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Please note that it is always dangerous to enter the Australian Bush. Ensure you have appropriate
clothing and footwear, and carry sufficient water at all times. Always let someone know of your
travel plans. It is strongly advised that you carry a fully charged mobile phone with you.

In the event of discovering any caves, we would strongly advise against entering them without
informing Parks Victoria staff and working with them to find the safest way to investigate the find.
Further, we ask that you not make any find public, without the permission of Parks Victoria.
Please always respect private property and local land owners.
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Government records tell us that when
white-man first arrived in this district,
the area now known as the Cathedral
Range was home to over 600 men, women
and children of the Taungurung tribe.

A brief history of the Taungurung
can be found on their website here.

We ask that you please show
respect towards this beautiful and
historical Bushland Reserve and remember
those that previously inhabited this land.


http://taungurung.net/2011/04/taungurung_a_brief_history.html

HISTORIC
FACTSHEET

CATHEDRAL CAVES

; We believe that the Cathedral Caves
Name: Cathedral Caves may be a series of caves located below
Mentions: 1890 - Alexandra Standard the main Cathedral Mount. All

1895 - Alexandra Standard information at this time is via two early
e A 118 e hewspaper articles that were published
in the Alexandra & Yea Standard.

NO PHOTOGRAPHS CURRENTLY EXIST
OF THE CATHEDRAL CAVES AND THEIR
EXACT WHEREABOUTS REMAIN
UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME.

Once used as a local tourist attraction, information on the Cathedral Caves - located on
the western front of the main Cathedral Mount - is in very short supply. There are no
photographs and currently only two articles have been identified that talk of the
attraction. Both of these articles are from the late 1800s. Information from these two
articles suggest that the caves may be substantial and significant in nature, though are
also very hard to locate.

From the articles, we understand that at least some of the caves have a distance of over
300 feet. The 1895 article describes them as caverns and suggests they were large
enough for bushrangers to take refuge in without the landowner's knowledge. It also
suggests that the openings were hard to find and were initially the size of wombat holes.

No pictures have been found of the caves and although we have been spreading the
news of the possible existence for over four years, no contact has led to them being
discovered. Some people confuse them with the Buxton Cave which is resting some
distance behind the Buxton Pub, while others confuse them with Wells Caves of one of a
number of other small caves found along the eastern face of the range.
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CATEEDRAL OCAVES

Based on the two articles, we feel that the caves may be located further up from where
the popular 'Cathedral Side Hotel' was once located (between Clearview Court and
Norman Road).

For those interested in history, the Cathedral Side Hotel was once owned and
operated by William Burchall who also ran the first Mail Coach from Melbourne to
Alexandra. A newspaper article in the Alexandra and Yea Standard reports that
when the Burchalls first came to the Taggerty area, they had to cut through thick
scrub just to get the Mail Coach through. At that time, they slept in the Mail Coach
as it was their only home. It was also reported in that same newspaper article that
'‘Blacks' once visited Mrs Burchall when Mr Burchall was absent, and demanded
food or they would take her two children away. Further, it reported that the Kelly
Gang frequented the Cathedral Mount area and once shod their horses at the
Burchall farm. Finally it mentions the presence of dingoes in the area, how Mrs
Burchall once had a pack of dingoes snapping at the feet of her horse until a
gunshot scared them away, and how upon visiting the campsite of one of his
mates, William Burchall found he had been eaten by a pack of dingoes who had
attacked him at the campsite - leaving only his clothes and bones.

It is hoped that one day we will find these caves, so that Parks Victoria may be able to
conduct a risk assessment and conclude that they hold tourism potential.

With millions of people living just over the Black Range in Melbourne, a new tourism
attraction may be a great way of enticing more of them into our district.

Once it warms up again, we hope to attract a much larger base of people for foot
searches. Such a move would help us cover large areas in a shorter period of time.

If you have any information or can help in any way, please contact us.

emailartworkz@gmail.com
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TIMELINE

24 January 1890 First mention of the caves on the Cathedral Mount in an article
published in the Alexandra & Yea Standard.

13 September 1895 Second mention of the caves on the Cathedral Mount in an article
published in the Alexandra & Yea Standard.

20 December 1895 A bitter fallout between neighbours James Batchelor and William
Burchall (licensee of the Cathedral Side Hotel) may have been
what spelt an end to Burchall being allowed onto the Batchelor
property to access the caves. There is no mention found of the
caves after 1895.

Wednesday 26 Dec 1901 The Cathedral Side Hotel was destroyed by fire for the first time.

6 May 1932 A report in the Alexandra & Yea Standard made reference to
Fossil Beds on the western side of the Cathedral Mountain and
how people were being taken there to visit the attractions. We
have not heard of this and like the caves, we are not aware of
their location.

27 November 1933 The Cathedral Side Hotel was destroyed by fire for the second
time, just two years after being de-licensed. It was occupied at
the time by an unknown family.

2010 Artworkz first became aware of the caves from an article
chanced upon during research on the Cathedral Ranges for the
Historic Times Newspaper and our broader projects. We started
asking people about the cave from this point on.

March 2012 Artworkz 'Historic Times' editor Lawrence Hood included an
article in the third edition of the Artworkz 'Historic Times'
newspaper, in order to generate interest in the lost caves.

January 2012 Long-term Buxton local, the late Jack Jones was asked about the
caves, though only knew of the cave some distance behind the
Buxton Pub. He had never heard of the existence of these caves
and was surprised when told of them.

May 2013 A friend was told by a local that caves matching this description
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may have been used by a local thief to hide his loot up until his
unexpected death in the late 1900s. They had no further
information. It should be noted that the western front of the
Cathedral Ranges contain numerous smaller caves, created by the
large granite boulders resting upon each other.

May 2013 Artworkz published this factsheet in order to broaden the range
of information and interest. After our Elephant Rock factsheet
ultimately led to the discovery of Elephant Rock, we realised
having a more public document may help.

4 June 2013 AWINTV interview by reporter Alexia Boland with Allan Layton
and Leisa Lees saw Cathedral Caves spoken about as a new
adventure we were pursuing.

4 June 2013 Allan Layton, Leisa Lees, Shannon Carnes and David Hibbert
conducted their first feet-on-ground look at the search area at
Cathedral. This was to ensure any subsequent searches were
focused in area of highest probability. This process was helped
substantially by a composite map that Allan had made. This map
incorporated all details known to date, including new information
Allan Layton uncovered while researching the caves during the
past week. A new map was created based directly on his work.

7 June 2013 WinTV News ran a second 50 second piece on the Elephant Rock
Discovery at the end of the news broadcast.

14 June 2013 Artworkz published an article in their free eSplash eMagazine
regarding the caves. It included a link to this factsheet.

19 June 2014 The first field trip was conducted at the Cathedral Ranges
looking for the Cathedral Caves. Involved were: Ron Cooper,
Allan Layton, Stephen Handbury and David Hibbert. No
evidence of the cave complex was found. Refer Artworkz
eSplash94 eMagazine - page26 - for more details).

24 March 2015 Allan Layton made me aware of the fact that local John Fleming
had discovered a cave on Cathedral Mount around six months
ago. Little is currently known about the discovery except that it is
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on the Cathedrals. A link to a site showing two images is here.

3 July 2015 Local Geoff Proctor told us that he remembers human bones
being found in a cave located on the western face of the
mountain in the 1970s. He remembers being on a walk with a
group, when the discovery was made. Further investigations are
being made.

10 July 2015 Geoff Proctor discovered that William Burchall had an interest in
a mine called the 'Indicator' and that a Burchall family member
had suggested that the cave was thought to be close to the mine.
He is still investigating the information regarding bones found in
a cave (noted above - 3 July 2015).

15 September 2015 An attendee to the "Magic Murrindindi" talk conducted by
Artworkz members Allan Layton and David Hibbert chatted
regarding the caves. He told us that his father who is now aged
in his eighties - was previously a commando in the Australian
forces. During a training operation they were dropped at the front
highway side of the Cathedral Range and told that they needed to
climb the face and get over the top. He remembers his father
telling him that during the exercise, they happened upon
"massive caves" in the cathedrals. He told us he would contact
his father and see if he has any further memories of the caves.

14 October 2015I Credible information received regarding the positive
identification of a cave in the Cathedral Ranges where the
Johnson's daughter (abducted in the late 1800s) was held in for a
number of months before being rescued. Information was
received via Kathie Maynes and is currently being investigated.
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\ surceaL, HOTEL

The Cathedral Side Hotel in 1906.

In 1895, licensee of the Cathedral-Side Hotel (William Burchall) would take visitors
to the Cathedral Caves. This appeared to end in December of that year after a bitter
disagreement between James Batchelor and neighbour William Burchall, over
Burchall's cattle continuously crossing into Batchelor's property.

It has been suggested by a local historian that William Burchall may have needed
permission from Batchelor to access his land when taking people to see the caves,
and that this permission could have been withdrawn after the dispute.

Courtesy State Library Victoria.
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LOCAL OBSERVATIONS

By Wavyranen,

NO 2 -ACHERON.

“ Acheron' is eertainly a very sonorons name,
and from a purely eophenic »t '
1l i ved upon for adding the del

clature to the other chge o

e
isienl nor of
a reuion rescasent v ith the gush of wisr, wa oo,
i b, me the poet sings,
“ Made greeu with the runc
And gracious with tefmperam air,

‘rlwers,

but there are other wavs, mot compected with
phouetion, of regarding the subject, which mke
the appr tenees of the dexignation appear

sowes hat donbtful, A very o Ble num
ber of people know enongh of ut ins thol ey
to conneet the appelation with quarters which
e popalarl v <opposed to lie very much deeper
than the 300fL. level, and Rbakespere pakes his
witches in ** Macheth™” conspire to meet at th

1t of Acheron. Orne learned ncgonimtane s bhas
told me that Shakespere was wronz, and that
Acheron was not a pit, but as I can elsia
similarity to the immortal bard an that T kiow
“litele Latin and less Greek,” [ forebear giving
Jadgement on this point. L only know that the
vame has something to dowith where ¥ uwas once

told I » I arrive <ooner or later according to
the i f my decease. These exions are
prompted by a dittle adventire which luppened
to me whea I first ret foot in the distnce

et what my classieal fiiend would call a
“Leliocat vy " (short for “ sundowner *) who was
classical likewise. He per jed e 1O surven-
der a pipeful  of tohbaeco, talked ns he
| smoked 1L was the every 1 topic of riilway

construction that was on the tapis.

“*The fault lies antire
“The ratlway authorit
they must gret here some day But conld yon, as
resconalile hewng, possitly expect theuni to Le
ina hurey "'

Aud what reniedy would you suggest?” ¥
queriad.
“ Call the di-triet after the mountain—the

Cathedral. Yon know the provegh—* the nearer
to chureh, ete, and presunishly the farther from
pndgement nlso.  The seat of gpovernment wonld
he romoved to here in a week, with the whale
S treet tormine 0 And with thic port
ing salute, be b octor's howse for
gratuitous tea and dawmper.
I found afterwards that the eontinnation

the Hedeoville lice in as mineh a burpiog e

tactossto a

tion here as at the Lawer Acheron The trie
suflers los pechaps, but whae it suffors ic e
i) There i-more prosperity here tho
cttlement lower down, Lot the resvlent-
veral mites pearer to Healesville aned
v fron Alexandrs and Yea, are nataraly
i interested 1o projeet that w
s adniost te te«, indnearly
evervone | ointesviewed ke warnialy tu me
upon the «ul ject
The local indoastries are principally  wool
growing, dairsing. and live stock reariage, bt
ol crope are Loken off the wlluvio] bottoms,

wid tenft and vegetabiles of cxcellent gnality are
probiee), aithougrh, for oW s reasony, i con
parativel s small guantity.  For sounie tinie poast
dairvine has been an the decline, owing to the
i el conipetition from dist < paor-sessed of

ra facilities, bt with «kill and enterprice
} re n +till be attained. Grazing
1< wmediun of proper means of trans-

port, but fat ex nre sent rvia Hoalesville and
weet with a ready sale.  The staple product of
the locality for this season bas been wool, in
which the enhanced prices have hrought good
returus, in many cases far exceeding the exjec
tationy of the owners,

Messrs. Craddock and Barrett are just potting
throuwrh hy far the largest -I-r in this distrier,
but the fleeces are f tr led NS W siivep
brought over for » ring snd snbsegrent dis-

pu-;.] Asto thel liy grownarticle, nmong.t
the highest priced lots Iately passed through the
market were vone subanitte Messy- “
and J. Webb, which realized 1+ and 11d r

tively. Other consignments of Leavy woo!
s slightly lower figure, have
goods profits for the out In the way of
crops, onta have been better this season, and
e:lr{v potatoes have attained a very superior
quality, some which I tasted from the garden of
Mr Teanc Helmes being of especially notable
excellence.

I visited the property held by Mr Buatchelor,
opposite the Cathedral, avd was much ph-au(‘-‘
at the evidences of energy there displaved.
The operations at present carried onare varied,
and inclnde horse and eattle 1 12, pig breed-
ing, dairying and cheese making. and cultivation
of a diversity of crops, and to these Mr Batche-
loris prepared to add friit and vegetable grow-
ing for the Melbourne market s soon ax rail
road conveyance can be hwl. The lund has
about four miles of frontage to the river
Acheron, and is watered in sddition by several
small creeks, upon one of which a large water-
wheel has been erected to provide power far
chaff-cutting. The «oil—for tae major part of
river deposit—is of great fertility, and under
intelhgent treatment produces #nceessful
barvests of any crop that may be desired. A
quantity of good. looking oaten nay was being
stacked at the time of my visit, & good deal
had been placed under cover already, and there
was more to follow from the field. Rome jolly
looking pigs were taking a “refresher” in a
pond prepared for their especial benefit, whilst
a number of juveniles of the same species
strayed so near as to whet my appetite and
tantalize my palate with involuntary recol-
lections of the flavor of porcupine—one of the
greatest dainties imaginable, and almost

iliar to this part of the Jcolony. The suck-
ing pig that can come up to porcupine baked
in aclay coat, mnst be prime at all points.
From the pig* we pnass the building in which
the stores are kept, and the dairying proccesses
carried on. On entering ome sees an array of
cheeses with half a dogzen presses, and a conple
of vats, one of which is constructed of copper
to servea variety of purposes, and must ’Cl'ﬂ
cost fifty or sixty pounds for the material snd
workmanship. It is capahle of being wsed as
an ordinary boiler (heat being supplied from

yielded at least as |

an ordinary boiler (heat being supplied from
a steam jacket) or as a drainage vat, being pro-
vided with a central upright perforated tube
and removable water-tight sheath. In case
of ¢ 2r

id
be

y.an air K App cou
procured and attached in place of the stesm
generator, thereby affording an efficient milk
refrigerator, to render dairying practicable in
the hottest of weather.

This system does not, however, afford a
sufficiently rapid of the camds from
the whey to .ﬂb tb.e mnnn'u::-n;{‘;:c:c?nu
as is r Buchelor, a.. rainage
is lo'pm gy means of & trough
suspended in an inclined box w ‘rectived
and conveys away the liquid. There are two
wethods of proparing the curds—the one by

ick drainage, the other by settlement and
skimming off the whey. made by the
Iatter process has a finer and closer grain, bat
it ires double the time for ripening and
-bo-u then find its way into consumption
speedily, as it is apt to hecome too solid. The
onick Xrlinm system gives a large knotty
grain, and the product retaina its qualities for
seme time after matarity, which takes place in
a few weeks. The article produced here is best
marketable s new cheesa, and is of the type
which find« most favor with the great bulk of
the working classes in Melbourne.

Extensiveadditions to the dwelling honse are
at present in eourse of erection, awd the build- |
ing, when completed, will have an elegant and
tasteful appearance. The locatien of the pro-
perty is good, being at an easy dhu.g 'f‘-
splendid fishing, shooting, and the p pal

ints of interest in the national scemery, and
&Ml.-ﬁbehtmwmmmw replete

Wil stablishment - for the convesience of

|

toari-ts mnd boliday noakers who e (erta 110
e altligced L L ctia as tog lutanly
beconws betler ki e uge

ThLere arv cas erus aboul the catbedial oppos
ite, wisch
explored. They have apparently leen furwed
by the wouwbats penetrating in sabterr.m
crevices of the rock, and the opesings are
cult to discover.
ever, that they were known and inhabited hy
white men long before the ‘arming residen:®
had any knowledge of their existence, and it

Py almost d d that they were
once the secret haunts of the bushrangeps who
infested the region when the Wood’s . Paiut
digwings were in'the height of their pmsperity.
Perehamee in the gloomy rece-ves of thes
fi-snres there may lie Lieaching skelgtons, witle
rusted nfles stift W the cin of ‘the bony
fingers, guasrding hoards of (llieltlv gotten godd
—who knows At all eventa these rebiew of
for thic cdlomy, & remote ant buried anbiquity,
are wit! worthy of ‘'n Piller ihvesigation thun
haw "t been accorded to them?- 3

WhN«t-shooting i the hils@at the font of the
o tabh T endmantes] an agrecalile surproe,
falling im with a yonde loeal artist iu the pewson
of Mr W Tircha Wehad a very eggoyalle
eremtion arterw® theenny five till u-late or
rathuor an earky hane, sand T had swbasguently
sorme Of trin

have mnever yet becu thoroughly

| wioppertin ity - of chapecting
pictupes ANbongh "Mt it  altempts, and
!r\.q.-.,"-l’ i ordigary: housespruiter s colors

v of ghem are well finished and wil axhivet
ol et ption and proieise uduocm(n}c'uv.
Tt in M Burchall’s intentiondb ppreosd sax Mol
boarne and ot the N al Giillery,
where, with practise and sagh. ng rhvogar s |

rechmigre as tha wdSruction bk vl offoml,

should be alile tor take equal rank ~wuih  olbog
professronal nrtiste, and enjoy as m.uﬁq.ml

ther wity offers Lo other than  eemmcrciel

terit,

Proceeding towards Alex indra, T pasinA on
the left Lol side the estatdisbiments of Messrs
T Webb, Ro-s and Mullive, and on the right
that of Mr Kerr—Fuirfleld Farm.  The road
Lere ruum almost midway tetween the Achegon
anel the Little River, l‘lit h h carry water
widergroaid fur same dl<tauice from the Yinks,
enabbine wells to be sunk for conve fqence of
domestie sopply and for dalryog  pyrposes,
The water thot s preferred for the lattér, Kow -
cver, i not river soakayre, but the 'jnu- tion

,very eool

f the lulle. Tt is perennial ane
and . A trace of Liackishness is here and
there olgected to by the resident-, bt only
yersoms acenstonied ta the excecdincdy jare

water of the rivers would perceive it, Some of
| the points which T jotted Ju\\n an my tour were
the following :— At Mr Webl's T found the
Buster producel to be of excellent quidity, ‘in
fa t.amomgst the Lest textured, smoothest, and
icuent that T noticed. Tlere were plenty of
e taking thing« easy | i
own fashion, and appropriate ace
appeared to advantyze i ire e orcha
and vegetable pateh close at bund, up<an which
plongghing v s being done. Mr Ross, bigher vy,
wealisel the highest prices for lcally grovn
wool this reason, ne alréady meutionsd, the
price. ope shilling, being given for lighter ©on-
diticned lots than th Jurity sent  qut f-
t. Merinoe- ae the tavarite
do weli on hilly  pround
Dyvarietios Loz Tooked oy
Al weul

l

shieep

the neet relinhilg for pookit, i
[ the crea-c, or ab Joast o il v
e that conditian, bt tae wan £ Y,

(<thette v eighit likely 1o be ot i i

| Mo Choardes Mulhines woe Laboriy conte

‘ araa ey i thi= tioe, Fle Tos conne
ch g the lar . o supplic

|

antils to the )

Flee woaas wromminteins

| nevident whichh precdindet oo
Yoother coneon -y dTarded me a

I yeetnl, €oraction,

Over the woy s Foirfield Farm, owned by Mr
Kerrowho Qs o pood deat oo ove stk and
weondd e el theve were o readi y gecessiide

[ ket There s o spiesdidd st 1 1

Proofs are not wanting, how- .

of obtaning the very inadagnate pewandy whiel .

vowell earned tar

Soot wan, who i oevi
g rigs v b Phmie as G et
e peed, bt con vt
1 ALCO) o the wheat, whieh - hittle prawn
in the welewt, and will oot noke wnceh baad -

way until eneourigenient is given ty cuter upon
the necessary combination of drainage and
irrigarion to avaid the rick of rust. Under thosc

conditions it could be succes<fully enltivated. I
should also wention that Mr Kerr rovs o
number of Liveoln sheep on the Little River

flate, these being, with the ex-eption of some
cross-hreds, the ooly won-metitioes  in the
locality,

Cros ing over the Little River v here it 10ivs
the / ron, and the hridge whi b oepun< the
latter o down, T eanme to taten
of the Mesurs Wiy lie, conpri i

which 1900 were Ll conutry and (00
Bottons. Aboat oue sheep 1o the o
country andaone head of eattle to te
the sie is the average at’ pre ent-
they Lave the run of the bottans as
the carrying capacity of any part of the ¢
in fur greater.  The antmads are nore likgly
get thin, if they ever do ro, from indirestion
throupgh over-feeding, than from the rever.e
canse.  The sheep average 1900, and are heayv: -
fleeced metinoea living on the hillsides. They
den well have returned eleven pene
last ¢i i1 greace. Catth —
thing special. From %0 to
over 200, and av ging that numler at lea-t,
of well-churacteviced Hereford  deeent, ‘with
twenty-five per cent usnally in mitk, sielding
butter good enongh for export to England under
the new bonnty svstem, they make no imein
show, One comld almost funey them houman
beings, so we!l defined i the individaality of
each.  On thix account al they rhould le
invalnable for bLreeding and  particnlusly for
experimental purposes. . But the pride of tie
herd is Warrion Duke the Fonrth) pgw three
vears old, »un of the.celebrated Warrion Tuke,
who etood champion of the colouy at tle
Nationnl Agricultural Society’'s show,” where
young Warion was purchased in Lis ipfency.
A splendid bheast, with long straight back, Lig
museular shoullers and neat sgaarely talken-off
riumy, fine <talwart neek, arching at will like a
stag's. and hig pendant dewlap, Le is as yat only
half the weight which lLe may be expectml to
attain when full-.growm. His mild and some-
what patriarchal face is an index to bis charne-
ter, for he is so gentle that a child may lead him
anywhere, and he makes it his regnlar business
to po round the milch herd ag milking, time,
making & thorough inspection of every cow,
and apparently remonstrpting with any that
bave nllowed themselves 1o become overheated
or nervons during the afternoon.
e

The butter ns soon as made i« stored away in
a coo! cellar notil it-«woan be gent to MellLonrne
for shipment. . For the export trade, the new
enametled easks of 70Iba .are employed. Mr
Wylie was awaitipng (he resulf of the experi-
mental cargo at the time of my visit, but t! h.‘
ix little need for anxiety if, ng I lehrn by the

metropolitan sznhl.mi"' m: '::né; #

price of the entire
of th. thky i;&

-

por éwt,, bf mearly 1s per Ib.
Natnrally, the bhye-prodacts
not altogether inconsiderable,
ntilized in Q?I g
Wylie formerly kepta- nambed. Fustin
he'in reducing tham be. whnt the dairy. wiste'/

will support, on of the condition of the -
market. TlLey nre sent down ecither alive or as
carcases, but l{n othors in the localit e neyer
eured for sale. The reason seai is that the
Melbouine curers command the market, and
that country bams sl badon Tin@t little dm#.-[

' Althongh awme of tha faks T, Béffeve that the
explanation is different. Fhere s certainly ro

such caprice on the

ean nothing imlifferently cured bacon
st at any price at the present sime. I am
sure that thie salting. and smoki the latter
i particular, cupon which so mneh Arpends—
could be m just an well here ps there, and
in fact the great range of selection that yon have
tor aweet-scented fuel shou'd render it possible
to turn ont better Mvored prodace than in np
other districs through which I bave travellad,
The only whim on the subject, so far us 1 bhave
taken notice, is a rage for well-fleshed lean meat,
rejecting the delicate fat which in my epinion
constitutes bacon’s principal charm, hut it i« the
conntr, districts above all that can comply with
the requirement if so desired. The fact of the
case is, that the metropolitan curers bold a
momopoly, which enn y be hroken down by
energetic and united action on the part of those
outside the “ring.” It is within my own
recollection that before these individuals had
wheedled the trade into their own haunds by
holding out comveniences for curing to the
coun , there was a large variety of

growers
sorts to select from, and the Melbourne smoked
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Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 24th January 1890
Courtesy National Library Australia

See the next page
for a zoomed in
version of the
relevant text.
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TLere arv carerus aboul the catedral oppons
ite, wisch have mnever yet becn thorouglly
explored. They have apparently lecn forwed
by the wowbats penetrating in subterr.neag
crevices of the rock, and the openings are diffi-
cult to discover. Proofs are not wanting, how- .
ever, that they were known and inhabited hy
white mmen long before the ‘arming reesideni®
had any knowledge of their existence, and it
appemrs almost demonstmted that they were
ooce the secret haunts of the bashrangeps who
infested the region whean the Wousd's . Paiut

Jiggings were in'the Leight of their pmsperity.

Perehamee in the oomy rece-ves of the-o
fi-snrea there may lie Lieaching skelgtons, withe
rusted rfles «tift W the cin of ‘the bony
fingers, guarding hoards of (lieitlv gotten godd

—who knons® At all even's tHece rebiew of |
for thie oﬂ'.q’v nore d antd hurist ambyonty
are Wit worthy of 'n Piller ihvesigation thun
b 'ot been aceorded-to them?- ;

“"There are caverns about the cathedral opposite, which have never yet been
thoroughly explored. They have apparently been formed by the wombats penetrating
in subterranean crevices of the rock, and the openings are difficult to discover.
Proofs are not wanting, however, that they were known and inhabited by white men
long before the farming residents had any knowledge of their existence, and it
appears almost demonstrated that they were once the secret haunts of the
bushrangers who infested the region when the Wood's Point diggings were in the
height of their prosperity. Perchance in the gloomy recesses of these fissures there
may be bleaching skeletons, with rusted rifles still in the clutch of the bony fingers,
guarding hoards of illicitly gotten gold - who knows? At all events these relics of,
for this colony, a remote and buried antiquity, are well worthy of a fuller
Investigation than has yet been accorded to them."

Alexandra & Yea Standard.  21st April 1890
Courtesy National Library Australia.
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CURRENT EVENTS.

i mi—
The following is the roster for Wednes
day next .—Messrs. R. W. Wightinso and
¥. Wheeler.

A somewhat remarkable care has been
efccted 1o the local hospital within the
past fow days. An old man (B2 years of
uge) was seot by the Yea Council appar-
ently to die hero. His sufterings weic on
wdmission something ternble, and with hin
sdvanced years added to them there did
not seem & ticle of hope of his recovery.
And, indeed, the patient hiuwelt thought
his last Lours had come, sod sought tor
and obtained the services of o minister of
hin church.  As & trifling series of compli-
cations wo would here mention that be
had theoe ribs broken on one side, four on
the other, the lobe of right eur shot away,
an srm broken in two plices and never
joined properly, and u skall fractured from
« blow from the butt of » musket. Theso
were reminiscenoes of the battle of the
Eurcka Stockade (in 1854), in which
Mr. Williams, we are informed, took an
sctive part.  Aw his name denotrs, his
forefathers hail from Gallant Little Wa'es,
but he was born oo the Welsh Buack Bris-
tol. The veteran has gone oul cuied and
is, a8 might be expected, lond in his praises
of De. Lothbridge,  He w an old miner
and tutends resuming ‘ prospecting’ et
once nud has, as a stimulas, an intense de-
wire to find a good * specimen’ for the kind
matron (Mrs. Newman) aod her worthy
liushsnd, More power to him, wo say.
Wheu we maw him, nbovll{ after he hd
taken his bed in the ward, he reminded us
of worue of the canvassers who bad playcd
& prominent part doring an electioneering
campaign in America. Those in liviloals
never trouble themaelves as to the oppoasi-
tion they have to contend with, pliysically,
w0 ling ua they return their wan,

The Rev. G. F. Frewin (of Jamieson)
hies arranged with the [ocumbent of St.
John's, Alexandes, for an exchangs of
polpits oo Sunday next, 158h Beplomber,
when he will prosch morning and evening.
Ourrev. friend has recently been sppointed
Graad Chapliin to the Fr , and i

ing the treck and will Lave
t-cinas order for rece-day. The
der the leader-

t1 the plesaure of the day’s sport.

10 hear that there |- rvety likein
::::' Herr Bocker coming from Yeaand
¢ taking an tustrument, o
a Lalprng hand to " comnade
kindly «gpoeesi n of goodwi
ot Herr Becker o grontly sppreciatsi by
esch and every member of the Alezandra
band. A rece meeting without o band s
like giving & dance without wuwic, &t
loast such appears to owr winds. The
catering will be in the capable hands of
Mr. Harry Wood, which e » :.ﬂme:-'t
guarnatee thet the public will well-
provided for in this respect. The com-
mittee of Payoe's Kacing Cleb will leave
a0 stone snturoed io order to make Friday,
the 20th W‘l’ <mber, & pleasure for all who

d be

lospoctor's percentige, 91.  Buildings are

inn very matinfaciory state.  Furnitvre and

spparalan  satislacory.  Organizition s

sound and judiciovs.  Instruction has been

very carefully and tlw:un.l{ impartad,
h

Programme is respected. e Progress
made is very good.  Singing, drawing and
phywical drill are satisfactory. Discipline

and tone excellent,
to date,

The twelfth snniversary in connection
with the Yarck Presbyterian Church is
fixed for Monday evening, 30th inet. Mr.
M. K. M'Kenzie, M.P., will be present.

The annval meeting of the members of
the Alexsndra Cricket Club will be held
at the Shawrock hotel on Batarday evening
21wt inst., baviog been posipoved.

The following is the new order issued by
President and will be carried out uonder
his personal supervision :—The Prosident
and illors, ied by the shire
engineer, will visit Yarck on Thursday
next, 10th instant, for the pur of
inspecting the roads snd noling the parts
in need of repsir. The following times
table will as 1ar as practible be obwerved,
snd ratepa resident in the various
localities indicated, are invited to attend
to point out those places which require ur-
gent attention :—Leave Alexandrs, 9 a.m.,
reaching Catbkin, 10.15 a.m., Y 11.30
a.m., Junction of Middle Creek and Gobur
lloJo, 1.30 p.m., Kanumbra Creamery,
3"».-. The route from Yarck to Ale

Il be vis IHJ.IO Creek, Mesars, Mil.

lecords sre compiled

ler, and Collin's sod Miller's
ond school bosse. Inspection will
alvo be made Merton Gap Rosd and

of
road leading to Mr. D. Comming's property.

prog of seven

events. Ownes of borses are reminded
that entrios close for Hurdles, Handicap,
Shire Handicsp and Pony Race on Monday
pext st B p.m., ot the secretary ‘sofice. A
i ihe race committee will be beld |

on his way to Malbourne 80 Fulfil in Grand
Lodge the duties appersaining to bis ex.
alted positicn.

The farmers' excurslon train has been
fixed forto-morrow (Satnrday). As ‘The
Butterfly ' will be smoog the throng, wo
hope she will be able to furnish us with »
fow inlerenting items for onr lady resders.
Pumsengers holding Alexandra Road to
Melboarne cheap excursion tickets will be
silowed to join the special from Mansfield
at Cathkin snd trave, theace on sveh cheap
excursion tickets. Sharp's coach leaves
hero on Friday woming st 10 s.m. to
meet this traio—fare 2s.

Mr. M. K. M'Kenzle, M.LLLA., has ine
formed the president of the shire that it
in the intention of the Public Works De.
| putment to pay the second moiety of this
yesr's municipal cndowment during the
courne of this week, and that in sl pro=
bablity the amount due to this shire under
the Municipal Advances Bill will also be
w-l before the ead of the financia! yesr.

ith these amounts paid into the shiro re-
venue, the financial position of the council
will not be at all bad under the circum.
stances, and ex-president Scale will then
bave the satisfaction of knowing that his
expenditare for the year was just sbout on
& par with the revenue for that period.

There is nothing in this world that we
revers and hold in kindly remembrance
more than the memory of a departed re-
lative or friend, snd we all bave our own
manner of expressing same. Many a sileot
tear is shed wnknown ooly to those who
give way to their grief in this way. Othors

respect

mark their
‘God's Acre’ snd ing st the mouad ve-
der which is bidden the remasios of,

and the mourners take their leave, apper-

ently satisfied that a desire has been ful-
filled ; but bow erushing it must be to their
finer foeli

when they next sppear on the
smena Lo or that some graveywrd
-ohh-mlln‘-;nbynbbh}u
of ite friend's t © are ash to
sdmit that we have io Alexsndra one whose

st Wood's hotel on Wednesday eveniog
sext ot 8 sharp.
Mr. C. Edwarde, of Gobur, writes sak.

s to publish the followiag, sad it
s1de ve much plossore iou.'l)uz wilh
his woderate request - —To the Fdilor ;
~—Will you kindly give space in your ever
wseful columne, and sllow us (* the Gobur
people’) to thenk those who kindly gave
their time and talent 10 raise & fow pounds
to repair the old Wesleyan charch. | ssy
oli, because I think its the oldest in the
shire excopuing Alexandre. It had got
very much out of repair.  Fist, let us
thaok tie Hev. J. Saith, Mr. W. Vicing,
Mre. Wilson, Miss [rvine, Mr. J. Hill and
Mr. J. Davies, who came so fur and hel
wo well 10 make ou. concert & wuccess ; Mr,
Maitlsnd'snigger businoss, which amuses

?'l
ef §-
hy
i
3
§

| both o'd snd yousg . not forgetting the

Mewars Edward and L. W. Kasche, and
Mise Rasche an! Mr. Scale, who flled
the chair sdmirably, sad Mr. Warden with
hie (can't spell it), T thiak | shall use the
word in futare. it way me vut of
many a scandal. eosrn. Palwer snd

Comming have completed their contract of
repairing and renewin,

touches where required .
w» small and our wants ditto—bu. one wer-

with various tasty
Our populstion

vice s month sufices. Well, if money was

more plentiful 1 supposs we should have
more preachiug. 5o you see filthy lucre
produces roligwn,
whall get ous of my depth,

But | maust stop or 1

The order ca'ling sn inspection parsde of

the Alexandras detschment of F. Co. Vie
torian mounted rifles for the 1300 inst., by
ocossionally visiting | Colone]l Piice, has beeo postponed uonil
furthe: notwe, of which ev u‘ meowber will
receive potice by circular. e
bable that the parade will be postponed for
sny | a.theoed period, sod the cxtension
of time should be svailed of
in perfecting their drill 2o the utmost ex«
tent, 80 that credit may result frow inspec -
tion,
ovder, which meaps st everythiug is 10
be carried. Haws are 10 be worn and caps
carried on top of the overoost la the usual

in wol pro-

wembery

Dress forihe parsde will be warbing

The dress snd every article of kit

-way.

..!MIIwy should be turned out in the
highest state of cleanlioess and good order,
and especial attention should be paid o

sppenrsnce by haviag the hair

ent short and c'ean shaving by those wio
shave,
helf the cost of their uniforms
after this date, sa the funds at the diwposal
of the officer commmanding the Company

Becruits will have to pay ove

rom sod

will not permit of same beiug who ly e~

frayed out of sawe.

Inspector Gamble's report of result of

examination of Alexandra Woad school i —

ITospoctor's percentige, 91.  Buildiogs are

fit
i
ni}'[
iy
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caves, which he

i
the information of those intersated,

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 13th September 1895
Courtesy National Library Australia

CURRENT EVENTS

"We hear that sports are to
be held at the Cathedral-
side hotel on New Year's
Day next, when visitors
will have the opportunity
of exploring the caves in
the Cathedral Mount,
some of which run for a
distance of over 300 feet,
a description of which
appeared in the Standard a
few years ago, and are
well worthy of a visit.

Mr W. Burchell, junr., has
kindly consented to
conduct any person
through these caves,
which he is now fully
exploring for the
information of those
interested."

Alexandra & Yea Standard.
13th September 1895
Courtesy National Library
Australia.
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. Personal. 5

Mrs.: Jos. Brown accompan'cd by
her son:Desmond, is at the home of
her parents, Mr. and Mrs.>Wm. Bur-
chall, Cathedral Side Hotel, Taggarty.
The diamond. wedding of Mr.,aml Mrs.
Bukchall was celebrated last night.
The Burchall family ran the first mail
coach from Melbourne to Alexandra.
When the family first arrived at Tag-
gerty the way had to bg cut through
dense serub. The waggon was their
only home. On one occasion while
‘Mr. Burchall was- absent from the
camp it -was visited -by. blacks. =They
demanded- fcod from Mrs. Burchall
and let her understand that if she did
not comply ‘they would take her two
childlren away. The Kelly-gang are
reported to have.often visited the dis-
trict about. Cathedral, ‘and once they
shod their horses dt Bnrchall’s farm.
Once Mn Burchal encountered a pack
of dingoes. -They.were snapping at
the horses.hoofs but were scared off
by a shot. - Later Mr. Burchali visited
the camp of his. mate and found-anly.
"his eclothes and bones--he had bzen
caten .by. dingoes, . - .

The death occurred at" F‘reemantle '
Wesl Australia, on' Tuesday, of Mr.
Ste;phen Anderson, :the ‘eldest son' of
-the  late : Stephen. Anderson, whom
Werribee. folk will. remembe1 as.an
averseer ag Werribee Park in the carly
.days. The:late Mr. ‘Anderson wag;:a
brother of Mesdames John and Francis’
- Beamish. , His grandfather, the late
Mr, Armst‘rong, built" the. Racecourse |
TTotel, the first: buililing at” Werribee:
I\t ilu. time: it \\45 callcd the Bmlgcl
iy '

Werribee Shire Banner
Thursday 10th February 1927
Courtesy National Library Australia

The Cathedral-Side Hotel was burnt to the
ground for the first time.

This article also mentions the Kelly Gang
being in our area, and Dingoes once roaming
the area.

Werribee Shire Banner. 27th February 1927.
Courtesy National Library Australia.
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F'RES |N THE COUNTRY The Cathedral-Side Hotel was burnt to
—

the ground for the second time, just two
years after being de-licensed.

Delicensed Hotel Destroved

ALEXANDRA, Monday.—The Cathedral The Argus. 28th November 1933.

Side Hotel buﬂdl'ng. mtdw'ay between Bux- Courtesy National Library Australia.
ton and Taggerty, was destroyed by fire st
9 p.m. vesterday. The hotel was de-
licensed about two vears ago. 'The occu-
pants had a narrow escape. Some of
‘them had to leave the building in their
night attire. Mrs. A G. Burchall, the
wife of the owner of the premises, had
her hair burned while she was rescuing
' some of the seven children who were asleep
in different parts of the house. The cause
'of the fire is unknown. The bulilding
“was not insured.

The Argus
Tuesday 28th November 1933
Courtesy National Library Australia
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ALEXANDRA POLICE COURT

Wepsespay, Jasvary 8,

Excise v. M. A. Burchall, same offence.

Mr. Fynn [or defendant,

M. A. Barchall deposed she was licen-
see of Cathedral-sile hotel ; her son-in-
law bought the whisky and brought it

| out to the hotel ; it had never been tam-
| pered with by snyone and was served to
| enstomers exactly as she got it,
| " W. Barchall corroborated sbove evi-
dence, adding that he openel the bottle
of whisky. and thought st the time that
it was not Bourke's whisky ; it was
bought from Mr. J. Leckie ; the cap-
sule was loose when he gotit ; in another
bottle he bought he found s eorkscrew.
| mark in the cork and had teturned it that
day to Mr. Leckie.

To the Inspector : You offered to test
the bottle of whisky I have brought back
to-day before the court opened, but I had
not time to bring it to you.

Charles Jones deposed to purchasing
the whisky from Mr. Leckie's store, ani
that he had not tampered with it in any

way.

{"ined £1, with £3 143, 6d. costs—in
defaunlt distress ; liquor to be forfeited.
Excise v. Margaret Nicholls, same offence

Defendant pieaded guilty

The inspector said the whisky in this
case had been reduced to 30 under
proof.

Fined £2 with £3 14s. 6d. costs—in
default distress ; iquor to be forfeited.

Execution in all the excise cases was
stayed for a fortnight.

J, Batchelor v. J. Burchall, W.
Burchall and C. Joues.

Rescuing cattle seized for purpose of
impounding.

Mr. Giles for complainant, Mr. Fyno
for defendants.

James Batchelor, farmer, of Taggerty,
deposed : I know the defendants; my
lsnd adjoina that of W. Burchall's ;
I have been very much troubled with tres-
passing stock for some time past ; I gave
instructions to my sons to yard any
stock and take them to the pound ; on
the 19th December we yarded 3 horses
and on the 20th, at about b o'clock a.m.,
watered and had them fed ; afterwards
J. Burehall came along and asked me
what I was going todo with the horses ;
I eaid if he woulll give me the trespass
fees he ooull have them ; I then had a
chain and padlock placed on the gate so
that they might not be taken away ; told
young Burchall that if he did not pay the
trespass fees I woal ) impound them ; my
son was present at the time, standing
along side of me ; about two hours after
saw four men comsing towards me, one
flourishing = stick and the defendant (W.
Burchall) with an axe ; they all seemed
excited and W, Burchall broke open the
gate. and when I asked why he did so he
replied * You scare-crow, I will
show you.”

To Mr. Fynn : Had the horses fed in
the yards ; they were taken from one of
my paddocks which has a good fence ;
when 1 saw the fence un the morning of
the 19th it was in good order ; I never
had horses in my yards for a week ; I
asked for pound fees and expected to be
paid Bs. per head, as it was a cultivation
p..!dock.

To Mr. Giles : All defendants seemed
to be excite I,

Ernest Batchelor stated that he re-
sided with his father ; on the 19th De-
cember saw some stray horses in the
paddock and told his younger brother to
put them in tbe yard, which he did;
next day by instructions frora his father
he was going to take them to the pound
in Alexandra ; met the defendants in an
excited state ;J. Burchall was riding and
the others walking ; J. Burchall was
carrying a stick, W. Burchall an ax«,
who asked me to open the gats ; I re-
fused ; some talk ensaed ; when W,
Borchall opened a link in the chain of
the gate and p'aced it vn the fence ; then
took the horses away; Afterwards W,
Burchall came up to me and threatened
to knock a hole through me.

To Mr. Fyna—Fred Williams wus

in the creamery at the time, but came ||

out on hesring the disturbance ; I did
not bring the chain with me becanse I
did net think it was necessary ; have not
been in the habit of epening the chain
after it was locked ; Barchal’s horses

have been yarded previously, bat had

been taken out ; saw thesehorses fed and
watered.

John Bechelor corroborated the evi-
dence of the previous witness, as also did
Fred Williame.

W. Burchall (one of the defendants)
made &8 most rambling statement to the
beneh, but was checked by the magis-
trates, who said that when Mr. Giles was
eross examining bim he eruld not give
s direct answer, but when Mr. Fyon
asked him o question he was most vol-
nnnons

J. Barchall anl C. Jones also gave
evideuce in their vwn ‘el nce.

The beach decided in fining W. Bar-
chall £2 with £1 10s. 2d. costs ; J. Bur-
chall £4 with £1 54, 2d. coste , and C.
Jones £1 with £1 10s, 3d. costs.

Mr. Morrison remarked that the de-
[endants instesd of taking the law into
their own bandes had their remedy at
the hands of Jastice. [

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 10th January 1896
Courtesy National Library Australia

In December 1895, James
Batchelor was growing troubled of
his neighbour (William Burchall -
licensee of the Cathedral-Side
Hotel) who's stock would be
constantly trespassing onto his
property. A bitter fallout resulted
on the 20th of December 1895.

It has been speculated that this
fallout may have marked the end of
a relationship that saw Burchall
given permission to take visitors
onto Batchelor's property on the
way to the Cathedral Caves.

Up until that time Burchall would
take visitors to the Caves at
Cathedral - which were noted as
being opposite Batchelor's farm.

It is possible that this event marked
the end of their friendship and
Burchall was no longer granted
permission to access Batchelor's
property on the way to the caves.

If true, this would help explain why
the cave's existence fell from public
knowledge.

Alexandra & Yea Times.
10th January 1896.
Courtesy National Library Australia.
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THURSDAY 5TH JULY 1906
NATIONAL LIBRARY AUSTRALIA

The fact that the area was once inhabited by Aborigines is not disputed. It is recognised
that any caves in this area, may once have been used by those previously living here.

Kilmore Free Press. = Thursday 5th July 1906. Courtesy National Library Australia.
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THE STANDARD

—Friday, May o, 1932, —

C—

The local Lirauch of the Teachers'
[/nton will hold its May meeting
next Saturday, when there will “‘be
a geology excursion to Mt. Cathed.-
ral. Members of the general pub-
lic who are intere<ted may join the
party if they wish. The walking
will probably start from a spot near
Burchall's, and as there is some
fairly strennous climbing. sensible
walking costume is essential. Small
lunches, arranged in handy pack-
apes, should be taken, as lunch will
be partaken of at the top. Messrs
Buxton and Gerraty will lead the
party, and it is hoped to visit the
fossil beds. Cars will leave Alex-
andra at 9 a.m. and it is hoped to
get back by 3 p.m.

Alexandra & Yea Standard
Friday 6th May 1932
Courtesy National Library Australia

piece of information that has us wondering where!

Courtesy National Library Australia.

|

Our attention has also been drawn to a report regarding Fossil Beds
on the western face of the mountain. This is also another astonishing
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The approximate location of the

Batchelor 'Cathedral Side Hotel". Based on the

Property

Acheron River newspaper articles, it is thought that the

caves may be located up (east) and
slightly to the right of this property.

"l visited the property held by Mr
Batchelor, opposite the Cathedral, and
was much pleased by the evidences of

energy there displayed... There are
caverns about the Cathedral opposite"

The owner of the Cathedral Side Hotel

would take people through the caves,

which may have been a short walk up
the mount from the hotel.

-
Pt Bthargraphad at the Department of Landa and Surve Melhowrne b J;I'nc'-—
Rl

.9 *3,7 Fem '

nla.gov.au/nla.map-rm2741-19-sd-cd

Courtesy National Library Australia.


nla.gov.au/nla.map-rm2741-19-sd-cd

CATHEDRAL

IN SEARCH OF CATHEDRAL CAVES

To TAGGERTY, ALEXANDRA,
THornTON & EiLDON

A

THE TWO MAIN CONDITIONS
THAT NEED TO BE MET:

b o
<
o
8
g 1. Opposite Batchelor Property.
s 2. Near Cathedral Side Hotel.
TAGGERTY
RiveEr
\\\\\\\_QﬁﬂﬂLgyﬂ”——_'
CATHEDRAL
SIDE . THomAs BURCHALL 15
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Searching for a needle in a haystack

On Thursday 19 June, Ron Cooper, Allan Layton, Stephen Handbury and
myself headed up the Cathedral on our first attempt to try and find the

long lost Cathedral Caves. We didn't find them, though we made a great
start.
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We spent five hours in the field looking for the caves and gathering information.



NEAR THE TOP OF THE MOUNT

All images taken with an iPhone.

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE CAVES, PLEASE LET US KNOW.
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