s for the Ball. It was
also passed that pricing for fencing and furniture supplied to
the Shire by the contractor Thomas Carison be accepted.

May 1882 Thomas Carison granted a four week extension of time to
allow for completion of various additional works, including
the construction of a stage at the eastern end of the hall.

7 July 1882 A detailed description of the new Town Hall was given in
the Alexandra and Yea Standard. It included a description of
the circular Coat of Arms located in the pediment, moulded
by Mr Scurry of Melbourne and the tiled floor. It was stated
that the total cost for all building and fittings was £2,769.

17 July 1882 A substantial ball was help and the Shire Hall officially
opened.
Unknown The iron fencing surrounding the front of the Town Hall was

removed. It is not known what happened to it.

1916 Renovation works were carried out to the hall. (Alexandra &
Yea Standard, Friday 30 June 1916).

1925 A new supper room, offices and stage were constructed. The
architect was C. Ernest Wright of 443 Collins Street,
Melbourne and the builder was Ferguson and Payne.
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1955 Some restoration work was carried out on the Shire Hall.
Most of the decorative elements were removed at this time.
It is not know exactly why this occurred, though it may have
been that it were considered a financial burned to keep them.
Australia was going through a financial crisis around this
time and money for such projects was scarce.

1956 The exterior was painted with impervious gloss paints and
interior redecorations.

1957 Fillings around exterior of the hall and s=construction of
perimeter brick drain to south wall of hall/

1960 Extension of stage on north side and construction of exit
steps.

1969 Painting of interior and exterior of the Shire Hall.

1970c The Coat or Arms was painted in colour. From analysis of

early black and white images circa 1900, it is clear that the
colours did not exactly match the early colours used when
first coloured.

19 January 1976 The Shire Hall and offices were inspected. A report into the
condition of the Shire was prepared by the Shire and a copy
of the report remains today with the Shire. The report
highlights works needed, presents costs and quotes as well
as giving a brief history on the Shire Hall.

22 June 1976 Drysat Pty Ltd inspected the fabric of the building.
23 July 1976 F. G. James Pty Ltd inspected the building.
Unknown Sometime between 2002 and 2009 the Town Hall was

painted a cream colour and the colour colours of the Coat or
Arms was painted over.
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2009 Artworkz commenced this Factsheet.
29 November 2016 Artworkz were made aware of a 1976 report on the

Alexandra Library Restoration. It talked of the condition of
the shire hall and proposals to restore it. The book included
plans and a number of photographs we had not seen before,
including two from around the 1900s.

29 November 2016 Solid plastering and restoration specialist Simon Nygaard
spoke at Artworkz HistoryCafe on the Shire Hall, Post
Office and Library buildings.

30 November 2016 Simon Nygaard attended ArtworkzBreakfast to talk further
on our old buildings.

5 December 2016 Minor repair work was conducted on a wall in the front
northern room by Simon Nygaard of ABODE Restorations.
The rendering was almost sand-like in places and falling
away.

8 January 2018 Artworkz conducted a photoshoot of the Sydney Bank of
New South Wales, which is one of just a handful of
buildings in Australia with a Coat of Arms with the emu on
the left.
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1976 plans produced for the
renovation of the Shire Hall
Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 2016
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1976 plans produced for the
renovation of the Shire Hall
Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services 2016
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1890.

Courtesy Wayne & Jo Miller 2010.
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Alexandra

Shire Hall

circa 1890.
Courtesy Bill & Joan
Walsh 2016.
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1900.

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016.

Page 18



- HISTORIC
FACTSHEET

e

Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1900.

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016.
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HISTORIC SNAPSHOT

Alexandra Shire Hall.
Grant Street, Alexandra circa 1910.

Published with the permission of an anonymous eBay contributor.

Pictured (about) is the current town hall, However, to our
knowledge, the first building to be referred to as a "Town Hall' in
Alexandra District was a small brick structure constructed by
early district pioneer Richard Vining 1871. It was located on the
same block of land as the current Town Hall and was adjoining
Vining's Hotel. Often referred to as the 'Vining's Athenaeum' it
was the largest hall in the district at the time and meetings,
funerals and celebrations may have been held between its walls.

'On the 3rd of November 1871, the Alexandra Times announced
that Mr Vining has laid the foundations for a building that would
contain the largest room in Alexandra. It was often referred to as
'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, though was Christened the "Alexandra
Town Hall" by Vining himself. His wife, Mrs Vining, then laid the

foundation stone and Christened the new structure the "Town
Hall.' (Alexandra Times, Friday 3 November 1871).

Contributions Welcome

Page 20



HISTORIC SNAPSHOT

Alexandra Shire Hall.

Published eSplash143 Grant Street, Alexandra circa 1910.

26 February 2016

Published with permission of eBay contributor
who wishes to stay anonymous.

To our knowledge, the first structure referred to as a "Town Hall'
in Alexandra was a small brick structure constructed by early
pioneer Richard Vining 1871. Located on the same land as the
current Town Hall, it was adjoining the Vining's Hotel. Often
referred to as the 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, it was the largest hall
in the district at the time and local events, funerals and
celebrations may have been held between its walls.

"On the 3rd of November 1871, the Alexandra Times announced that Mr
Vining has laid the foundations for a building that would contain the
largest room in Alexandra. It was often referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum
Hall, though was Christened the "Alexandra Town Hall" by Vining
himself. His wife, Mrs Vining, then laid the foundation stone and

Christened the new structure the "Town Hall'." (Alexandra Times, Friday 3
November 1871).

Contributions Welcome
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1900.

Courtesy Simone Adams 2010.
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Alexandra Shire Hall with the location of the Payne water fountain circa 1970c

Courtesy Simone Adams 2010.
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Alexandra Shire Hall with the location of the Payne water fountain circa 1971

State Library Victoria
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Unknown street parade at the Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1960.

Courtesy Mick McEvoy 2016
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Unknown street parade at the Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1960.

Courtesy Mick McEvoy 2016
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Alexandra Shire Hall circa 1976.

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016.
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Condition of the Shire Hall as shown in the 1976 report prepared by the Shire

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016.
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Condition of the Shire Hall as shown in the 1976 report prepared by the Shire

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016.
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Condition of the Shire Hall as shown in the 1976 report prepared by the Shire

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi 2016.
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The Alexandra Shire Hall 2002 with the shield on the
Coat or Arms in colour.

Close-up of the shield on the colour Coat or Arms in 2012.
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One of the Shire Halls six original Chimneys (three per side). Only four remain today with
the two at the rear of the building (the Eastern end) having been long since removed.
Originally the structure had two large open fireplaces providing heating during
the cooler seasons. The other four chimneys were ornamental.

Page 32



HISTORIC
FACTSHEET

Alexandra Shire Hall 2010
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Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor
Closer view next page

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi
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OTT, R WILLIAMS, W
OTT, S.EM wiLMoT, |
¢ WILSON, A
WILSON, AR

$ ORCHARD, O.W,
HOKSON ANNING, N.H MAMHONLY, LE OWENS, W
OOKSON, W.W ANNING: T. R $ MANSFIELD, ™ PANTOL. J.
OUCHMAN, ¢ ARDING, E.J MARROW, H.J PARSONS, A
ARKESS, D MASON, A PATIENCE, A $SEBIRE, F.H
ASSETT, J MASON, L, 0O PATIENCE, ( SHAW ALE

ASSETT, T.I MASO : PATIENCE, 1 ‘ SHAW, 0.1 WILSON

<) ) A 1 P AV "™

Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi
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' 1939-1945 WAR ¢

SISTER F.STEVENSON

ABOWLER
AsowieR REMEMBER
RF.CHANTER

B.COWCHER
F.J.CULHANE IN HONOUR AND

E.W.DOCKING
A CEDWARDS GRATITUDE THE
P.EDWARDS MEN AND WOMEN

WE.EDWARDS
J.ELWARD OF THIS SHIRE
K.FLEETON WHO SERVED

R.AHANNING
3. KOPANICA AUSTRALIA
AKILPATRICK EVEN UNTO THE

F.KILPATRICK
S.V.MACKRELL SUPREME SACRIFICE
A.K.MURRAY PRESERVING A

A MEMARTIN HERITAGE FOR US

J.P.O'DONNELL
E.C.STILLMAN TO GUARD

C.THIES
H.WATERS AND CHERISH

L.WEBSTER

pE—-———

LEST WE FORGET

Shire of Alexandra Roll of Honor

Courtesy Shire of Murrindindi
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Hlerantva Biwes.

“ VeritasOmalae Vincle"

— —
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1871

80 we are likely to have a huilding
eapabloe of contaiviog our large population
on important occasions. Mr Vining bhas
laid the foundation of s building of which
one room wilk be Gdx 22Ms. Bo fur o
good. This will be 1he largest room in
Alexandra. The building is to be of brick
and the foundation stone. Mrs Vining in
laying the foundation stone said, ‘! I christen
this building the Alexandra Towa Hall, and
may the work now commenced be carried
ou in order and in a workmanlike mancer ;
and when matters of great impartacce of &
moral, social, or political obaracter move
the people, may they sssemble here in all
their mujesty and power, and let the rulers
of the land bear their voice. And as for
the Shire Councillors, if they do not per-
form their duty, thes will the ratepayers
gether into this building and censure the
President of the Shire Council and all those
whe act with bim.” (Cheers.) After this
the party returned to Mr Vising’s, and par-
took of an excellent luncheon provided by

that gentieman.
Alexandra Times

Friday 3rd November 1871
Courtesy National Library Australia

Mr Vining's Town Hall.

Alexandra Times
Friday 3 November 1871
National Library Australia

The Official Town Hall currently standing in
Grant Street Alexandra was not the first
structure named "Town Hall'.

On the 3rd of November 1871, the Alexandra
Times announced that Mr Vining has laid the
foundations for a building that would contain
the largest room in Alexandra. It was often
referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall, though
was Christened the 'Alexandra Town Hall'

by Vining himself.

His wife, Mrs Vining, then laid the foundation
stone and Christened the new structure the
"Town Hall'.

In Mrs Vining's speech, she expanded on her
dreams for his "Town Hall'. This included its use
as a place of assembly for matters of:

- great importance.

- moral importance.

- social importance.

- political importance.

- Shire councillor accountability.

Cheers rang out upon her finishing her talk.
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GRAND FOPULAR '

ERTERTAINZENT,

to be held as

The New Town Edl,

Adjoining Vining's Hotel,

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 14,

In aid of the Funds of the Alexandra

COMMOIT SCHOOL.

PROGRAMME.
Prologue .. Mr Monahan
Song e Mr W. Moon
Recitation ... we Mr E.Whitelaw
Song oo e Mr H, M. Taglor
Duet ooe ..Mre Morris & Mise Moon
Resding ... oo we MrJ. Branch
Duet s Mre Morris & Mr R, Higgine
Oration ... v o Me J, Whitelaw
—)—
va ej ten minufes.
——
Bong . oo we Mr Hofland
Reading ... . we Mr Emerson
Bong vee oo . Miss Morris
Bong .. oo e we Mr Branch
Recitation ooe oo we Mr Monahan
Duet ... oto 'b Moon & Mr W. Moon
Song w s e MrH.M, Tay!
Song . M S, WL
Gd &n cho M-lvcyhody

—_—0=—0—
Admission—Froot Seats le., Back Seats 6d.

To commence at Eight o'clock
Alexandra Times

Friday 14th June 1872
Courtesy National Library Australia

The first Alexandra Town Hall adjoining the
Vining Hotel

Alexandra Times
Friday 14 June 1872

This article tells us that the original Town Hall,
was next door to the Vining Hotel in Grant
Street.

It also tells us that it was being used for
entertainment and fund raising events. In this
instance the Town Hall was hosting 'Grant
Popular Entertainment' in aid of the Funds of
the Alexandra Common School.
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THE ALEXANDRA ATHENZEUM.
— .

The formal opening of 1his eemmodious
and substuntial building took place on Mon-
day night last by a grand amnteur perform-
ance. The lurge hall win densely crowded,
avd many who hiad purchuvd vckute were
unsbie to obtain adm t wnce. I'here certuinly
hws never been such a gothering in Alexundra
tor numbers and respectahility. The Liall »
160 teet 1a leng'h and "0 feet 10 brewdth,
thin wal's being of brick and the root ot iron.
(e acoustc properties of the house are
remarkably good. The walla have heen
ornamentsd with paint ngs on the plaster of
parrots, flowers, &c, g1ving » pleasant, lively
appearancys tu the wuwin body of the building.
A commodivus stage with wing walls has
been arco'od nad n nent procamtr The
scenery l?c: ot up '.th great fwpte and
nm'lity, ooﬂu Ty wr superior to anything of
the kind we haye ever seen out of Melhoarne
‘Tiwe storm ot sea, the sbhips, bouts, thunder,
lightoing, and numerous other effects were
remurksbly good, and ewlied forth the nd-
wirstioa and wonder ol the mudience Mr
Charles Humea, who painted the sceaery,
has a remarkable tusts and taleas for this
kind of art.

Alexandra Times
Saturday 26 September 1874
Courtesy National Library Australia

Alexandra's second 'Town Hall' was the Athenaeum at 150 x 30 feet which was used as a hall.

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Saturday 26 September 1884
National Library Australia

Page 41


http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58215173

HISTORIC
FACTSHEET

NEWSPAPERS

ABTRONOMY.

A L =® o T U R E
POPULAR ASTRONOMY
Will be givea ayun

REYV. D. E B 8,
In the
S8HIRE HALL,

On TUESDAY EVENING, 16th INST.

Chair w0 be taken at half-past Seven
o'elock.

The object of the lecture will be to show
bow the study of the heavens may be made
interesting and practically uselul to all.

Spegial reference will be made to the recent
traneit of Venus.

ADMISSION FREE, but s Collection
will be taken towards the Presbyterian
Chureh Buildiag Fund.

Alexandra Times
Saturday 12 June 1875
Courtesy National Library Australia

Reference Alexandra's second Town Hall, where an event was described
as being at the 'Shire Hall’

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Saturday 12 June 1875
National Library Australia
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AMexantva Limes,

FURLIBMED EVERY BATURDAY

“ Veritas Gmnina Vipcls,'

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1876.

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE IN GRANT
SBTREET.
—_——

The township bas again suffored from «
destructive conflngration, and ench block of
our main street has now been visited in turn
by the devouring element,

Bevond Vining's hotel
stood the Athenmum Hull, a large brick
building, which from the mtense heat caught
fire iu several places, and at one time seemed
in great danger, being eo full of smoke that
it was impossible to enter. Everything wae
st laet remsoved but the mere shell, and
copious doses of water were well uwpplied till
the denger wns over, though the beame and
rafters beneath the iron roof were charred
and shrivelled the bheat., The wooden
struoture at the used w8 dressing rooms
wis partly torn dowp, end a consideruble
expeaditure will be required to put the hall
i':.:‘;r i V;y‘" oould be :.vod

‘s, = spread so ly,
the billiard'table, stock, and most of the
furniture being lost, Uf. Vining's md
Williams's premises nothing was left standing
but the blackened chimneys, snd the des-
truction was all socomplisiied perbaps within
half aa hour.

Alexandra Times
Saturday 9 December 1876
Courtesy National Library Australia

Alexandra’s second Town Hall (Vining's
Athenaeum) was damaged by the Grant Street
Fire. Also confirms that Vining's Hotel and
Vining's Athenaeum are different structures,
but adjacent to each other.

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Saturday 9 December 1876
National Library Australia
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Mr Thomas Carrison was the successfu'
enderer for our new shire hall at the
amount of £2,214. There were in all five
tenders sent in, the highest being £28756
and the lowest, that of Parsons and Watt,
£1,924.
| There can be no mistake about it now,
a8 the old rookery which hus so long done
| duty as a pablic house, ball room, library
' |and council chamber, is to be sold to the
. | highest bidder on the 6th of November, us
' |the hammer, and must be taken away by
| |the fortunate purchaser.

Alexandra Times
Friday 21st October 1881
Courtesy National Library Australia

The tender for the construction of the new (third) Shire Hall was awarded to Thomas Carison.
It is also worth noting that the old Town Hall is to be sold to the highest bidder.

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 21 October 1881
National Library Australia
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The new Bhire Hall building s
making rapid progress, the brick work
leing up to the wall plates, and the
principals of the roof in position. A
very good idea of the general effect of
the building can now be obtsined. and
the general effect realised. Mr Carison,
the contractor, 18 metively superintending
the progress of the work, and js using
every effort to give satisfaction and to
complete in contract tinie, and we may
fairly hope to have festivities under its
rool by the date of the Queen's birthday.

Alexandra Times

Friday 17th February 1882
Courtesy National Library Australia

Construction of the new Town Hall under way

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 17 February 1882
National Library Australia
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; SHIRE HALL,

Mr Curison, the contractor for the
Hall, supplied the Connei) with the por-
ticulars and prices of feacing and o i ?I%xanggaic \_(Iefét;ndard
tnee  Tron fencing for the front and Nrallti?))rllal LibprgryAustralia
partially rounl one side of e building,
with doubls gates, blne stone cap, l-H(.'l\
and concrete founlations, vonld cos
£150; a large talle for the main hall,
cwith 10 drawers, £18; smailer celar
teble, £7: 34 ®torms at £, £136.
These items amonnied o €311, Chairs
ecould ba obtained at all rrices. The
| stage he thouglit should ie Joft g0 the
architect.

After discussion, it was decided, on
the motion of the President, seconded by
Cr Wheelor—That Mr Carison’s offer bo
accepted st the prices mentioned, subject
to specifieation~, to be submitted by him
to a committee meeting the following
Wednesday, being approved of. Mr
Carison was also requested to obtain
patterns and price lists of chairs before
' the next ordinary day of meeting:

. OPENING CEREMONY.

' Cr Wheeler moved, and Cr Wightman
seconded—That the opening of the Shire

| Hall be celebrated by a banquet and ball,
tickets to sdmit to both to be £1 1s;

 for ball only 15s.

. The motion was carried.

- Ju was resolved that Mr T. Hunt,

M.L.A., and several members of the
Ministry sbould be invited to be present
on the oceasion, and the meeting then

‘adjourned.

Discussion on the new Town Hall

Alexandra Times
Friday 28th April 1882
Courtesy National Library Australia
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THE NEW SHIRE HALI

pleted, it will interest our ™ W
place before them a lew re.narks in re—
ference t0 tha bauilding, and the reason
for its erecvion. Fuir several vears it
was felt that & new hall was absolutely
necessary, the building formerly used
being & most dilapidated and uusightly
siructure, and in every respect unsuitabie
for the purpose. Aftyr giving the sub—
jeet much thought and consideration,
the council, in May 1851, communicated
with Mr W. H. Ellerker, the well.
known architect of Collins street, Mul-
bourpe, who submitted plans and
specificationy of the proposed bailding.
These were approved of, bu: on the eve
of calling for tenders, objection was taken
to the site, with tne result that action
was deferrad until aftec 1he sunual elec-
ion the following Augo-t, when the
ratepayers decided by a large majority of
votes in favor of the present site, which
is the same uron which the old building
formerly stood. "n Oetober, the plan
having been meanwhile alterod g0 anto

of 35 feet, as orig nally drawn, tenders
were called for, and on the 15th of the
same vonth, the tinder of Mr Thomas
Ustisun was acceptet o the sam of
€213 1ls 94, There have been no
cxtras upon the building, but special
contracts have since boen let to Mr
Carison for a stace, seats, chairs, iron
railins. dramage, &c., bringing the total
cont up o £276°0. The following
18 the desediption of the tuilding. The
architectnre may Le ull---!:(,‘lmi':lhliln.
Ihe portico faciugr Grant- street vecupies
the fall fiontage of the building, an! s
approached by a flight of stone stops. 1t
has wmix Dorie coiamus, 2:4 inches in
dia neter ; the pediment is dencille ', an.l
in the centre, in a ciienlar mou'ded
pancl, wre the Australian  Arme,
I modelled l'y Mr N‘ﬂlﬂ‘y, of Melboarne.
The Hoor 18 tiled, and between each
| column are semu-circular heacted windows,
| the cotre ovening: having the ain
e tianie door- The sde to the U.T.
creek s cememted,  smimilar to the
principal ele vation, and has an entrancs
to the rate co'lector's office and com
‘ mitteesroom.  Entering Ly the main
entranct throuzh the lobby, which is 11
tear 3 inches wide, the secretary's office
‘ is on the right, and the enginvers ¢n he
fett @ both rooms are 15 feet b, 12 reet,
| and 15 feet 6 inches high, with coraice:,
| aui lovwers b ceilings The large Laa
in 60 feot Lmg wnd 12 foot 9 inelies wide

make the main hall 60 et long in place:

- ———

Now that our new Sbire Hall is com- | Itis divided and ormamentad by jilaste 8
| et in Keon s eement, with moul ed caps

and vases, aud hondsome eonuee, frieze,
aad arclitrave The cr:“nn s wagons
"shapet, anl o boanded, Lo mcon tiesl
| Prarpeeses the height in the centre is
| 21 feet G inc WAt o tue top of L e
coriee 1t s 10 et Phie iron Lie eoan

[ o L peoneipnls shew bslow the boarded
Pecilingg, and o wlll be taned asetul b
suspending  fues or other decopati e

when ¢ |v|il¢~|’.
circu'ar liosied
are two hr l'i'"

il s hghroa y

windows.  Tlherpe
es, an o oemvnted dado
and sharting &'l rannd tie walls Amiple
Linlet  venuletion in provided  on 1
Fotin system turough tao pulnasters il
lonvees in fenlught over the dars, while
for the aulet ventilation thiere are tii=e
|'T ga'o iron tnbes, conmunisting w ti
louvres on the outaide of the roaf.  There
are zinc Jis s hang below the ceiling to
prevect any possibility of down draughe.
| This is the oystem introluced by Mr
Ellerker in the State Behool, Lee street,

vl

one of the best vontilated achools in the
colony. At the end of the hall, &
handsome stage, 26 feet bygl5 fevt, has
been eiccted, which will prove of in-
estimable service for public meetin. s and
performances  The aconstic properties
of the hall appear to be excellent. Im-
mediately 8¢ ths back of the hall is the
eomunittee~room 80 feet by 15 feet, and
15 feet 6 inches high ; there isalso the
ratw collector's room, 12 feet Ly 10 feet
9 inches, and both have handsome
vornices and centrc flowers, and are we |
veatilated. The roof is covered with the
best Bungor slates. The iron raitin

was supplied by Mosars Philips llls
McWalters, of the Vietirian Foundry,
Melboarne, and is & good specimen of
casting.

We undarstand the Councillors are
perfoctly satisfied with the manner in
which Mr W. H. Fllerker has carried
out the work, without having givin any
trouble to them, and without involving
thewm in any extras—a most unasual
thing—and they bave invited that
geutleman t5 the banquet and ball to be
gwven on the occasion of opening the
hall. In conclusion we must not omit a
word of praire to Mr Carison who has
carried out the work—as he alwaya
does—in the mest satisfactory manner,
and given general satisfaction, The
ratepayers of this Shire have now & hall
second to none in the Eestein district,
and we feel sure that they will never
mﬁ. having erected their new Bhire

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 7th July 1882
Courtesy National Library Australia

Carlton, which is acknowledged to be’ f

A description of the Town Hall.

Of note is that it mentions that the
new Town Hall is located on the
same site as the first Town Hall.

It also mentions that the Coat of
Arms was created as a part of the
original plans.

The ventilation system was based
on the ventilation system
previously introduced at a
Carlton State School, which was
known at the time as being one
of the best ventilated schools

in the colony.

Alexandra Times
Friday 7 July 1882
National Library Australia
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Opening of the New
Shire Hadl.
e i
The new Alexandm™Shire Hall, «
which we oave a fll“ 'l"~-'l'i,)|i'lll nou
recent issue, was formally opened on
Monday Inst. The weather fortunately
prove | propitvms,  the sun  shinmng
brughthv Corthy and wlbibine © ey to
the sounnte | seene .\‘hul‘ll_\ alter mad
day, the townstup began th wear o aoli-
dny appenran. ¢, sl poople ¢ommenecd
floekine e from all divect s, The
Cornor Hotel, ws usual on ovensoms of o
[estive naviare, was galy Jecoratol with
banting, while trom other Laild ngs an
oceasionnl flag was to by seen was ug i
the breeze.  Abont 2 o'clock the Alexan-
dra Brasa Band awder the leaderdig o
Mr 17 Seorali, took apoits position on
the ba ey of the Cormer (1 ael] and
dseonrsed s pariting mas o the erowld
which hal oy thi= tome rathercd o the
Wrect, an b osoon alterwar i<, o cavaleade
sty of sbhour o lyindee | horsegen,
an ) oeve al bz s flled swarh acengpomt s,
with Mr Peter Dan e pues deni of
tiee Slare, ot the ||--u-l, startod aut w
syt the Njn i l"l-’ll'h conltuim ny l"“
Moteral anl Parliomentary  puests,
I'he '~-'u‘v‘~‘ of Yean heovine taben nd-
vinbes o of the oeeaston o olbor tiae
woloome o tne visitors, Nlexan hra was
vt reached until oa D oter hone g wa
e puttendy and 1t was ‘l‘ll‘-i lout
Vhen the coach attemded by - anpuosings
. o drawve it the town Yool
i1 at the Corter dlotel, e o tog-
Wi el owahr thiree vopcbns eheers
e the aesembie Uoer owd, vl B b sl
bt and o mwedl ol ety wel-
etz W a bl deday, o st was
i d s for the hall, and the victors waere
Suewh through the various rooins, ap-
pearing  groatly pleased  at whot they
aw,

Alexandra Times
Friday 21st July 1882
Courtesy National Library Australia

Opening of the Town Hall 17 July 1882.

Alexandra Times
Friday 21 July 1882
National Library Australia
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Saturday 20 June 1885

Picturesque Victoria

Marysville to Alexandra
The Argus 1885

In striking comparison to the paltry state school here is the Shire
Hall. This magnificent building attracts the attention of every
stranger. It is the finest of its kind out of Melbourne.

The main hall is 75ft by 40ft, with a splendid Stage scenery and
dressingrooms. Behind this is a council chamber and rooms where
Masons meet and offices of the shire, where Mr Moon (the
secretary) and Mr Alston (the rate collector) hatch their schemes
against the pockets of taxpayers.

The Alexandra Shire Council of nine, of which the present president
IS Mr Thomas Carison, of Alexandra, are naturally proud of the
grand building they own.

The rateable value of the property in the shire is about £20,000. | do
not think the council is in debt, but they have a good asset in their
Shire Hall

Extract from the Argus 1885
Courtesy National Library Victoria
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To-day we have to announce the demise
of another old identity and a former re-
presentative of the 8t. Kilds oouncil, in
the person of Mr. William Henry Ellerker,
J.P., the well known architect, who died
on Monday last al kis late residence in
Crimen-strect, St. Kilia.

tions taking part,general sympathy for the
bereaved relatives and regret at the loss of
80 respected a citizen being expressed.

The Bk Kilda couseil at itp poeting on

bereavement.

_Mr. Ellerker waa born is_Kgelawd Land
same to this colony in 1838, entering the
office of Mr. Thomas Kemp, the well-known
Melbourne architect, & few weeks after his
srrival.  After a loag residence in South
Melbourne, he settled in Bt. Kilda whete he
had resided for many years, always taking
aun active interest in local affairs. For
three years' he filled the position of cor-
respondent of the local board of advice,
and in 1884 was elected a councillor of the
borough for the North ward. In the
following year he was unanimously elected
mayor, and carried out the important duties
appertaining to that office with satisfaction.
During his tenure of office occurred: the
settlement of the contrast with the Govern-
ment for erecting the new Prince's-bridge,
Mr. Ellerker signing the engagement on
behalf of his council to pay #10,000
towards its erection ; and also the arrange-
ment by which Albert Park was
handed over in perpetuity to the counoils
of South Melbourne and 8t. Kilda
and the Board of Land and Works,
thus preventing any more sales of land
(in tbat fine park, Mr. Eilerker, with the
late Cr. Johnston, being elected as the first
trustees on behalf of 88, Kilda, After Mr,

Thé feceased
gentleman bad been in delieate health for
pome time past and the aad event was not un.
expeoted. The funeral which took place on
Wednesday at the Metbourne General Ceme-
tery was very largely sttended, the deceased
being a prominent Mason and Orangeman, a
large number of members of those institu-

Weduesday dvening, odemd’ & jetter of
condoletice to be fotwarded to M. Bllerker
expressive of sympathy with her im her

DEATH OF A ST. KILDA EX-
MAYOR.

—_—— - -

The Late Mr. W. H. Ellerker.

Ellerker's term of office was over, he was
presented by his brother councillors with a
beautifully {{luminated address in appreci-
stion of his servioes, and in 1886 he was
gazetted a justice of the peace for the
oentral bailiwick. In March of that year
he visited Europe, the tour occupying
thirteen moaths. In 1837 he was elected
sn sssociate of the original institate of
srchitects in Melbourne, then & member,
and aftgrwards a Fellow of the present
institute, and during his trip to Bngland
had the bonor of being elected a Fellow of
the Royal Institute of British Architeots.
In 1863 he went to Queensland, remaining
there three years, during which time designs
were invited for the Queensland Houses
of Parliament ; tenders were called
for fonr of the designs considered most
worthy, and, that of Mr, Ellerker's was re-
commended by s royal commission,
together with the tender of Mr O.
Beauchamp for adoption, but the Govern.
ment baving by the advice of the colonial
architect altered its views and determined
to erect all public offices in the same
building, Mr, Ellerker's design was not
carried out. In 1866 he returned to Mel.
bourne, where he had been in business ever
since.

Amongst his works are the Temperance,
Horticultaral, and Protestant hall, Mel.
bourne ; the Carlton Hall erected by Mr.
Munre, the Premier, which was commenced
sud in three weeks the walls were up, the
roof ou, and Mr. Manro, who had been re-
fused all the large rooms in the district
during an election campaign, spoke in it,
and was subsequently elected by a large
majority. The residences of the Hon. the
Bpeaker (Bir M. H. Davies); the Premier,
the Hon. Jas. Munro, M.P., Armadale ; the
Hon. ¢, H. James, Toorak ; and the late
Mr. B. Gibson, Roysl Park, are all moau-
ments to Mr. Ellerker’s skill and taste as
an architect.

The Prahran Telegraph
Saturday 4th Apnl. 1891
Courtesy National Library Australia

Death of Architect
W.H. Ellerker

The Prahran Telegraph
Saturday 4 April 1891
Courtesy National Library Australia.
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WILLIAM HENRY ELLERKER

Architect and Designer of the
Alexandra Town Hall

William Henry Ellerker was born in England and migrated to Victoria in 1853. He took a
position with architect Thomas Kemp and afterwards with Knight, Kemp and Kerr,
Architects for the design and construction of the Houses of Parliament in Melbourne.
Ellerker was elected to the Institute of Architects in 1857 and transferred his employment
that same year to the Public Works and Railways Department in Victoria. He travelled to
Queensland in 1863, working there for three years in which time he won the competition
for the design of the new Queensland Houses of Parliament. The Queensland
Government later altered its opinion of the winning design and shelved the project.

He returned to Melbourne in 1866 and practised in Victoria until he retired in the late
1800s. He is remembered for a long distinguished career and for designing many notable
buildings. These include the Temperance Hall, Horticultural Hall and Protestant Hall in
Melbourne, as well as the Carlton Hall. The Federal Hotel (formerly the Federal Coffee
Palace) in Melbourne was also attributed to him (amongst others). William is noted in the
book Victoria and Metropolis written by A.P. Sutherland for being 'employed by many
eminent citizens and politicians to design substantial mansions in Melbourne and the
country'. Notably for central Victoria, he designed the Alexandra Shire Hall.

In 1885, William entered into partnership with E.G. Kilburn and the practice continued to
flourish in the book years of 1885-92.

After some dispute regarding the proposed location (which held up the project for a
month) and after some last minute alterations to the plans to extend the length hall from
the 35 feet to 60 feet, tenders were called for.
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COAT OF ARMS REVERSED

The Alexandra Shire Hall is adorned with the
“Coat or Arms”, the Kangaroo and Emu
distinctively showcasing two of our prominent
and amazing animals while the coat of arms
shows our relationship with Mother England.

On the Australian Coat of Alms created for
federation in 1901, the Kangaroo is on the left
and the Emu on the right (top right).

The Alexandra Shire Hall Coat of Arms
(bottom right) has the Kangaroo and Emu
reversed, indicating it was created before
federation in 1901.

A slight change was made to the Australian
Coat of Arms in 1912 to represent each state
and address some small concerns.

The current Australian 50 cent piece shows the
current coat of arms on our Australian Tender
with the Kangaroo on the left which has been
normal since 1901.

Interestingly, the '‘Bowman Flag' emblem
created in 1806 in New South Wales by John
and Honor Bowman, bears a striking
resemblance to the Alexandra Town Hall Coat
of Arms. It was painted using oil paints on silk
material from Honor's wedding dress, and was
a part of the inspiration for Australia's Coat of
Arms.

See our Coat of Arms factsheet for more.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowman_Flag
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The Alexandra
Town Hall was
officially
opened on
17 July 1882

In 2013 Alexandra local Rex Tate raised the prospect of recolouring the Coat of Arms on
the Alexandra Town Hall to match the original colours. While we may not be able to
identify the true original colours (or if it even had colour originally), our research will
continue. Any help would be appreciated.
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COAT OF ARMS SHEILD SYMBOLS

Stars of the
Southern
Cross

(ISZ(I)(:S;I: Mining &
Wool Construction
Shipping
Wheat
Export & Agriculture
Immigration

The Golden Fleece is representative of animal based farming Industry, and
especially the wool industry which was a foundation of the early colony.

The sheaf of wheat represents the Agricultural Industry.

The sailing ship represents Sea Trade (import and export industry)
and early immigration.

The shovel and pick represents the Mining and the construction Industry.

The shield is representative of power and protection. The four elements are
seen to protect and empower the early colony.

Photograph courtesy Allan Layton 2013.
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KEYSTONE MASK

William Henry Ellerker (1853-1891)
was the Architect responsible for the
plans and construction of the
Alexandra Shire Town Hall. He was
likely also behind the keystone mask
above the door of the Town Hall.

~ s It is not currently known whose face
this is and what it is meant to
"W represent. The current thinking is that
J the face may be that of :

_ 1. Janus

- - The Roman god who protected
doorways and gateways. He had
two faces, one looking forward
and the other facing backward
(as a door has two faces).

Portunes

The Roman god of keys, doors
and livestock. He protected the
warehouses where grain was
stored.

Any further information
would be appreciated.

Janus Portunes

INgO

WEBSITE

W. Ellerker

INF®

FACTSHEET

WEBSITE

Page 56


http://www.crystalinks.com/janus.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portunes
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The discrepancy between
the date on the Foundation
Stone laid at the front
door of the Shire Hall and
the date on the trowel
used to lay it, is shown. It
Is believed that a hold up
with the laying of the
stone led to the
discrepancy. On Friday 30 December 1881
the Alexandra & Yea Standard newspaper
reported that the laying of the foundation
stone would be conducted on the following
Wednesday, thereby confirming the 1882
date as the official date of the laying of the
stone.

The trowel was presented to Shire
President Peter Dunn Esp J.P. in
recognition of him laying the foundation
stone of the Alexandra Shire Hall January
(4 January 1882). It is currently held by his
descendants. The Dunn Family were
district pioneers and large contributors to
public affairs locally.

Trowel photographs courtesy Norma & Maria Stace
and Noel Spoldin
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SHIRE HALL FOUNDATION STONE

| also took an active part in all public affairs was 21 years a
Shire Councillor and being President at the time we
were about to build a new Shire Hall (£3000) I had the
honour of laying the foundation Stone, and was
presented with a Silver Trowel suitably inscribed. | was
President of the Agricultural Society on more than one
occasion and did my best for the District in which | spent

36 years of the best of my life.

Extract from
the
History of Peter Dunn
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PAYNE FOUNTAIN

ALEXANDRA SHIRE HALL TO PAYNES PARK

The Alexandra Shire Hall 1971

Note the Payne Drinking Fountain located on the
bottom right of the above image. This fountain was
moved to the Payne Park, corner of Bayley and
Cooper Streets, Alexandra at an unknown time.

The fountain has been capped and is no longer
useable. As of 2015 there are no drinking fountains
located at Alexandra.

The next page shows the fountain at Payne Park.

m Photographer John T. Collins

| —— s —

Courtesy National Library Australia

Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2015



ALEXANDRA DRINKING FOUNTAIN JuLY 2015

This drinking fountain was a token gift by the Payne family and was
originally erected at the front of the Shire Hall. Today it is located at the
Payne Playground located on the corner of Bayley and Cooper Streets,
Alexandra. It is not known when the fountain was moved from the
Shire Hall. Any information welcomed.

THIS AREA AND
ENTRANCE WAS DONATED
: : A g TO THE SHIRE BY
CR. ERNEST ENWARD s Do S F s REG E. PAYNE
PAYNE L ROl Sl (CR DURING 1948-67)
CR. SHIRE OF ALEXANDRA Aot B et s AND HIS FAMILY
1938 - 47 FOR THE PURPOSE OF A
ERECTED BY THE MEMBERS OF CHILDRENS

HIS FAMILY W PLAY GROUND. 1985,

THIS FOUNTAIN IS A TOKEN
TO THE MEMORY OF




What's Missing

Missing: Dentils b -
Area: Under the front top of the roof

Building built: 1881-82 Wm
Opened:: 17 July 1882 .

Iltem Removed: 1955 ENCYCLOPEDIA

Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services The Alexandra Shire Ha” |Ocated

: in Grant Street Alexandra has
had its fascia significantly altered
from its original design. Many of
the original design elements were
replaced with more generic
decorative elements in 1955.
This was done during a period
where the Shire Hall was in need
of repairs and costs were higher
than the Shire could cope with.
The high maintenance elements
were removed and replaced with
more generic elements.

Dentils are closely and evenly spaced rectangular blocks used as decorative elements in
early architecture. Often associated with the classical Roman and Greek architecture
and the neoclassical (Greek Revival) architecture, they were often molded below the
cornice of a building, just below the roofline. Though they were also found in other
areas of a building's design such as the portico (the roof over a porch leading to the
entrance of a building) held up by as seen on pictures of the early Alexandra Shire Hall.

Circa 1910 Circa 1910
Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asparagaceae
http://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/articles/scot-bells/gorbals-foundry-output.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-dentil-molding-177507
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shire_of_Alexandra

What's Missing

Missing: Insert Panel Molding

Building built: 1881-82
Opened:: 17 July 1882
ltem Removed: 1955

Area: Around the inserted panel (Coat of Arms)

> N
WHI NI

ENCYCLOPEDIA

q

Courtesy Murrindindi Library Services

The Alexandra Shire Hall located
in Grant Street, Alexandra, has
had its fascia significantly altered
from its original design. Many of
the original design elements were
replaced with generic decorative
elements in 1955. This was
during a period where the Shire
Hall was in need of significant
repairs and the maintenance costs
were deemed too high. Therefore
the high maintenance elements
were removed and replaced with
lower cost elements.

The decorative panel moldings located around the inserted decorative Coat of Arms
once featured evenly spaced lines used in early architecture. This was associated with
the classical Roman and Greek architecture and the neoclassical (Greek Revival)
architecture. These were used around inserted panels to create a decorative effect. This
simple and effective design element was often seen in other areas of a building's design,
and was cheap and easy to create. Below are some images showing the early Alexandra
Shire Hall insert panel. Today the insert panel is smooth (right image).

Visible as additional
decorative elements |

Circa 1950

Present Day
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asparagaceae
http://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/articles/scot-bells/gorbals-foundry-output.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-dentil-molding-177507
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shire_of_Alexandra
http://www.whitingsociety.org.uk/articles/scot-bells/gorbals-foundry-output.html
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NOTES

« The first Town Hall in Alexandra was built by Richard (Dick) Vining, and was often
referred to as 'Vining's Athenaeum Hall. It was Christened the "Alexandra Town
Hall" by Vining himself upon the laying of the foundation stone in 1871 and served
many purposes akin to a those of a Town Hall.

« The Foundation Stone at the front door says “ERECTED A.D. 18817, yet was
actually laid 4 January 1882 by Peter Dunn Esq due to an unknown hold up.

« The current Shire Hall was built to conform with a "Classic Italian"
Architecture.

. Shire Hall building was at the time the greatest single building costing for the
Alexandra Shire.

. The current Shire Hall originally had a tiled floor.

. The current Shire Hall was built with a then state-of-the-art ventilation system,
that was previously used at a Carlton State School. This school was regarded as
having one of the best ventilation systems in the colony at that time.

« In the 1980s the then Shire Council attempted to have the Town Hall
demolished. A public outcry saw them reverse their idea and led to the Shire
upgrading the structure instead.

. In 2012, the Alexandra Cinema closed for good. The cinema had for many
decades operated out of the Town Hall successfully, though changes in
entertainment technology and the way people watch movies saw a significant
decline in patronage. A renewed attempt was made to bring the cinema back
and this has been successful to date.

. The Coat or Arms were called the "Australian Arms' and were modelled by Mr
Scully of Melbourne.
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