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The first mention of the need for a library at Alexandra was in the 5 June 1868 issue of 

the Alexandra Times newspaper (its second issue) when schoolboy Mr John O'Connor 

wrote to the editor John Whitelaw stating: 

 

'As a school-boy, badly provided with books, and having some spare time every 

evening after school hours to devote to mental culture, I have to request that you 

will have the kindness to lay before the people of Alexandra the necessity of 

establishing a reading room in the town, which can be resorted to at (say) 

one shilling per week'. 

 

However, it was not until some time later that this was realised. The first library at 

Alexandra was the initiative of local businessman Augustus Moon in 1872 and was run 

from a small room in the Miners Exchange Hotel (site of the current Alexandra Hotel). 

However the Hotel was completely lost to the Grant Street fire of 1872 which also 

destroyed most of the businesses along the western side of northern Grant Street.  

First established:   1877 

Building (stage 1):  1883 

Extension (stage 2):  1891 

Extension (stage 3):  2004/05 

Originally the Free Library was run from a 
room at the early Alexandra Hotel. Later in 
1883 the first library building was 
competed, with a second extension 
completed 1891 and a third 2005. 

STAGE 1 

1883 

STAGE 2 

1891 
STAGE 3 

2004/05 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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It was not until later in 1877 that a Members Committee was formed and a new library was 

established, which included Augustus Moon. They drafted a set of rules for the running of 

the library and set up a building subscription system and set the subscription amount. The 

Committee met at the old Shire Hall on a monthly basis. 

 

Then in 1882 plans were drawn up for a Library Hall and rooms at the request of the Shire, 

by Melbourne Architect William Henry Ellerker (the same Architect who designed the 

Alexandra Town Hall). His plans would have cost in excess of 300 pound, but the Shire 

were only prepared to pay a maximum of 300 pound. Mr Ellerker was asked if it would be 

possible to reduce the size of the project by only building the 20 ft x 30 ft hall and leaving 

the two additional rooms to be built at a later stage. Mt Ellerker agreed. 

 

In 1883, after the completion of the Alexandra Town Hall and on the opposite corner of 

Grant and Perkins Streets, the library moved into its newly built Mechanics Institute and 

Free Library building. The new building ended up costing 500 pound and marked the 

SSSTAGETAGETAGE   111   

1883 

SSSTAGETAGETAGE   222   

1891 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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beginning of the Alexandra Library - which remains to this day. This brought to reality, the 

dream of Augustus Moon, who had desired to see the establishment of a library to service 

the entire community. The opening day of the Library (Mechanics Institute) attracted 

around 1,000 people and the brass band were a highlight of the ceremony. 

 

The appointment of the library’s first paid assistant proved beneficial. In the first half of 

1883, the library averaged 17 persons for each night the institute was opened. Yet, they 

also had 18 books unreturned out of their 630 volumes. Late subscription fees also 

hindered the progress of the library. The purchase of venetian blinds and lamps that year 

cost the library £15. 

 

The Alexandra Mechanic’s Institute & Free Library building in 1983. 
Photograph courtesy Wayne & Jo Miller 2010. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  



Page 7 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

In 1884, the year after opening, 4,293 visitors took the time to write their names in the 

visitor book. By 1885 the libraries reading room contained over 700 volumes. 

 

In 1891, the building capacity was doubled, when a billiard room was added on the left 

of the original structure. The facade identically matched the existing facade of the first 

building, expanding the windows to four, and the entryways to two. 

 

In 2004, the modern extension (visible on the left of the structure) was added to library. 

This led to a doubling of the floor space. The extension was constructed on the land that 

was previously used by the Alexandra Standard until circa 1966 when the Standard 

Office building was removed and the business moved further north to 45 Grant Street. 

 

During the 2004 renovation, a time capsule was uncovered by workers in the wall on the 

northern side of the Alexandra Library building. The wall has been originally constructed 

as a part of the second extension in 1891, the same date shown on documents in the time-

capsule. Previous to the time capsule being found, the wooden Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Office building was located on the northern end of the library and butted up to this brick 

wall, made from hand made local bricks. 

 

The time capsule was located when the wall was being partly dismantled to make way 

for a large archway allowing passage between the newest third extension (built 2004/05) 

into the second extension (built 1891). 

 

The contents of the capsule included four hand written pieces of paper in a large glass 

bottle, three glass ink bottles and one clay ink bottle. They were put into safe storage by 

the Alexandra Library and remained boxed until Artworkz were made aware of the time 

capsule and its contents 29 March 2016 by Library officer Libby Kotschet. David 

Hibbert of Artworkz photographed the items in question that day and commenced work 

on a factsheet the following morning. 

 

Today, this original 1887 structure, makes up the right hand half of the historic library 

building. The library has access to tens of thousands of publications, access to computers, 

as well as offering ongoing community events. With a full time staff of three workers, 

and a mobile district library truck, the community is well served by this ongoing 

community service. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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In March 2015 a small Mechanics Institute Plaque paid for by the Friends of the Library 

was unveiled on the front outside wall of the library. 

 

Local Cath Chanter told us of her memories of cooking in the old kitchen prior to the 

2004 extension when the kitchen was relocated. She told us of how events and even 

weddings were held in the library, and how the catering was done by locals. She fondly 

spoke of how the ladies would work together and make trifles. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  



TIMELINE 
B A S I C  T I M E L I N E  O F  E V E N T S  
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5 June 1868 First mention of the need of a Library in the local print media 

(Alexandra Times, 5 June 1868). 

 

10 February 1882 Thomas Carison gave a rough quote on the price of a 20 ft x 15 ft 

Mechanics Institute Hall (258 pound). Land owned by Mrs 

Whitelaw was considered for the hall on Downey Street opposite 

the Post office and adjoining Mr Allardyce's residence. 

(Alexandra & Yea Standard, Friday 10 February 1882). 

 

17 July 1882 The Alexandra Town Hall was officially opened. It was 

constructed by local builder Thomas Carison in accordance with 

amended plans from Melbourne Architect William Ellerker 

(offices at 41 Collins Street, Melbourne). 

 

1 September 1882 Plans for a Mechanics Institute hall and rooms were received by 

the Shire from Melbourne Architect William Ellerker: 

 

 Plans were received at the beginning of the week from Mr W. H. 

Ellerker, architect of a design for the Mechanics Institute and 

Free Library building proposed to be erected in Grant street, 

Alexandra. If carried out according to Mr Ellerker's plans, the 

building would be an ornament to the town, but it is feared that 

the cost of such a hall would be too great for the limited funds of 

the committee, and some modifications will probably. have to be 

made. The matter will come up for discussion at the Monthly 

meeting of the committee to be held next Monday evening.  

(Alexandra & Yea Standard, Friday 1 September 1882). 

 

6 October 1882 Melbourne Architect William Henry Ellerker drew up plans for a 

Library Hall (Mechanics Institute) and rooms. He was then asked 

by the Shire if reducing the plans by building the two rooms at a 

later stage would be possible to keep the cost of the building 

below 300 pound. He agreed it would be. 

 

 'Mr Ellerker to furnish a plan in the amended form'. (Alexandra & 

Yea Standard, Friday 6 October 1882). 

 

20 October 1882 The Shire gave a donation of 25 pound to the Mechanics Institute 

T I M E L I N E  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/5895588
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165393
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165991
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165789
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165873
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165873
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building fund. Builder Cr Thomas Carison (who had just built the 

Shire Hall) seconded the motion brought forward by Cr Lamont. 

(Alexandra & Yea Standard, Friday 20 October 1882). 

 

17 November 1882 Tenders called for the erection of Hall for the Mechanics Institute 

(Alexandra & Yea Standard, Friday 17 November 1882). 

 

15 December 1882 The only tender received for the construction of the Alexandra 

Mechanics Institute and Free Library was from Thomas Carison.  

The price being £390 14s 6d (with a slate roof) or £365 9s 8d for 

an iron roof. The time for receiving tenders was extended. 

(Alexandra & Yea Standard, Friday 15 December 1882).   

 

12 January 1883 Thomas Carison awarded the contract to build the Alexandra 

Mechanics Institute and Free Library: 

 

 'Your committee have much pleasure in stating that the tender for 

the erection of a new building has now been accepted, Mr Carison 

of our Town being the successful tender; amount of tender £365 

for an iron roof building. (Alexandra & Yea Standard, Friday 12 

January 1883). 

 

29 June 1883 The Alexandra Library was built and a Grand Opening 

advertised in the local newspaper for Monday 2 July 1883. It 

was advertised as a GALA DAY, Grand Procession, Fancy 

Dress and Carnival in the afternoon. (Alexandra & Yea 

Standard, 29 June 1883). 

 

1884 In its first operational year, 4,293 visitors took the time to write 

their names in the visitor book. 

 

1885 The reading room contained over 700 volumes. 

 

8 July 1887 Tenders invited for the erection of about 1 1/2 chains of piquet 

fencing between the library and Mr Sault's residence. (Alexandra 

& Yea Standard, Friday 8 July, 1887). 

 

T I M E L I N E  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165900
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57165943
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166018
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166068
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166068
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166487
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166487
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57170221
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57170221
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1891 A second extension to the Alexandra Library was built. 

 

5 March 1891 A time capsule was placed in the northern wall of the Alexandra 

Library second extension. 

 

6 March 1891 The issue of the Alexandra and Yea Standard dated Friday 

6 March 1891 carried no obvious mention of the time capsule 

which was later found during renovations in 2004. 

 

14 February 1951  The Department of Lands and Survey, informed the Council that 

steps were being taken to transfer the Alexandra Mechanics’ 

Institute and Free Library. (Alexandra Standard, Friday 23 

February 1951). 

 

c1968 The Alexandra Standard Office was demolished. 

 

1969 Alexandra celebrated its Centenary. 

 

2004-2005 A third extension was built onto the Alexandra Library on land 

where the wooden Alexandra Standard building once stood and 

the 'Alexandra Standard' had been printed for may decades. 

 

2004 A hidden Time Capsule was discovered by workers removing 

bricks from the old northern wall of the second extension of the 

Alexandra Library. 

 

2012      Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 

 

29 March 2016 Libby Kotschet of the Alexandra Library made us aware of the 

time capsule and where it was found. Photos were taken with an 

iPhone to be replaced with better images once a professional 

photoshoot could be organised.  

 

30 March 2016 Artworkz commenced work on a factsheet for the time capsule 

found in a library wall 2004. 

 

November 2016 Abode Restorations commenced restoration work on the facia of 

T I M E L I N E  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58568383
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58568383
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the Alexandra Library. Works were completed by early December 

and painting was completed by late December.  

 

29 November 2016 Abode Restoration worker Simon Nygaard spoke at the Artworkz 

HistoryCafe on the work being undertaken by him at the 

Alexandra Library and previously at the Alexandra Post Office. 

 

9 December 2016 Artworkz published eSplash164 with an article on the work being 

done to the Library by Abode Restorations and Simon Nygaard. 

 

21 December 2016 The Alexandra Standard published an article based on the eSplash 

article. 

 

June 2019 Work on creating a Wiki site for the library commenced under the 

guidance of Libby Kotschet and with the help of Artworkz 

researcher Allan Layton. 

 

 

T I M E L I N E  



GALLERY 
R E L AT E D  I M A G E R Y  
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The Library is visible in this early 

image of Alexandra, thought to have 

been taken in the early 1900s. 
 

The left image shows the library in the 

foreground and to the right of the Shire Hall. 

 
Courtesy Hans Schonekas. 2010 

Powder Magazine 

Post Office 

Shire Hall & Library 

Dove Cottage 

Gold Mines 

G A L L E R Y  



Page 16 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

The second extension to the Library building being built 1891. A time capsule (notes in a bottle) 

was already hidden in the left wall in the weeks or months preceding this photograph being taken. 

 

This photograph first came to our attention 3 June 2016 and efforts were commenced to try to 

connect with the family to garnish more history of the photograph. Before we heard back, it was 

posted on facebook 24 June 2016. 
 

Photograph courtesy Pam Thompson and Libby Kotschet 2016 

G A L L E R Y  
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Library building and Standard Office in Grant Street circa 1910 
 

Photographer Lin Cumming 

Courtesy Sandra Cumming and State Library Victoria 

G A L L E R Y  
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The Alexandra Free Library and the Standard 

Machine Printing Works, located in Grant 

Street Alexandra, and photographed above 

circa 1900. 

 

This picture is after the extension to the 

Library was added (left section) in 1891. 

 
 

Photographer Lin Cumming 

Courtesy Sandra Cumming and 

State Library Victoria 

G A L L E R Y  
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G A L L E R Y  

Alexandra Standard Office pictured between 1921 when the bell was installed, and before 1945 

when a filling hydrant was added to the tower. 
 

Courtesy John & Wilma Page 
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Library building, Shire Hall & Standard Office in Grant Street circa 1910 
 

Photographer Lin Cumming 

Courtesy Sandra Cumming & Courtesy State Library Victoria 

G A L L E R Y  
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Illustration gifted to the Alexandra Library June 2016, showing the structure circa 1910 
 

Illustrator Barry Roberts.     Gifted to the Alexandra Library June 2016 

G A L L E R Y  



Alexandra, Yea, Marysville Regional Library 

circa 1960 

The Alexandra Library was built in 

1883 and extended in 1891. Here it 

can be seen with the former 

Standard Office located on the left. 

 

In November 2016 elements of the 

exterior of the library were restored 

(in some instances replaced) by Abode Restorations, under the 

supervision of specialist Solid Plasterer Simon Naygaard. We first met 

Simon at the Alexandra Library when he spoke at the final 

HistoryCafe for 2016, held on 29 November. The night was a huge 

success thanks to his informative talk. Our team then sat with him the 

next morning over breakfast and asked him lots of questions. We learnt 

a considerable amount from Simon in a short period of time, thanks to 

his love and passion for his work. 
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Courtesy Kelly Petersen and 

David & Debbie Hibbert 2016 

http://www.aboderestoration.com.au/
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Sky light exterior August 2015 
 

Photograph © Allan Layton 2015 

G A L L E R Y  
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After the exterior renovations completed 

in November 2016 

 

The top section of the item on the left was 

completely remade by creating a rubber 

mould (from another one) and using the 

mould to replicate the missing one. 

Remade 

G A L L E R Y  
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First mention of the need of a Library in the local print media. 

 
Alexandra Times 

Friday 5 June 1868 

Courtesy National Library Australia 2018 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166487
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/5895588
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SATURDAY 27TH JUNE 1885  

Picturesque Victoria - Alexandra 
The Argus 1885 

 

The free library and reading-room is an institution they are proud of at 

Alexandra. I have to visit this, escorted by Mr. Hardy, the president, and 

“our Joe,” the honorary secretary. 

 

This building costs £600 to erect. The library contains 700 volumes, and 

the reading-room is well supplied with periodical literature. 

 

It is only open during three nights in the week. These nights have come to 

be considered events to lighten the daily toil. 

 

Everyone using the reading-room is required to record his name in the 

visitor’s book. Last year the attendance was 4,293, showing that the 

institution is well appreciated. 
 

 

Extract from the Argus 1885 

Courtesy National Library Victoria 

N E W S PA P E R S  



Page 28 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

N E W S PA P E R S  



Page 29 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

N E W S PA P E R S  



Page 30 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

Grand Gala Day 

advertised for the opening 

of the Alexandra 

Mechanics Institute 

and Free Library. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 29 June 1883 

N E W S PA P E R S  

Grand Gala Day 

advertised for the opening 

of the Alexandra 

Mechanics Institute 

and Free Library. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 8 June 1883 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166487
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/57166432
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Alexandra Library Technology Jump 
 
 
 
This month's return of HistoryCafe at the Alexandra Library had a beautiful 
little twist. Thanks to Alexandra Library staff members Sharon and Libby, 
HistoryCafe entered the 21st Century with a new 60 inch Samsung 
Television, an AppleTV unit and the best and most stable conferencing 
stand we could find.  
 

The equipment was purchased by the Alexandra Friends of the Library 
Bookshop and bookshop volunteer Ron Cooper made the purchases and 
setup the equipment. 
 
The new setup showcases modern day technology, including the ability to 
wirelessly mirror an iPad, iPhone or Mac screen to the ultra bright and 
high quality television screen wirelessly. This feature allows us to project 
high quality photos, videos and eBooks in a manner not previously 

An amazing combination of technology. 

Published eSplash124 
10 July 2015 

---    CCC O M M U N I T YO M M U N I T YO M M U N I T Y    RRR E P O R TE P O R TE P O R T    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    



Thanks to the Alexandra Library and Alexandra Friends of the Library Bookshop. 

---    CCC O M M U N I T YO M M U N I T YO M M U N I T Y    RRR E P O R TE P O R TE P O R T    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

possible. I ran HistoryCafe for two hours and not only was the wireless 
projection seamless, it was also in high definition with high quality sound. 
The outcome was crisp imagery and sound that impressed all present. 
 

HistoryCafe's return was a huge success with 26 in attendance. The free 
dinner was supplied by the Friends of the Library Bookshop, with Library 
staff members Sharon and Libby setting up for us. I feel it was our best 
and most relaxed HistoryCafe yet! 
 
The next HistoryCafe is to be held Tuesday 29 September from 6 pm to 
8 pm. A light dinner is supplied thanks to the graciousness of the 
Alexandra Friends of the Library Bookshop. This will be the second 
opportunity for us to showcase the district's heritage using the latest 
technology currently available. 
 
Artworkz extend a huge thanks to the 
Alexandra Library and the Alexandra 
Friends of the Library for making this 
positive move possible. 
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A time capsule hidden 

by workers of the old 

Alexandra Standard 

Office 1891 and discovered 

in the wall 

of the Alexandra 

Library 2005. 

A small factsheet on the 

history of the 1891 Time 

Capsule. This is a living 

document and any help or 

corrections appreciated. 

Historical eBookHistorical eBookHistorical eBook   

Highlighting 

Central Victoria 

http://www.esplash.me/pdf/fs_330_Alexandra_Library_Hidden_Time_Capsule.pdf


Photograph © Copyright Leisa Lees 2016  

 

HistoryCafe ends 2016 with a huge bonus 

 

 

 

 

With just two hours before we started our last HistoryCafe for 2016, 

Libby Kotschet of the Alexandra Library was still working hard and 

making connections for us behind the scenes. One connection resulted in 

the addition of a guest speaker for HistoryCafe. Libby had organised 

Simon Nygaard of Abode Restoration to talk with us about his previous 

work in restoring the Alexandra Post Office, as well as his current work 

on restoring certain external elements on the Alexandra Library. 
 

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    2 0 1 6  2 0 1 6  2 0 1 6  ---    

AAABODEBODEBODE   RRRESTORATIONSESTORATIONSESTORATIONS   
 
  

---   SSSIMONIMONIMON   NNNYGAARDYGAARDYGAARD   SSSPECIALISINGPECIALISINGPECIALISING   INININ   HHHERITAGEERITAGEERITAGE   RRRESTORATIONESTORATIONESTORATION   ---   

http://www.aboderestoration.com.au/


Photograph © Copyright Leisa Lees 2016  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

Simon is what is known as a solid plasterer who 

specializes in heritage restoration. You only have to spend 

a few moments with him to know he is extremely 

passionate about his work and our heritage in general. 

What he taught us about our old buildings, their design 

and the reasons for their deterioration over time was 
amazing and very informative. He opened our eyes to the 

Architecture behind the Town Hall, which is something we will now cover 

in detail next year. All HistoryCafe attendees we have spoken with since 

the talk have expressed how much they enjoyed his talk. I enjoyed the 

session so much that I asked him if he would attend ArtworkzBreakfast 

the following morning. He did and we learnt even more. Leisa then 

organised for Simon to visit the Alexandra Hotel afterwards to inspect the 

architecture and search for fingerprints in old bricks (which they found). 

 

We extend out thanks to Simon for sharing his knowledge and 

experience with us at such short notice. If you get a chance, check out 

the ABODE website (above button) and even watch the time-lapse videos 
in the gallery section of the website. 

A B O D E  

http://www.aboderestoration.com.au/
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