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CAMBARVILLE  HISTORIC  AREA 

Name:  Cambarville 

Established: 1939 

Location:  Yarra Ranges 

Purpose:  Mill and township 

Cambarville was established after the 1939 

bushfires, which decimated the area. A mill 

was established to process burnt wood after 

the fires went through the area. 

Cambarville mill and township. 
Courtesy State Library Victoria. 

Victorian railway photographer. 

The Yarra Ranges and Cumberland areas of the Yarra Ranges were surveyed and 

designated by the Government as having tourism appeal in the late 1920s.  This was  

thanks to the tall Mountain Ash, a large number of waterfalls, rivers and streams, and 

scenic views. A reserve area was set aside by the Government for tourism. 
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After the 1939 bushfires devastated the Yarra Ranges, two enterprising locals from 

Marysville (Fred Barton and Alex Cameron) established the Cambarville mill, to 

harvest the burnt wood. The mill was operational by the end of 1940. The small 

community of Cambarville followed, with its own school, and it quickly became vital 

to the districts and Marysville’s economy. 

 

By the 1940’s the area was attracting over 900 visitors each weekend, and the        

Government responded by tripling the size of the Cumberland Reserve to over 800 

hectares. Attractions were now designated and roadways passable by tourism from 

Melbourne. 

 

The mill at Cambarville finally closed in 1971, and slowly the area was lost to the bush 

again. Today there is little left of the bustling historic timber township that once stood 

on this site, though remnants are still visible for those with a watchful eye. 

 

Cambarville has a picnic area with  tables and chairs as well as toilet facilities and an 

information board. It is located alongside the circular walking track that takes you past 

Cumberland Falls, Cora Lynn Falls and the Big Tree. The Big Culvert us also close. 

 

The Big Tree is the largest remaining Mountain Ash tree known to be alive in  Victoria, 

and the walking path takes you through some of our best bushland. 

 

Cora Lynn Falls is a beautiful and easy to access waterfall, that is very photographic. 

Cumberland falls is harder to access, and can only be viewed from a distance. The 

walk in to the falls takes you past the “Sovereign View” lookout, which offers the 

viewer a nice view down Armstrong Valley. 

CAMBARVILLE  



Page 5 

Historic 

Factsheet 

1862 The Yarra Track was cut through thick bushland, creating access 

between Melbourne and Wood Point, where gold had been 

discovered. 

 

1864 The Government of the day funded the upgrading of the Yarra 

Track, to a roadway. 

 

1880  Timber was harvested form Cumberland and surrounding areas. 

 

1939 The 1939 Black Friday Bushfires burnt much of the bushland 

around Cumberland and Marysville. Seventy-one lives were lost, 

and nearly 2 million hectares were burnt. Over 650 buildings were 

destroyed across the state. 

 

1940 A mill at Cambarville was established by Fred Barton and Alex 

Cameron, to harvest the tall timbers of the Cumberland area. 

 

1943 The Cambarville Primary School opened in the newly established 

township, which was now a hive of activity. 

 

1956 The Cambarville Mill was severely damaged by fire and resulted in 

the mill closing for a year as it was re-built. 

 

1968 Cambarville school closed permanently. 

 

1970 A fire at the Cambarville Mill caused considerable damage. 

 

1971 The Cambarville Mill closed permanently. 

 

2009 The Black Saturday Bushfire, destroyed much of the Cumberland 

Reserve, and burnt much of what was left of the old Cambarville 

township. Firefighter David Balfour, aged 47 and from Gilmore in 

the ACT, was killed at Cambarville when a 50 metre burnt mountain 

ash tree, fell on him while he was preparing a hose for mop up 

work. He was the only emergency service fatality of the fires. 

 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS  
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2010 Cambarville day visitor area reopened to the public. 

 

November 2011 Cambarville signage returned, with historic boards erected by Parks 

Victoria,  highlighting the history of the area at different locations. 

 

2012 A wooden under cover picnic area was added to the reserve. 

TIMELINE OF EVENTS  
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CAMBARVILLE  

Cambarville mill and township. 
 

Courtesy State Library Victoria. 

Victorian railway photographer. 
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CAMBARVILLE  

Cambarville mill and township. 
 

Courtesy State Library Victoria. 

Victorian railway photographer. 
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CAMBARVILLE  

Image courtesy State Library Victoria 

Victorian railway photographer 
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CAMBARVILLE STREETS  

Cambarville streets 1945. 
 

Courtesy National Archives 
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CAMBARVILLE STREETS  

Cambarville streets 1945. 
 

Courtesy National Archives 
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CAMBARVILLE SCHOOL  

Cambarville School 1945. 
National Archives 
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CAMBARVILLE SCHOOL  

Cambarville School 1945. 
National Archives 
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CAMBARVILLE SCHOOL  

Cambarville main street circa 1945. 
 

Courtesy State Library Victoria. 

Victorian railway photographer. 
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CAMBARVILLE  

Logging industry at Cambarville in 1945. 
 

Courtesy National Archives. 
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CAMBARVILLE FAIRY GARDEN  

The last piece of the Cambarville fairy garden that is known to exist today. 
 

Photograph © Copyright Kelly Petersen 2011 
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C A M B A R V I L L E 2011 S I G N A G E  

This heritage signage was erected in November  of 2011 by Parks Victoria. 
 

Copyright © Parks Victoria 2011. 
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C A M B A R V I L L E 2011 S I G N A G E  

This heritage signage was erected in November  of 2011 by Parks Victoria. 
 

Copyright © Parks Victoria 2011. 
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C A M B A R V I L L E 2011 S I G N A G E  

This heritage signage was erected in November  of 2011 by Parks Victoria. 
 

Copyright © Parks Victoria 2011. 
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C A M B A R V I L L E 2011 S I G N A G E  

This heritage signage was erected in November  of 2011 by Parks Victoria. 
 

Copyright © Parks Victoria 2011. 
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C A M B A R V I L L E 2011 S I G N A G E  

This heritage signage was erected in November  of 2011 by Parks Victoria. 
 

Copyright © Parks Victoria 2011. 
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C A M B A R V I L L E 2011 S I G N A G E  

This heritage signage was erected in November  of 2011 by Parks Victoria. 
 

Copyright © Parks Victoria 2011. 



Cambarville Historic Township Area 

---    CCC A M B A R V I L L EA M B A R V I L L EA M B A R V I L L E    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    

Cambarville was established after the 

1939 bushfires, which decimated the 

area. A mill was established to 

process burnt wood after the fires 

went through the area. Today little is 

left, though there is beautiful Day 

Visitor Area Heritage Signage, and 

walks to attractions such as The Big 

Tree, Cumberland Falls, the 

Sovereign View Lookout, Cora Lynn 

Falls and the Big Culvert. 



---    CCC A M B A R V I L L EA M B A R V I L L EA M B A R V I L L E    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    

A new 

undercover 

picnic area was 

added in late 

2012.  



- THE BIG TREE - 
C A M B A R V I L L E  

 

Courtesy Kelly Petersen & David Hibbert. 

Purchased on eBay in July 2013 and freely 

returned to the community within the month. 
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CAMBARVILLE AREA MAP  



Artworkz 

 

Serving the community 


