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Name: Sabelberg battery stamper 

 and British Hero Stamper 

Built: Early 1860s 

Industry: Gold 

Closed: 1870s 

A 15 head batter stamper was built at 

Alexandra and operated by the Sabelberg 

family in the early 1860s. It was located 

near where the Alexandra bowling club 

stands today in Leckie Park. 

In the early days of the gold mining in the Alexandra District, a large 15 head batter 

stamper (crusher) was built at Alexandra, near where the Alexandra bowling club now 

operates from. It was also near where the house of Mr J Waters then stood. 

 

The crusher was built by the Theodore Sabelberg and was the first gold crusher to be 

erected in the Alexandra District, being erected in 1866/67. The above photograph was 

reproduced in the Alexandra and Yea Standard on Friday the 30 January 1931 and was 

reported as  being the oldest photograph of Alexandra in existence, showing Theodore’s 

British Hero crusher beside the Ultima Thule Creek (UT Creek).  
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This crusher was used by numerous 

local mines, who would have their 

quartz and rock processed there instead 

of investing in their own stamper, 

which was costly to purchase, transport 

and erect for smaller mining 

operations. One mine who sent ore to 

the Sabelberg Battery was the 

successful Lucky Mine, on the south 

side of Alexandra. They also operated 

their own battery, though it is though 

that they sent ore to the Sabelberg 

crusher as they had too much to 

process themselves, or their battery 

was not always operational. 

 

The Sabelberg stamper was named the 

British Hero, and was reported to have 

worked 24 hours a day at one period. 

 

As the gold rush intensified around the district, other battery stampers opened for business 

in Alexandra, in direct competition to the Sabelberg battery stamper. One was the William 

Wallace Crushing Machine, which was competitive in pricing to the Sabelberg crusher. 

 

Sabelberg sold the business in mid 1868, and left the district with a Mr J Walsh. A large 

farewell being held in July of that year, for their departure from the district. It was said 

that every luxury that the district  could produce, was supplied for the event, such was the 

impact of the Sabelberg’s on the community. 

 

In the Alexandra & Yea Standard, dated 26 June 1931, it references how long term local 

bricklayer William Parsons erected the chimneys for the stamper in 1867. The Alexandra 

& Yea Standard also reported that the chimney for the crushing plant was built by Mr. 

Parsons, father of W Parsons of Fawcett, and that an enlarged copy of the photograph 

(pictured above) was presented to WH Whiting. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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1867/68 The Sabelberg Battery Stamper was built and commenced 

operations. It was known as the British Hero battery and was 

a large 15 head stamper, crushing rock for local mines. 

 

1867 The Sabelberg’s British Hero battery was processing much 

ore and chimneys were erected by local bricklayer and early 

settler William Parsons. 

 

15 August 1867 Theodore Sabelberg's crusher was mentioned in an official 

mining report published in the Melbourne Argus. It is said 

that it is currently the only crushing plant in Alexandra. It is 

said that the stamper is twelve head, driven by a ten horse-

power engine. It is said that there are around 600 people in 

the township at this time. 

 

Early 1868 The Sabelberg family sold out their interests in the British 

Hero (Sabelberg) battery stamper. 

 

June 1868 The William Wallace crusher was also operational inside 

Alexandra, and advertised in competition to the British Hero 

crusher, and had matching pricing.  

 

24 July 1868 A lavish departure dinner was held for T Sabelberg and 

J Walsh, who both left the district shortly afterwards. 

 

6 January 1870 A storm described as a hurricane took of most of the roof of 

the British Hero crushing plant. 

 

2 November 1878 A crusher likely to be the Sabelberg Crusher was sold and 

likely dismantled. 
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British Hero Gold Crusher 
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Battery on the U.T. Creek, near the site of the present Bowling 

Green, that was going day and night. 
 

Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 22nd May 1931 

Courtesy National Library Australia 
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23rd June 1868 

Alexandra Times 

Courtesy National Library Australia 
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A storm reeks havoc in Grant Street 
Alexandra Times, Friday 7 January 1870. 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/59795775
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Another crusher operated in Alexandra at the time of 

the British Hero. 
 

23 June 1868 

Alexandra Times 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

Other crusher operated in Alexandra at the time of 

the British Hero 
 

5 June 1868 

Alexandra Times 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

Yea crushing mill advert 
 

5 June 1868 

Alexandra Times 

Courtesy National Library Australia 
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T. Sabelberg & J. Walsh 

departure dinner. 
 

24 July 1868 

Alexandra Times 

National Library Australia 
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T Sabelberg and J Walsh departure dinner 
 

Saturday 2nd November  1878 

Alexandra & Yea Standard 

National Library Australia 
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