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INTRODUCTION

The Yea Wetlands is located on the
Name: Yea Wetlands eastern end of High Street Yea and is
Type: Tourism Attraction the District's most important Wetland. It
Location: Eastern end of High Street, Yea is home to an increasing number of
GPS: S37.209426 E145.432129 plants and animals and is specifically
designed for tourists.

The Yea Wetlands is a 32 Hectare parcel of land, developed into the District's most
significant Wetland and water usage educational area. It incorporates a large Day Visitor
Area as well as the Yea Y Water Discovery Centre. This facility includes the large
modern Yea Visitor Information Centre, as well as an Interpretive & Educational Centre
for children and adults. The Wetlands area is located within the boundaries of the
township of Yea and is found at the eastern end of High Street, the main street of Yea.
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Originally this land made up a small part of
the larger area inhabited by the Taungurung
People. Early historical records tell us that
when the first white settlers arrived in the Yea
District, the local Taungurung numbered in
their hundreds. This wetlands area would have
been a major source for food, water, recreation
and a safe and fertile living environment.

The Wetlands include an information board
area, suspension bridge, large frog pond,
elevated walkways, bird hides, viewing
platforms, picnic tables and chairs, historic
relics and more. The pathways are of excellent
grade, as are the parking and picnic facilities.

Work to turn the overgrown and unused area into a useable Wetlands Educational
Precinct first began in the late 1990s when Yea local, Russell Wealands began working
to fulfil a dream of developing a world class Wetlands Educational Area in the township.
One of the first major steps forward in fulfilling his dream came when Russell secured
funding for the building of a 30 metre Cable
Suspension Bridge for pedestrians across the
Yea River. This joined the Wetlands area with
the main township of Yea. The bridge was
officially opened to the public on 29
November 2003 by then local member Ben
Hardman MLA (the member for Seymour).
Further works around this time included the
establishment of walking tracks around the
wetlands area.

After the suspension bridge was built, Russel
secured a number of grants for further works,
including from the State Government. A large

amount of money was also raised over time by
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INTRODUCTION

the Yea Wetlands Committee.

Works completed between 2009 and 2013 included the establishment of elevated walk
paths in areas most prone to water, revegetation, lookouts, bird hides, gravelling of
tracks, seats, picnic tables and a large shaded table. Bird nesting boxes were established
and an information area built, amongst many other initiatives.

In 2012, 1.9 million dollars was committed by the Yea Wetlands Committee from
Government funding for a new Yea Wetlands Interpretive Structure incorporating a state
of the art nature educational component, a Visitor Information Centre, an exhibition area
and more.
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TIMELINE
Unknown Russell Wealands began work on creating a Wetlands area at Yea.
2011 Taungurung Elder and long-term supporter of the Yea Wetlands

project - Irene Lawrey - passed away.

10 March 2013 A memorial to Taungurung Elder - Irene Lawrey - was opened at
the Yea Wetlands. near the frog pond.

29 November 2003 The Yea Wetlands 30 m pedestrian Cable Suspension Bridge was
officially opened.

2013 An amount of 1.9 million dollars was committed for the creation
of a Yea Wetlands Interpretive Centre that is to incorporate a state
of the art Nature Educational component as well as a new Visitor
Information Centre and exhibition space.

April 2013 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet and completed the
Yea Wetlands Tourism brochure and Yea Wetlands map.

May 2013 Artworkz published their first feature on the Wetlands in
eSplash57, which included the release of the ePic Magazine
featuring photographs of Yea Wetlands Sap from wattle trees.

31 May 2013 The tender to build the Yea Y-Centre was awarded to Kinglake
building contractors 'Darjelyn Constructions'. They are the same
group who built the Kinglake Medical Centre in 2013.
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THE YEA WETLANDS

GOULBURN VALLEY HIGHWAY YEA
PUBLISHED ESPLASH57 MAY 2013
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Flora & Fauna abound

The Yea Wetlands has developed into the District's most established and
visited wetlands for a very good reason.

The Suspension Bridge
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The Yea Wetlands
Cable Suspension
Bridge was opened on
29 November 2003
and continues to serve
as a highlight of
the Wetlands area.

YEA WETLANDS IN 2013

Walklng the Yea Wetlands Suspensmn Bridge
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One of the elevated walking tracks-
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The Yea River and Suspension Bridge




Birdlife is abundant at
the Yea Wetlands. |
have been pleasantly
surprised with how

many birds | have
been able to hear, see
and photograph.

YEA WETLANDS

Brown Thornbill

IN 2013
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The wetlands will
further come alive as
the rains return.
Elevated water levels
will bring more water
birds and further
improve the overall
experience.
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The non-slip surface on the elevated walkways
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Looking back towards the Suspension Bridge
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One of the many observation areas in the Wetlands
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Many beautiful suprises await the nature adventurer
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A Blackbird at the Yea Wetlands
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YEA WETLANDS
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Large beautiful native trees adorn the Yea Wetlands
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IN 2013

YEA WETLANDS

Autumn Wonder in 2013
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Old Man's Face in a tree along the Franklin Walk. Note the two eyes and nose




Bush setting



Water views
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Superb Fairy-wren takes time out for a drink amongst the beautiful reflectios
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YEA WETLANDS

Tree sap
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Aurnty [rene Lawrey

for Wer life long commitment to the Frankiin family
and thé Aboriginal community of Yeas
Ackiiowledgement also fo the Taungurung people,
: the orfginal custodians of this country

A memorial to respected Taungurung Elder Aunty Irene Lawréy
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y shared adjoining territories, a common language, cultural M
and mutual interests. Opposite moieties intermarried.

;'andthe

mition of the clan Warring illum baluk, who first walked this

living in this wetland environment at least 40 000 years ago,

Dreaming Time ... until ... John Franklin, ¢ 1837-1921
Fb'unklm, Taungurung man of the Nira illum bal

duelling peeplo s
parated from his family and culture when 4 years o
d in the Yea district as a farm labourer, horse-
farmer, contributing to the development of
honoured by many proud descendants,

Married
Harriet Tull,
1874. Reared
born ¢, 1837 39 _
".s:m,."-l,.‘,f Fallarook ' 12 children
Crevk { Watthobird

Laid to rest in

Reared on
Flowerdale Sllli(:'-"\‘

Leased 18791913,
when freehold was uﬂm‘ﬂ"

Wetlands Signage
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The Wetland Web of Life

A wide range of wetland animal life ultimately

relies on plants. The plants harness the sun's energy and convert it
\ to food energy (photosynthesis). It is not only the large plants you see
growing in the water and wetland edges, but also great quantities
of microscopic aquatic plants (phytoplankton) and algae that
supply energy to sustain the rest of the food chain.
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Freshwater wetlands contain a vast array o

THE LAND OWNED THEM

1 : ’ / Invertebrates
o the indigenous people elves may al
cverything uwas iterconnected: them f!‘;ﬂl r o o
land, people and all living things N > P e
Dependent upon seasonal change,
kmowledge of the constellations amd
the developmental stoges of plants and o <
amimals, people moved from place to
Place to maximise the availability
of Jood and shefter.

To the Taungurung, seasons worr associated with
ox, Changy oy weekid semsem — Seprrvier
Iolpale semavm  (ktiier

o The PLATYPUSI (Ornithorhynchus anatinus), an egg-laying mammal
~or monotreme like the echidna/ , is uniquely Australian.
mtmmmmwmamummmm puggle’ to drink.

The male has a poisonous spur on each hind foot, which is used for protection. *

Platypus build burrows under tree roots in the river bank where vegetation overhangs the
water. uamnmmhmm protective cover from predators and
o«mmmmm

loses its eyes and ears under water,
stic sensors in its duck-tike bill
can eat its own
night, storing 01
for lean times. Platypus have been y
seen here feeding during
dawn and dusk.
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Victoriahas lost 50% of its wétlands on private land. This includes
93% of shallow freshwater and 78% of freshwater marshes.

This.

.are adap) id 10 natural variations in water levels. Controlling watqr

{evels and eliminating suct Variations oftén result in tree deal.h
ificant chiang®s in the natural growbh of reed beds.

Why are wetlands 1mbo tdh,

—= they arepne of I‘i&ho&t Pproductive bt endangered ec !

(ithey tiaye arich diversity of plants and animals,softén found nowhere else o
-“‘ they ac&u ater filters and buffers from foods : Yea Wetlands — Noari sie

- they aré‘%a‘uab{e dlsmarge and rccha:ge areas.

the Warring :llum bulak
for af fea

Aborsginal people saw the
extinction of the megafatna about
20 000 yeurs ago, Thers were
also massive climate changes:
Srowm an iee oge 1o the milder
climate of the present, This
warming eawsed rising s,
which reduced the size

Wf Vietoria by

e Quutrier
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SNAGS, STUMPS and SHELTER TRAC{ )

Large pieces of wood or whole dead trees provide valuable habitat in and around wetlands ..

and waterways. They give shelter/ and protection from predators, eg: fish shelter among submerged branches;
frogs find a molst environment under wood and bark as other areas dry out in surmnmer/ Smaller organisms living

in the wood become food/ for other species. Tiny aquatic invertebrates that live among woody debris fall prey
to platypus/ , fish and water birds/ . Large amounts of dead wood provide habitat for a long
time and as it slowly decays, a steady stream of nutrients is returned to the wetland.

Understorey plants add enormously to the diversity of an ecosystem, allowing smaller

marsupials, reptiles and birds to thrive. This is largely because so many insects and other invertebrates use
understorey species for food. Shrubs provide protection for smaller birds from the
more aggressive birds like bell miners. Understorey also provides corridors
between remnant vegetation, and this allows smaller birds and animals to Cuckoos lay their eggs in
spread throughout an area. other birds" nests to hatch. The
newly hatched cuckoo pushes

WOODLAND BIRDS out its companions.

The variety of birds present
in an area depends on the range of habitats and their -«

complexity. The woodland in and around the Yea Wetiands
provides valuable habitat for many types of birds. Some are
present year round, while others are seasonal visitors, eg: kingfishers
and cuckoos. Woodland birds are generally great songsters, and those
eg: pardalotes and some honeyeaters, that spend most of their time in the
 canopy of the Swamp Gum (Ewelyptus ovat) and River Red Gum (Eucalyptia comalduten
TAUNGURUNG TOOLS sis) are more often heard than seen,

Hnting and gathering Is 4 complex activity The Silver Wattle/ (Acacta dealbera) and shrub layer

It requires effective tools and weapons, developed and refined pravide shelter and food for the Eastern Yellow Robin
T R tions and the skill
peaollaernil o tesra pm o e (Eopsaltrie grisecgularts) and Golden Whistler (Pachycephale pectoraily).

/u-mtohnqmnw while oo Thick vegetation beneath the woodland canopy and close to
plan foods wnd smolier i the ground provides cover, food and nest sites for small
species such as the Superd Fairy-wren (Maluna cyones)

- il The woodiand along the river/ ts a favourite S
.,.I place for falcons and goshawks ta hunt other birds fo

Wetl Signage
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Australia’s earliest land plants

Rocks in the Yea district contain fossils of some of the
world’s earliest land plants

The most important of these fossils is Baragwanathia
longifolia. It belongs to a group of primitive,
non-flowering plants called club mosses or lycopods.

The Flora Fossil Site - Yea is included in Australia’s
National Heritage List because of its outstanding
natura he ritage values and worldw ide significance
This place reveals valuable information about
Australia’s geological history, the evolution of plants
and their successful adaptations to living on land

Flora Fossil Site -Yea
This fossil plant shows remarkable adaptations that

helped it and other plants make the difficult transition

from life in the seas to life on land

neifolm hrst
appear rocks that were deposited

during the Silurian Period, about 420

million years ago

The John Cptton Story

John Cotton, accompanied by his wife Susannah and their nine children, arrived at Port Phillip aboard the
ship ‘Parkfield’ in May 1843. The following August he set out from Melbourne for the Yea district where his
brother Edward had leased land on the Goulburn River. By Septembeér that year, John had acquired the

lease of a 30,000 acre (12,140 ha) property from a Mr Campbell. That land extended from the King Parrot
' Creek in the west to the Yea River in the east.

In November 1843, John Cotton and his family too'kAup residence at
John Cotton ‘Doogalook’ remaining there until his death on 14 December 1849.

John Cotton had been educated at Oxford University and later became an articled

clerkiin London. His classical educatjon was clearly evidenced by the elegant arid

evocative prose present in the forty-four letters he wrote to his brother William ip ‘ R e e
. England from his residence at 'Doogalook’ By 1829 he had become a Fellow of the - S

Royal Zoological Society of London and by 1836 had published two books on the song R e L

birds of England. In Australia he maintained this interest in drawing, writing, painting ' b

and biology, ‘ R

- On arrival in the Yea district, he took a keen interest in observing and recording the
indigenous plants, animals, birds and insects of the area. He published the first
scientific work on birds in the district and became Victoria’s first recognised

.- ornithologist. John had a passionate delight in painting and his pictures captured
impressions of what the area was like in the 1840's.

Much of John Cotton's early scientific work is held by
the Latrobe Library. ' \
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The Bird Hides are [£%
excellent areas to
watch for those
shy birds. Both
Bird Hides
include seating.

" The Yea Wetlands is home to a huge range of flora and fauna.
We were pleasantly surprised with the broad range of wildlife that
we were able to experience in the wetland habitat.

, \)J -

Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2013
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YEA WETLANDS ADVENTURE

TOURIST MAP

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE 5797 2663
MAP NOT TO SCALLI
MAP © COPYRIGHT 2013 DAVID HIBBERT

A

W 5 Download
ETLAN the Yea

Shniit Wetlands

=~ YeuRmen Brochure
(ANABRANCH)
here

Observation

INFORMATION BOARDS,
FOSSIL INFORMATION &
SITE OF FUTURE
DISCOVERY CENTRE

SeALED & GRAVEL
LOOP ROAD TO
GOULBURN VALLEY
HicHway (16m)

_ SNODGRASS ST

KiLLingwortH Ro

SHOPS L Goulburn | Valle Hw

Yea (100 METRES)
SeYMOUR (39 km)
SHEPPARTON (120 km)

To Eipon (56 km)
To ALexanDRA (32 km)
To Bonnie Doon (57 km)

To Yarra Guen (57)
To MeLsousne (111)

The Yea Wetland's area has slowly been developing in the background and
has now become a major District Tourism Attraction. We visited the Wetlands
numerous times in the month of April and were surprised with the large number
of people roaming the area and enjoying a break at the numerous picnic tables.
The above map was produced during April and highlights many of the areas.
We have used the map on our new Yea Wetland's Brochure (downloadable above).
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Artworkz Yea Wetlands Map



http://www.esplash.me/pdf/br_171_Yea_Wetlands.pdf
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YEA WETLANDS

YEA - 14 SEPTEMBER 2018

PUBLSHED 20 SEPTEMBER IN ESPLASH203

= A casual walk through nature

Thanks to it being a beautiful sunny day with a top temperature of 18 degrees, | felt
it was the prefect time to enjoy a casual walk through the Yea Wetlands Reserve. It
was extremely rewarding and a great way to relax while learning from nature.

Artworkz Reporfer © David Hi.bbért 2018
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John Cotton Bridge and an Eaétern Yellow Robin (inset)
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The Wetlands is full of surprises and one of them on this day was the § ., A-
wide range of frog calls that could be heard at one section of the AIL'JK_')
track. A recording | took with my iPhone can be heard by clicking on 2
the button on the right.

SOUND

A huge River Redgum and a Grey Fantail (inset)


http://www.esplash.me/med/sound_yea_wetlands_frogs.mp3
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E'Ievated Plaform and Superb Fair-wren (inset)


http://www.esplash.me/pdf/fs_219_Yea_Wetlands.pdf
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Elevated platforms and Eastern Yellow Robin (inset)
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Serving the Community



