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Name:  Yea Wetlands 

Type:  Tourism Attraction 

Location:  Eastern end of High Street, Yea 

GPS:  S37.209426   E145.432129 

The Yea Wetlands is located on the 
eastern end of High Street Yea and is 
the District's most important Wetland. It 
is home to an increasing number of 
plants and animals and is specifically 
designed for tourists. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

The Yea Wetlands is a 32 Hectare parcel of land, developed into the District's most 

significant Wetland and water usage educational area. It incorporates a large Day Visitor 

Area as well as the Yea Y Water Discovery Centre. This facility includes the large 
modern Yea Visitor Information Centre, as well as an Interpretive & Educational Centre 

for children and adults. The Wetlands area  is located within the boundaries of the 

township of Yea and is found at the eastern end of High Street, the main street of Yea.  
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Originally this land made up a small part of 

the larger area inhabited by the Taungurung 

People. Early historical records tell us that 
when the first white settlers arrived in the Yea 

District, the local Taungurung numbered in 

their hundreds. This wetlands area would have 

been a major source for food, water, recreation 

and a safe and fertile living environment. 

 

The Wetlands include an information board 

area, suspension bridge, large frog pond, 
elevated walkways, bird hides, viewing 

platforms, picnic tables and chairs, historic 

relics and more. The pathways are of excellent 

grade, as are the parking and picnic facilities. 

 

Work to turn the overgrown and unused area into a useable Wetlands Educational 

Precinct first began in the late 1990s when Yea local, Russell Wealands began working 

to fulfil a dream of developing a world class Wetlands Educational Area in the township. 
One of the first major steps forward in fulfilling his dream came when Russell secured 

funding for the building of a 30 metre Cable 

Suspension Bridge for pedestrians across the 

Yea River. This joined the Wetlands area with 

the main township of Yea. The bridge was 

officially opened to the public on 29 

November 2003 by then local member Ben 
Hardman MLA (the member for Seymour). 

Further works around this time included the 

establishment of walking tracks around the 

wetlands area.  

 

After the suspension bridge was built, Russel 

secured a number of grants for further works, 

including from the State Government. A large 
amount of money was also raised over time by 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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the Yea Wetlands Committee. 

 

Works completed between 2009 and 2013 included the establishment of elevated walk 
paths in areas most prone to water, revegetation, lookouts, bird hides, gravelling of 

tracks, seats, picnic tables and a large shaded table. Bird nesting boxes were established 

and an information area built, amongst many other initiatives. 

 

In 2012, 1.9 million dollars was committed by the Yea Wetlands Committee from 

Government funding for a new Yea Wetlands Interpretive Structure incorporating a state 

of the art nature educational component, a Visitor Information Centre, an exhibition area 

and more. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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T I M E L I N E  

Unknown Russell Wealands began work on creating a Wetlands area at Yea. 

 

2011 Taungurung Elder and long-term supporter of the Yea Wetlands 

project - Irene Lawrey - passed away. 

 

10 March 2013 A memorial to Taungurung Elder - Irene Lawrey - was opened at 

the Yea Wetlands. near the frog pond. 

 

29 November 2003 The Yea Wetlands 30 m pedestrian Cable Suspension Bridge was 

officially opened. 

 

2013 An amount of 1.9 million dollars was committed for the creation 

of a Yea Wetlands Interpretive Centre that is to incorporate a state 

of the art Nature Educational component as well as a new Visitor 

Information Centre and exhibition space. 

 

April 2013 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet and completed the 

Yea Wetlands Tourism brochure and Yea Wetlands map. 

 

May 2013 Artworkz published their first feature on the Wetlands in 

eSplash57, which included the release of the ePic Magazine 

featuring photographs of Yea Wetlands Sap from wattle trees. 

 

31 May 2013  The tender to build the Yea Y-Centre was awarded to Kinglake  

building contractors 'Darjelyn Constructions'. They are the same 

group who built the Kinglake Medical Centre in 2013. 
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The Suspension Bridge  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

TTTHEHEHE   YYYEAEAEA   WWWETLANDSETLANDSETLANDS   
 
  

GGGOULBURNOULBURNOULBURN   VVVALLEYALLEYALLEY   HHHIGHWAYIGHWAYIGHWAY, Y, Y, YEAEAEA   
PUBLISHED ESPLASH57, MAY 2013 

 

Flora & Fauna abound 

The Yea Wetlands has developed into the District's most established and 
visited wetlands for a very good reason. 



The Yea Wetlands BBQ and Information Area  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Walking the Yea Wetlands Suspension Bridge  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

The Yea Wetlands 

Cable Suspension 

Bridge was opened on 

29 November 2003 

and continues to serve 

as a highlight of 

the Wetlands area.  



One of the elevated walking tracks  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



The Yea River and Suspension Bridge  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Brown Thornbill  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

Birdlife is abundant at 

the Yea Wetlands. I 

have been pleasantly 

surprised with how 

many birds I have 

been able to hear, see 

and photograph. 



The non-slip surface on the elevated walkways  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

The wetlands will 

further come alive as 

the rains return. 

Elevated water levels 

will bring more water 

birds and further 

improve the overall 

experience. 



Looking back towards the Suspension Bridge  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



One of the many observation areas in the Wetlands  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



The Yea Wetlands Suspension Bridge  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Many beautiful suprises await the nature adventurer  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



A Blackbird at the Yea Wetlands  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Large beautiful native trees adorn the Yea Wetlands  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Autumn Wonder in 2013  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Old Man's Face in a tree along the Franklin Walk. Note the two eyes and nose  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Bush setting 

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Water views 

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Superb Fairy-wren takes time out for a drink amongst the beautiful reflections  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Tree sap 

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



A memorial to respected Taungurung Elder Aunty Irene Lawrey  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Wetlands Signage  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Wetlands Signage  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Wetlands Signage  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Wetlands Signage  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Wetlands Suspension Bridge Signage in 2013  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



The Yea Wetlands is home to a huge range of flora and fauna. 

We were pleasantly surprised with the broad range of wildlife that 

we were able to experience in the wetland habitat. 

Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2013  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

The Bird Hides are 

excellent areas to 

watch for those 

shy birds. Both 

Bird Hides 

include seating.  



Artworkz Yea Wetlands Map  

---    YYY E AE AE A    WWW E T L A N D SE T L A N D SE T L A N D S    I NI NI N    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

The Yea Wetland's area has slowly been developing in the background and 

has now become a major District Tourism Attraction. We visited the Wetlands 

numerous times in the month of April and were surprised with the large number 

of people roaming the area and enjoying a break at the numerous picnic tables. 

The above map was produced during April and highlights many of the areas. 

We have used the map on our new Yea Wetland's Brochure (downloadable above). 

Download 
the Yea 

Wetlands 
Brochure 

here 

http://www.esplash.me/pdf/br_171_Yea_Wetlands.pdf


Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2018  

A casual walk through nature 
Thanks to it being a beautiful sunny day with a top temperature of 18 degrees, I felt 
it was the prefect time to enjoy a casual walk through the Yea Wetlands Reserve. It 
was extremely rewarding and a great way to relax while learning from nature. 

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

YYYEAEAEA   WWWETLANDSETLANDSETLANDS   
 
  

YYYEAEAEA   ---   14 S14 S14 SEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER   201820182018   
PPPUBLSHEDUBLSHEDUBLSHED   20 S20 S20 SEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER   INININ   EEESPSPSPLASHLASHLASH203203203   



John Cotton Bridge and an Eastern Yellow Robin (inset)  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    



Bird hide and a tree mounted bird box (inset)  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    



A huge River Redgum and a Grey Fantail (inset)  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

The Wetlands is full of surprises and one of them on this day was the 
wide range of frog calls that could be heard at one section of the 
track. A recording I took with my iPhone can be heard by clicking on 
the button on the right. 

http://www.esplash.me/med/sound_yea_wetlands_frogs.mp3


Elevated Platform and Superb Fair -wren (inset)  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

http://www.esplash.me/pdf/fs_219_Yea_Wetlands.pdf


hidden plane 

Elevated platforms and Eastern Yellow Robin (inset)  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    



Grass 

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    
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Serving the Community 


