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INTRODUCTION

Name: Sabelberg battery stamper A 15 head batter stamper was built at

and British Hero Stamper Alexandra and operated by the Sabelberg
Built: Early 1860s family in the early 1860s. It was located
Industry:  Gold near where the Alexandra bowling club
Closed: 1870s stands today in Leckie Park.

In the early days of the gold mining in the Alexandra District, a large 15 head batter
stamper (crusher) was built at Alexandra, near where the Alexandra bowling club now
operates from. It was also near where the house of Mr J Waters then stood.

The crusher was built by the Theodore Sabelberg and was the first gold crusher to be
erected in the Alexandra District, being erected in 1866/67. The above photograph was
reproduced in the Alexandra and Yea Standard on Friday the 30 January 1931 and was
reported as being the oldest photograph of Alexandra in existence, showing Theodore’s
British Hero crusher beside the Ultima Thule Creek (UT Creek).
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British Hero
CMS%{&%D ugm,x,,

—o—
CALE of CHARGES ;—
Per Ton.

For crushing under 10 tons ... ... £1 0 0
» over Y0 tons and under 20 16 0
5 over 20 ... 12 6

Mr Sabelberg begs to inform the inhabitants ol

Alexandra that he has determined to crush quartz,

ht to Lis mill, atithe nbove rates, and trusts

that by paying strict attention to muintaining the

efficiency of his mill, he will always continue to
merit their support.

He begs to thank them for thoir past kindness
and has but little doubt that, notwiithstanding the
competition of other machinery in the district, he
will always secure such an smount of patron-
age as will render his somewhat expensive spccula-
O Alezandray 11th June, 1698

1l une, 1868,
THEODORE SABFLBERG,
Propiictor,

|

This crusher was used by numerous
local mines, who would have their
quartz and rock processed there instead
of investing in their own stamper,
which was costly to purchase, transport
and erect for smaller mining
operations. One mine who sent ore to
the Sabelberg Battery was the
successful Lucky Mine, on the south
side of Alexandra. They also operated
their own battery, though it is though
that they sent ore to the Sabelberg
crusher as they had too much to
process themselves, or their battery
was not always operational.

The Sabelberg stamper was named the
British Hero, and was reported to have
worked 24 hours a day at one period.

As the gold rush intensified around the district, other battery stampers opened for business
in Alexandra, in direct competition to the Sabelberg battery stamper. One was the William
Wallace Crushing Machine, which was competitive in pricing to the Sabelberg crusher.

Sabelberg sold the business in mid 1868, and left the district with a Mr J Walsh. A large
farewell being held in July of that year, for their departure from the district. It was said
that every luxury that the district could produce, was supplied for the event, such was the
impact of the Sabelberg’s on the community.

In the Alexandra & Yea Standard, dated 26 June 1931, it references how long term local
bricklayer William Parsons erected the chimneys for the stamper in 1867. The Alexandra
& Yea Standard also reported that the chimney for the crushing plant was built by Mr.
Parsons, father of W Parsons of Fawcett, and that an enlarged copy of the photograph
(pictured above) was presented to WH Whiting.

Page 5
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1867/68 The Sabelberg Battery Stamper was built and commenced
operations. It was known as the British Hero battery and was
a large 15 head stamper, crushing rock for local mines.

1867 The Sabelberg’s British Hero battery was processing much
ore and chimneys were erected by local bricklayer and early
settler William Parsons.

15 August 1867 Theodore Sabelberg's crusher was mentioned in an official
mining report published in the Melbourne Argus. It is said
that it is currently the only crushing plant in Alexandra. It is
said that the stamper is twelve head, driven by a ten horse-
power engine. It is said that there are around 600 people in
the township at this time.

Early 1868 The Sabelberg family sold out their interests in the British
Hero (Sabelberg) battery stamper.

June 1868 The William Wallace crusher was also operational inside
Alexandra, and advertised in competition to the British Hero
crusher, and had matching pricing.

24 July 1868 A lavish departure dinner was held for T Sabelberg and
J Walsh, who both left the district shortly afterwards.

6 January 1870 A storm described as a hurricane took of most of the roof of
the British Hero crushing plant.

2 November 1878 A crusher likely to be the Sabelberg Crusher was sold and
likely dismantled.

Page 7
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Sabelberg’s Mill in 1867

"“"F.F.”” writes : — They were
cleaning up a crushing from the
celebrated ‘‘No. 2" at Sabelberg's
mill on the day of my arrival in
December, IX67, and [ was present
at the interesting process of retorting
the amalgum, which was placed in
a thick round-bottomed pot having
a lid carrying a long pipe through
which the mercury, in the form of
vapor, passes, till condensed by
cold, caused by a constant stream
of water falling on the pipe when
it comes spluttering out in  little
globules of quicksilver, to be re-
ceived In an open vessel under-
neath, When this  spluttering
ceased the staples securing the top
of the retort were knocked out and
the lid removed. For several min-
utes after this had been done no
one approached the retort for fear
of being salivated by the fumes
still rising from it, for one breath
of 1t would cause the teeth to loosen
and drop out, besides other undesir-
able effects, The first to advance
and peep into the pot was a rough
sillor-looking chap with one eve.
He squirted a lot of tobacco juice
on to the red hot cake of gold with
the remark, —"'a quarter of that is
mine, anyhow.”" The cake when
weighed at the bank proved to be
over 400 ozs, which meant a Christ-
mas box of about 4800 for
"“Charlie'" Jones !

(Jones was the discoverer of the
Lucky.)

Page 11
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Death of Mr. W. Parsons

The death occurred on Sunday
last of Mr. William Parsons, of
Spring Creek. He suffered at times
from heart trouble, and passed
away at the age of 69 years. Mr.
Parsons spent practically the whole
of his lifetime in the Alexandra
district. His father was one of the
earliest tradesmen in the town, and
he erected the chimneys for Sable.
berg's battery in 1867. For a num-
ber of years Mr. Parsons followed
his father’'s occupation—that of a
bricklayer, — and assisted in the
building of the Shire Hall in 1881,
[.ater on he devoted his attention
mainly to grazing and farming pur-
suits., In his young days Mr. Par-
sons was a great athlete, and his
speed indaying bri'ks mwatched his
speed as a runner.  Mr. Parsons
took an active interest in social
affairs in his younger days. Up to
the year 1927 he had offieiated as
Master of the Ceremonies at the
annual Hospital ball for 44 years.
Mr. Parsons was held in high es-
teem a wide circle of friends
throughout the district, and syé
pathy has been expres-ed for the
bereaved wife and members of the
family (two sons and five daugh-
ters). The funeral took place on
Tuesday, the remains being inter-
'red in the Alexandra cemetery.
| The Rev. I,. Ball conducted the
' burial service, and Mr. Howell had
" charge of the funeral arrange-
| ments,

Alexandra & Yea Standard
26th June 1931
National Library Australia
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ALEXANDRA DIGGINGS.
——

The following official report has been fur-

nished to the Minister of Mines :—
Office of Mines, Melbourne, Aug. 14.

Sir,—1 have the honour to inform you that,
in accordance with your instructions, I pro-
ceeded last woek to make an inspection and
rough survey of the Alexandra Gold-field ;
and | beg to submit the accompanying plan,
showing the positions of the principal work-
ings, together with the following report :—

g'he township of Alexandra comprises a
number of weatherboard and slab buildings,
erected on or near the prineipal street. e
containsthree public-houses. several boarding-
houses and stores, an agencey of the Union
Lank, and a small police-station, and the
| rituation is gencrally good for drainage pur-
| poses. The British IHero quartz-crushinyg
machine, the only one at present on the
gold-ticld has also been erected here, it has
twelve stamps driven by a ten-horse power
cheine, and by the kindness of Mr. Savelbersg,
the proprictor, I was enabled to obtain acopy
of the results of the whole of the crushings
that had been made up to the date of my
_J visit. There is a population of about GO0

persons in the township at I»rcs«ent, but many
of them are unsettled.  About 200 are en-
gaged in working on the Liglinton, Luckie,
Welcome, and Mysterions recfs, and a small
patch of alluvial ground in the vicinity, and
a few others are prospecting on a line close
to the township, suppused to containa reef
registered as the Homeward Bound.

The Argus
Thursday 15th August 1867
Courtesy National Library Australia
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Mr. Walter Vining, of No. »
Forest street, Collingwood, for
many years engaged in the timber
industry in the Alexandra district,
claims to be the only one now alive
-bollrcd at the Red Onle ‘Shanty,

when the li laws
h.d very little effect in curbing the
activities of enterprising colonial
freetraders in those hectic days of
gold mining.

In 1864 Mr. Vining, when onmly
»ix months old, left Melbourne with
his father (Richard Vining) and
mother, and with a three horse
dray loaded with provisions, headed
for Thornton along rough country
roads or trucks. They travelled
through Yea as far as Molesworth,
and, as the Goulburn river wa« not
crossable in those days, they had
to turn to the right along the three
chain road through what was known
as Whanregarwen, Next the
track below the Acheron cutting
was taken along past Dobson's and
over the hills and out by Gilmore's
at Thoruton. There Mr. Vining's
father found employment on a graz-
1oR station, Lut before long started
business on his own account, taking
a contract from Mr. Donald McKen-
zie of Mount Pleasant for the build-
ing of a homestead.

Mr. Vining, semior, at thix time
moved off to Mount Pleasant dis
trict, building a slab hut on the
banks of a lagoon, and a sawpita
quarter of a mile from the foot of
McKenzie's Hill. Al thetimber for
the Mount Pleasant homestead was
sawn at the pit.  While this build
ing was being constructed gold was
discovered in the district, so before
long the usual rush set in, Mr
Vining  senior, with others, in-
cluding ""Tom,"" his mate, joining
up with the fortune-hunting throng
These partners, on arrival at the
goldfield, proceeded to peg om
claims, Vining suggesting that they
each select sites on either side of
Lucky Hill.  “"Tom' objected 1o
thisx suggestion as he thought they
shonld have one claim only and
share and share alike. The partners
after agreeing to this compact, hot*
tomed on a “‘duffer,”” but the claim
sunk on the right side of Lucky
Hill by others, returned a first divi-
dend of £5.000 a man
| . During these exciting times Mr.
| Vining's father built a bark shanty
| on the banks of the U.T. Creek, just
about where the present 12ad runs
| alongside the Shire hall to the but-
| ter factory.  Diggers were then ar-
| riving from all parts, and so were
| large parties of friendly blacks,
| who selected a site for an extensive
camp on part of land now (conp el
by the Alexandra Hospital

The bark shanty was quite close
10 the red gates marking the bound-
| ary Letween McKenzie's and John.
| son's stations. Vinmg's  shanty
was known far and wide as the
Red Gate, and the beer nsed to ars
rive in three horse drays The
stocks, however, were never un-
loaded, the casks being tapped on
the dray, and retailed to the ever-
thirsty miner at one shilling per
panuikin, the customers drinking
away until the supply ran out, In
a very brief period L1000 was
cleared at lhc Red Gate Shanty by
Mr. Vining's father, who had bumit
an hotel next to the building now
the Commercial Hotel. Vining's
| hotel had a verandah in front of it
with a small room at each end, one
heing used as a bank and the other
the post office. Just about the time
Vining's  Alexandra Hotel, with
| large ballroom altached, was opened
| Grant  street as  formed, after
n\hlch pumerous hotels sprang up
all over the township, and two
breweries started operations on the
banks of the Goulburn.  Shortly
after diggings broke out at God.
frey's Creek (now Gobnr) and after
a big rush set in, Mr. Vining's
father started running a bugey
from Alexandra to the Creek and
back, as there was no mail ser-
vice ; he was paid sixpence each
way for every letter he carried.

Business improved so rupdly that
a four-horse coach was bought, but
as Mr. Vining senior was »o fre-
quently molested by travelling
bands of roughs he had to carry a
loaded revolver. After that he was
never molested by those nndesir-
ables who frequented country town®
ships and roads. The price of
horsefeed in those far-off days was
high, oats being 41 a bushel and
chaff a £1 a bag. Following thix,
there was a rush to Durham Gully
(now Fawceltt), where a very lively
mining township sprang into exist-
ence, and Mr, Vining's father built
another shanty. Saturdays were
indeed lively days in the mushroom
township. Station hands on horse-
back riding everywhere, somelimes
through the front cntrance of one
of the numerous shanties and out of
the back. It was at this time that
mining—alluvial and reef—was in
full swing at Alexandra and up the
U.T. and Jobuson's creeks. [t was
also about ibis time that one of the
greatest mining disasters in Alex-
andra happened. Many men were
employed in alluvial work, and
while taking the ground out in
paddocks for sluicing a fall of earth
killed twelve of them. These dig*
gers were buried in the Alexandm
cemelery.

There was a large battery on the
U.T. Creek close to the present
bowling  green, going day and

night crushing quartz, but many of
the Jocal business men be. (¢
financially embarrassed through in-
judicious investments. They had
to start at the bottom of the busi
ness ladder once more, but when
things showed signs of improve-
ment they were able to benefit by
their past experience and make
good once more.

The most important mines that
Mr. Viomg, jor., can recollect are

the No. ! Lucky, No. 4, No. §
(known as the jeweller's shop),
Homeward Bou Mysterious, El-

dorado (up U.T. Creek), Morning
Star, Monta Zooma, Pig and Whis-
tle, Apsley, and many others, some
puddiers obtaining one ounce to a
load of three feet of wash. Owing
to the number of reefs and other in-
dications Mr. Vining is of the opin-
ion that there is still a ot of gold
to be nnearthed in the Alexandra
district,

While iving in the district Mr
Vining cau recall numerous fires,
some of which removed wmany of
the old landmarks of Alexandra.

Aflter retiving from the hotel busi-
ness Mr. Vining and his son bought
the sawmills at Crystal Creek, and
after his father's death, carried on
until 25 years ago, when he sold
out and has lived in Collingwood
ever since.

In hiscarly days Mr, Vining, jur.,
thought that kangaroo hunting was
one of the best of week-end sports
Kangaroos abounded on the coun
try round Alexandra and they used
to b hunted by men on horseback,
with packs of dogs.

Mr. Vining. jnr., attended the
old No. 912 School wt Nlexandra,
but previous to that, and betore free
eduoation was established, he had
to pay a fee of oue shilling cvery
morning to  the s~ hool

For |Illll) years Mr, \Vining, or,,
was attached 1o the  Alexandra
Brass Band, said to be the first
mounted band in Australia.  When
the then Premier of the day would
pay an official visit to Alexandia,
the members of the band would
rile out on horsehack tu Moles:
worth, the Shire boundary, and
with tuneful music escort the dise
tingnished guest of the day to the
township.

Alexandra's first  uilk  supply
was from John IHall (known as
Hall the milkman) ; he used to bring
itinto the township by pack horse
from Hall's Flat (no roads made at
that time),

Alexandra & Yea Standard

Friday 22nd May 1931

National Library Australia

Battery on the U.T. Creek, near the site of the present Bowling
Green, that was going day and night.

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 22nd May 1931
Courtesy National Library Australia
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British Hero
CRUSHING iYL,

ALEXANDRA.
—-o-
CALE of CHARGES ;—
Per Ton.
For crushing under 10 tons ... ... £1 0 0
» over V0 tons and under 20 16 ©

6 over 20 ... 12 6

Mr Sabelberg to inform the inhabitants of

Alexandra that he determined to erush quartz,

ht to Lis mill, at]the nbove rates, and trusts

that by paying strict attention to muintaining the

eficiecncy of his mill, he will always continue to
merit their support.

He begs to thank them for thoir pwt Lindness
and has but little doubt that, notwiihstanding the
competition of other machinery in the district, he
will always secure such an wmount of patron-
age as will render his somewhat expensive spccula-
tion n-nunt:v‘:.', -

Alexandra, | une, 1868,

THERODORE SABFLBERG,
Propsictor,

23rd June 1868
Alexandra Times
Courtesy National Library Australia
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Joaal and Genernl Fews.

——

On Sunday last, about 2 -p.ms a hurri-
cane passad over the township of Alexandra.
The front of Mr Joleon's large store was
blown in, masshiog the windows, tearing the
doors off their hinges, and complately un.
roofing the verandah ; and the rain, which
was falling heavily at the same time, waa
driven into the stors, destroying about L100
worth “of goods. A building adjoining the
Shampock Hotel was blown down into the
strest, A man who wes in occupation
escaped just in time to mave Lis life. A
sheet of zine, carried off Mr Peterkin's
atove, passed over Grant street, smashed the
lamp wt the Cormer Hotel, and landed be-
hind the Council Chambers. Leckie's but-
cher’s shop was blown down, aod the mne
roof of the British Hero .crughing machine
was nearly all carried off. A number of
other buyildings sustained wvarious ig-
juries. Branches of irees were flying about
in all directions. Many of the largest trees
were torn up. by the roots, or stripped of
their branches. We have not witneased such
a ‘storm in these colouies. during the past 30
yoars. Singular, that a mile to the north of
Alexsndra there was. neither wind nor rin,
and from information which has reached us,
the storm does not appear to bave been more
than two miles in widsh.

Alexandra Times
Friday 7 January 1870
Courtesy National Library Australia

A storm reeks havoc in Grant Street
Alexandra Times, Friday 7 January 1870.
Courtesy National Library Australia.

Page 16


http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/59795775

HISTORIC
FACTSHEET

NEWSPAPERS

| The Willi Walia Crushing
aching

ALEXANDRA.
—)—
l‘ATIB FOR CRUSHING :—

10 Tons and under ., ver
Over ten tons as per agreement:
HEALLEY & JONES,

Proprictors,

£ 0 0

ATES FOR CRUSHING ;—

10 Tons and under .., ves
Over tem tons as per agreement:
HEALEY & JONES,

Proprietors.

Golo;ni:; amrt: (?msh-

UNITED KINGDOM.
—_——
RA'I'I‘IS for CRUSHING :=—

Ten tons and under v £ 0 0
Over ten tonNs per acreement,
GERARD PENDLERURY,

Proprietor.

T — ————

'PROVIDENCE CRUSHING MILL,
| YEA.

|
|

i
{ N E Trlmters of the Penvicinar Poed intand 20 offurl svery encours rement to Prospeetor
{ T m the distsier, and o U Crask Trial Commbing s e

GKEATLY REDUCED RAT!S

DELAY AT

NO THUE MILL

- —

Another crusher operated in Alexandra at the time of
the British Hero.

23 June 1868
Alexandra Times
Courtesy National Library Australia

Other crusher operated in Alexandra at the time of
the British Hero

5 June 1868
Alexandra Times
Courtesy National Library Australia

Yea crushing mill advert

5 June 1868
Alexandra Times
Courtesy National Library Australia

Page 17



HISTORIC
FACTSHEET

NEWSPAPERS

COMPLIMENI'ARY BANQUET.
—

A complimentary bunquet was ziven last
night, at the Corner Hotel, to Messes I,
Subelberg and Mr J. Walsh, on the oeccasion
of their departura from the district.

of the oldest residents in  Alexandr,
snd were the first to erect a machine
in the distriet, They lately so!d ull their mining
interests in Alexandra, and their leaving the
place was cousidered a suitable occasion for
their friends to express the high esteem and
respect in which they have been Leld by those
who have had the pleasure ol their acquaintance,
About 35 geutlemen sot down to a splendil
dinner provided by Messrs Hame: and

Ashibee.  Every luxury that the district
rould uce was set on the table.  Gerard
Pendlebury,

Esq.. J. P, chairman, wod J.
Peterkin, Esq..'}.l‘.. viee-chairman. A fter
ample justice hnd been done to the good

loval toasts which were drunk with srong
demonstrations of loyalty, und then “The
Guests of the eveniug,” which wus received
with the utmost enthusiasm and musical
honors.

Mr Sabelherg rose amidst much cheering,
and said, I thank you sircerely for the great
honor you have done me this evening, and |
nssure yon'that I shall at ail times look nion
this moment as the proudest of my life
(Cheer-.)  Alexandra and its associutions
will pever be forgotten by me, and I trust
that on mauny future oceasicns, ulthongh [ am
about to leuve your immediate civele, I «hall
have the opportunity of mixing amongsi vou,
I can hardly fiod words to express my feel-
ings, as I am, vot much given to talking
bewng more in tha habit of acting, but trust
that what I have left unsaid will be con-
siderd us spoken I agnin tender you my
most heartfelt thanks. (Immense cheering )

Mr Walsh briefly and approprately thanked
:boonpon_v for the honor they conferred on
im.

Messis|
Sabelberg and Walsh  are amongst some

thungs provided, the chairman guve the nsual |

wid wet the result  (Chesrs)  There was
no oceasion to go to the hanker or money |
| lender to raise eapitul for tramwuys and |
maclinery,  Judging from the result of the
| vields of our reats, thers was no reefing |
district - Vietorin  equal to  Alpxandm. |

- qufamnp'.um.l “A pvinll‘-l ';:’-1

terests,” was given by Mr Downing, ard |
responded to by Mr Cooper, who regretted |
that some one more iminedigtely identified
than bimself with the toast had not been
called upon to respond.”

“The Commercinl and Nanking Interests.'
was given by Mr Coster .n a most amusinyr
#peech, which elicited much applanse, and
was responded to by Mesers (ireen, Peterkin,
Browne, and Bainbndge.

Mr Raphael proposed “ The Candidates
for the New Road Board,” and Mr Henry
Perkins said that as one of the candidates
for a seat in that Doard. he econld on'y
promise that if returned he wonld do his
utmost to promote the welfare of the entire
distriet,

“ Our Native Land.” and * The Land we
Live n," wera given hy Messr< Branch and
Green respectively, with suitable remarks.

“Our Chairman,” was given by Mr Sabel-
bere, and drunk with enthusinsm.

“Our Vice-Chairman,” was given bhv My
Walsh, and was received with proloaged
cheers.

“I'ie Press,” was given hy Mr Rohinson,
and  responded to hy Mr Downing, Mr
Burgess, and Mr Whitelaw.

Mr Whitelaw proposed “ The Ladies"
‘A most amusing =peech, which called foril,
the warmest plandits.  The responss wus
made by Mr Kidgell in a bighly poetici
manner,

Mr Gill then gave “ The Hosts” of tle
house, Messes Hawea and Ashhee, and coui-
mented on the well known and  fuvorite
churacter of these gontleman, and wished
them everv success in tha Coraer Hotel,

Messrs [Hamea and Ashbee replied, and

Nir Vickery gave “ The Minit g luterests
nccompanied with some most practieal and
judicions olservations on minng meiters in
shis locality,

Mr Fleteher maid, that the honor of reply-
ing on belialt of (L,e mining interests bad been
cocferred on him. He had been conunce.ed
with the mining interest since 1254 Ha
hud erceted machivery on most of the im-
portant yold-fields in the colony, hat it was
not watil his coming to Alexandea that Le
found the pluce where luhor and capital could
be mvested with a certainty of success.
(Cheers.) Oune great advantage they haa
aver wost other gold ficlds was that the
working man cou'd take n prek wnd shovel,
sud al er finding « reet, hind only 10 enll the
nenrest earter, send his quartz to the mill,

were warmly received by the assembled
Zussts,

This brought the proesedings of one of the
| most

b.i:h‘l:rm“ o .Alct.l‘ to
P TN ¢
| song and sentiment until davlight.
|
(! S———

Alexandra Times
Friday 24th July, 1868
National Library Australia

T. Sabelberg & J. Walsh
departure dinner.

24 July 1868
Alexandra Times
National Library Australia
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Blgeandpa & Pea Standard

PUBLISHED RVERY SATURDAY
“BXCRLSIOR."

SATURDAY, 2xp NOVEMBER.

The machine situated on the U.T, Creek
has been sold at & good price to go to Kilmore,
and we understand the plant will be at onoce
removed ; and we must say this speaks very
little for the public spirit of the residents of
Alexsndra, this being the only machine avail-
able for public trial crushings.

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Saturday 2nd November 1878
Courtesy National Library Australia

T Sabelberg and J Walsh departure dinner

Saturday 2nd November 1878
Alexandra & Yea Standard
National Library Australia
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