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Names:  Falls Creek Reservoir, 
   Trawool or Traawool 
   Reservoir, Small weir 
Location:  Tallarook State Forest 
Opened:  1895 
Capacity:  “Many millions of gallons” 

The Seymour Reservoir was built in 1895, 

and created by laying heavy granite bricks 

one on top of another, to create a large 

impressive dam wall.   

The Seymour Reservoir was commissioned in the early 1890s by the Seymour Water 

Trust, and opened in 1895. It was constructed to supply the quickly growing township of 

Seymour (15 km away) with an ongoing gravity fed clean water supply. 

 

The water from the reservoir was piped to Seymour via a seven inch mains steel pipe. 

The walls of the pipe were half an inch thick and ran down the valley towards Trawool, 

before heading north along the valley to Seymour. The system was gravity fed, requiring 

no pumping. The reservoir is around 270 m above the Trawool Valley. 
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Today, the wall is still viewable, though the pipeline was decommissioned many years 

ago. Pipes can still be seen in the forest, and the old valve, located on the northern side of 

the wall, is visible, and a small leak from the top creates a constant squirt from the top. 

Large processed granite blocks are piled up around the wall, presumably discarded or 

rejected as part of the construction process. 

 

Below the reservoir, the creek flows down large granite boulders, descending around 

250 m, until the water meets the valley. In the process, multiple waterfalls and cascades 

are created, all spectacular and worth seeing. 

 

Around 1892, and up until 1906, the Granite rock from the area was cut and processed 

for purposes such as tombstones and memorials. It was suggested that “these boulders 

were turned to good account and fashioned into beautiful marble, equal, it is said, to 

anything in the world”. It is uncertain as to why the local industry collapsed, with one 

commentator saying “there are many reasons given for its collapse”. (Alexandra & Yea 

Standard, 22nd February 1807). No doubt financial matters were involved. 



TIMELINE 
B A S I C  T I M E L I N E  O F  E V E N T S  
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Unknown “Trawool” was originally called “Traawool” in a number of 

articles. It is not known if this was the official name, though it is 

thought it was. It was renamed at a time currently unknown to us. 

A search on the State Library site in 2011 for “Trawool”, brought 

up over 560 articles with this spelling. Around 85 percent of these 

were from dates in the 1800s. 

 

1891 The Seymour Water Trust secured a loan of 20,000 pound for the 

construction of a reservoir on Falls Creek. The falls will supply 

water via a 7 inch steel pipe to Seymour’s 1000 residents. The pipe 

will be via Wallis Hill, and then supply a brick lines service basin 

near Seymour. The Reservoir will be positioned below the Trawool 

Gorge. 

 

Early 1892 William (James) Wright arrived in Australia, from Aberdeen 

Scotland, where he operated a large successful granite works. 

 

1892 The Granite Works commenced operations. They are established 

near the Railway line, below the Trawool Falls. The Granite was 

for building and monument purposes. Initially it was only at a 

small scale while negotiations with the Deputy Railway 

Commissioner were held to achieve a discount for rail cartage. 

Once operational, it was said that “these boulders were turned to 

good account and fashioned into beautiful marble, equal, it is said, 

to anything in the world”. (Alexandra & Yea Standard, 22nd 

February 1807 – see attached article). The Granite Quarry was 

located on Trawool Creek, near the railway line. The land was 

previously owned by Mr Spargo, though was transferred to Messrs 

Wright Bros. It was predicted that up to 200 men and maybe more, 

will eventually work at the granite works. The works utilised state 

of the art machinery, brought in for the task. The cost of setting up 

the granite works was around 5000 pound. (The Broadford 

Courier, Friday 24 June 1892).  

 

16 March 1894 James Wright puts in a claim at the local Warden’s Court for 19 

acres of land near Trawool Falls for the processing of 
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“porphyry” (a hard granite kind of stone). Mr Wright and his sons 

formerly operated a large granite works at Aberdeen Scotland. It 

was said that the rock was “hard and rich in colour”, and that 50 

men would be working there soon. Plant and machinery were 

stated as being 6,000 pounds. The machinery included large 

cutting saws, lathes for turning columns,  polishing machines and 

other incidental machines. A large movable crane with lateral and 

longitudinal movement and a load capacity of 25 tons was erected. 

A small dam captures water upstream, which is then used to turn a 

turbine, which in turn powers the works. At this time 17 hands 

were employed. A branch rail line was erected to connect the 

granite works with the main Trawool to Mansfield branch line. 

 

7 March 1894 Twelve tenders were opened for construction of a storage reservoir 

at Trawool Falls, for the Seymour Water Trust. 

 

1895  The Seymour Reservoir was opened. The reservoir was built using 

local granite, with much of it being supplied from the Granite 

Quarry, and processed using the latest state of the art machinery, 

that was purchased and set up there. The 7 inch pipe was laid to 

Seymour, via Wallis Hill. The pipe was laid by contractor Robert 

Clydesdale, who won the tender over all other tenders. The pipe 

took water from a smaller dam, lower down the creek.  

 

1906 The Granite works ceased. It is uncertain as to why the local 

industry collapsed, with one commentator saying 'there are many 

reasons given for its collapse'. (Alexandra & Yea Standard, 22 

February 1807). 

 

1907 The Government considered damming the Goulburn River, just 

below the Trawool Railway Station. The upper bank of the dam 

would have been at Cathkin, some 30 miles away. Although the 

dam never went ahead, it had a detrimental affect on the local 

townships, including Yea, who postponed the building of a fire 

station and bandstand for many years, as a result of ongoing 

uncertainty. 
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23 February 1909 A shortage of water from the Reservoir on Strath Creek saw 

Seymour short on water for some time. The Water Trust reported 

that the 7 inch pipe was taking all available water from the Falls 

Creek at that time. 

 

late 1970s The pipeline was decommissioned, when a pumping station at the 

Goulburn River, was commissioned. 

 

2011 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 

 

13 September 2014 First Geocache hidden at Falls Creek Reservoir by geocacher 

known as Beanslayr. 
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Falls Creek 

Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  ---    



The Reservoir is accessible via four wheel drive, along Horan’s Track, Strath Creek, or 
you can walk into the Reservoir from opposite the Trawool Resort, on Falls Road. 

Walking to the Reservoir takes around 1 hour, and requires excellent footwear, as the 
roadway is slippery, steep and dangerous in places. 

Looking up Falls Creek towards the reservoir  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  ---    



Views of the granite working area and the reservoir  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  ---    



The Seymour Reservoir 

is the only large reservoir 

in our district, with a 

granite brick wall. 

All of our other dams 

are of concrete style. 

This outlet attachment once connected Seymour to the dam  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  ---    



The Seymour Reservoir was 

used to store water for the 

quickly expanding  township 

of Seymour in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s. 

The water was then piped 

down to the valley and 

gravity fed via a steel 

pipeline to the Seymour 

storage area. Along the 

walking track, sections of 

pipe are still visible. 

Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2011  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  ---    



The Seymour Water Trust Commemorative Plaque  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  2 0 1 1  ---    



Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2013  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

TTTHEHEHE   
FFFALLSALLSALLS   CCCREEKREEKREEK   RRRESERVOIRESERVOIRESERVOIR   

   

AAABOVEBOVEBOVE   THETHETHE   TTTRAWOOLRAWOOLRAWOOL   VVVALLEYALLEYALLEY   ANDANDAND   NEARNEARNEAR   WWWARRAGULARRAGULARRAGUL   RRROCKSOCKSOCKS   



Reflections across the top of the water from the northern bank  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Looking south across the face of the beautiful granite wall  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Looking across the wall at the Seymour Reservoir  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



The leaking attachment where the pipe to Seymour township was once attached  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Looking up towards the Reservoir  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



The granite works just below the reservoir. A car has been dumped here.  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Large granite rocks ready for processing  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Historic Commemorative Plaque  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

SEYMOUR WATER TRUST 

 

Commissioners 
 

J. Lyster (Chairman) 

J. Carne 

D. E. Ryan 

J. Chittick 

E. O'Callachan 

W.W. Wallder 

R.J. Clydesdale 

 

 

Stuart Murray (Chief Engineer) 

 R. Fennelly (Engineer) 

Reilly Bros (Contractor) 

E.J. Corlass (Inspector) 

W.H. Trietan (Rocmoter) 



A leak in the system 

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

This is where in 1895 a half inch thick steel pipe connected to the 

Reservoir. From here water travelled down the pipeline 17 km to 

the then small developing township of Seymour, supplying the 

residents with a gravity fed water system that brought water under 

pressure to any property who could afford to have it connected. 



Looking upstream to the Trawool Falls  

---    TTT R A W O O LR A W O O LR A W O O L    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    B E L O WB E L O WB E L O W    T H ET H ET H E    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    ---    

Photographer Cecil Gordon Lane 1910 
Courtesy State Library Victoria 



Seymour Reservoir from the bank at the Day Visitor Area December 2014 
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One of my favourite locations, just got a whole lot better 

Thanks to the Department of Sustainability and Primary Industries, Seymour 
Reservoir has received some recent attention. The site remains hard to find 
(with signage almost non-existent) however if you can find your way there 
with our brochure, you can enjoy this area's upgrade. 



The Day Visitor Area 

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    

The Seymour Reservoir is now known as the Trawool Reservoir, is close to Yea and is 

just a 30 minute drive from the intersection of the Goulburn Valley Highway and King 

Parrot Creek Road. 

 

This location is one of my favourite spots to visit and relax, however accessibility is an 

issue that needs to be considered. Access to the site is through a seasonal gate, so is only 

available for vehicles in the warmer months. In December 2014, a substantial upgrade 

to the site was finished and the location reopened to the public. The update saw picnic 

tables, fire pits, carpark bays and an undercover area established at the historic site. 

 

The Seymour Reservoir was commissioned 1890s by the Seymour Water Trust, and 

opened in 1895. It was constructed to supply the growing township of Seymour (15 km 

away) with reliable clean  water via a gravity fed low maintenance system. The water 

was piped to Seymour via a seven inch steel pipe with half inch thick walls. It ran from 

the   reservoir to the Goulburn Valley (near Trawool) and then north to Seymour. The  

system was of a simple gravity fed design with the Reservoir 270 m above Trawool.  

 

We have included a map of the site on our brochure to help people accessing the site. 

This is important as there are many tracks in the Tallarook State Forest, however only 

the right combination will get you to the Day Visitor Area in a two wheel drive. 



One of the new picnic tables located at the Day Visitor Area 

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    



One of the new fire pits located at the Day Visitor Area 

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    



(Top) The view from the bank.     (Bottom) Day Visitor Area. 

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    



Late afternoon colours and shapes 

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    



(Top) View towards the bluestone wall.     (Bottom) Day Visitor Area.  

---    SSS E Y M O U RE Y M O U RE Y M O U R    RRR E S E R V O I RE S E R V O I RE S E R V O I R    DDD A YA YA Y    VVV I S I T O RI S I T O RI S I T O R    AAA R E AR E AR E A    ---    
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