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Please note that it is always dangerous to enter the Australian Bush. Ensure you have appropriate 

clothing and footwear, and carry sufficient water at all times. Always let someone know of your 

travel plans. It is strongly advised that you carry a fully charged mobile phone with you. 

In the event of discovering any caves, we would strongly advise against entering them without  

informing Parks Victoria staff and working with them to find the safest way to investigate the find. 

Further, we ask that you not make any find public, without the permission of Parks Victoria. 
Please always respect private property and local land owners. 

 
 

FACTSHEET #221 

H E R I T A G E  

T O U R I S M  

S E R I E S  



Government records tell us that when 

white-man first arrived in this district, 

the area now known as the Cathedral 

Range was home to over 600 men, women 

and children of the Taungurung tribe. 

 

 

A brief history of the Taungurung 

can be found on their website here. 

 

 

We ask that you please show 

respect towards this beautiful and 

historical Bushland Reserve and remember 

those that previously inhabited this land. 

http://taungurung.net/2011/04/taungurung_a_brief_history.html
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Name:  Cathedral Caves 

Mentions: 1890 - Alexandra Standard 

   1895 - Alexandra Standard 

Lost:  Around 118 Years 

We believe that the Cathedral Caves 
may be a series of caves located below 
the main Cathedral Mount. All 
information at this time is via two early 
newspaper articles that were published 
in the Alexandra & Yea Standard. 

C A T H E D R A L C A V E S  

Once used as a local tourist attraction, information on the Cathedral Caves - located on 

the western front of the main Cathedral Mount - is in very short supply. There are no 

photographs and currently only two articles have been identified that talk of the 

attraction. Both of these articles are from the late 1800s. Information from these two 

articles suggest that the caves may be substantial and significant in nature, though are 

also very hard to locate. 

 

From the articles, we understand that at least some of the caves have a distance of over 

300 feet. The 1895 article describes them as caverns and suggests they were large 

enough for bushrangers to take refuge in without the landowner's knowledge. It also 

suggests that the openings were hard to find and were initially the size of wombat holes. 

 

No pictures have been found of the caves and although we have been spreading the 

news of the possible existence for over four years, no contact has led to them being 

discovered. Some people confuse them with the Buxton Cave which is resting some 

distance behind the Buxton Pub, while others confuse them with Wells Caves of one of a 

number of other small caves found along the eastern face of the range. 

 

NO PHOTOGRAPHS CURRENTLY EXISTNO PHOTOGRAPHS CURRENTLY EXISTNO PHOTOGRAPHS CURRENTLY EXIST   

OF THE CATHEDRAL CAVES AND THEIROF THE CATHEDRAL CAVES AND THEIROF THE CATHEDRAL CAVES AND THEIR   

EXACT WHEREABOUTS REMAINEXACT WHEREABOUTS REMAINEXACT WHEREABOUTS REMAIN   

   UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME.UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME.UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME.   
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C A T H E D R A L C A V E S  

Based on the two articles, we feel that the caves may be located further up from where 

the popular 'Cathedral Side Hotel' was once located (between Clearview Court and 

Norman Road). 

 

For those interested in history, the Cathedral Side Hotel was once owned and 

operated by William Burchall who also ran the first Mail Coach from Melbourne to 

Alexandra. A newspaper article in the Alexandra and Yea Standard reports that 

when the Burchalls first came to the Taggerty area, they had to cut through thick 

scrub just to get the Mail Coach through. At that time, they slept in the Mail Coach 

as it was their only home. It was also reported in that same newspaper article that 

'Blacks' once visited Mrs Burchall when Mr Burchall was absent, and demanded 

food or they would take her two children away. Further, it reported that the Kelly 

Gang frequented the Cathedral Mount area and once shod their horses at the 

Burchall farm. Finally it mentions the presence of dingoes in the area, how Mrs 

Burchall once had a pack of dingoes snapping at the feet of her horse until a 

gunshot scared them away, and how upon visiting the campsite of one of his 

mates, William Burchall found he had been eaten by a pack of dingoes who had 

attacked him at the campsite - leaving only his clothes and bones. 

 

It is hoped that one day we will find these caves, so that Parks Victoria may be able to 

conduct a risk assessment and conclude that they hold tourism potential. 

 

With millions of people living just over the Black Range in Melbourne, a new tourism 

attraction may be a great way of enticing more of them into our district. 

 

Once it warms up again, we hope to attract a much larger base of people for foot 

searches. Such a move would help us cover large areas in a shorter period of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any information or can help in any way, please contact us. 

 

emailartworkz@gmail.com 

mailto:emailartworkz@gmail.com
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24 January 1890 First mention of the caves on the Cathedral Mount in an article 

published in the Alexandra & Yea Standard. 

 

13 September 1895 Second mention of the caves on the Cathedral Mount in an article 

published in the Alexandra & Yea Standard. 

 

20 December 1895 A bitter fallout between neighbours James Batchelor and William 

Burchall (licensee of the Cathedral Side Hotel) may have been 

what spelt an end to Burchall being allowed onto the Batchelor 

property to access the caves. There is no mention found of the 

caves after 1895. 

 

Wednesday 26 Dec 1901 The Cathedral Side Hotel was destroyed by fire for the first time. 

 

6 May 1932 A report in the Alexandra & Yea Standard made reference to 

Fossil Beds on the western side of the Cathedral Mountain and 

how people were being taken there to visit the attractions. We 

have not heard of this and like the caves, we are not aware of 

their location. 

 

27 November 1933 The Cathedral Side Hotel was destroyed by fire for the second 

time, just two years after being de-licensed. It was occupied at 

the time by an unknown family. 

 

2010 Artworkz first became aware of the caves from an article 

chanced upon during research on the Cathedral Ranges for the 

Historic Times Newspaper and our broader projects. We started 

asking people about the cave from this point on. 

 

March 2012 Artworkz 'Historic Times' editor Lawrence Hood included an 

article in the third edition of the Artworkz 'Historic Times' 

newspaper, in order to generate interest in the lost caves. 

 

January 2012 Long-term Buxton local, the late Jack Jones was asked about the 

caves, though only knew of the cave some distance behind the 

Buxton Pub. He had never heard of the existence of these caves 

and was surprised when told of them.  

 

May 2013 A friend was told by a local that caves matching this description 
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may have been used by a local thief to hide his loot up until his 

unexpected death in the late 1900s. They had no further 

information. It should be noted that the western front of the 

Cathedral Ranges contain numerous smaller caves, created by the 

large granite boulders resting upon each other. 

 

May 2013 Artworkz published this factsheet in order to broaden the range 

of information and interest. After our Elephant Rock factsheet 

ultimately led to the discovery of Elephant Rock, we realised 

having a more public document may help. 

 

4 June 2013 A WinTV interview by reporter Alexia Boland with Allan Layton 

and Leisa Lees saw Cathedral Caves spoken about as a new  

adventure we were pursuing. 

 

4 June 2013 Allan Layton, Leisa Lees, Shannon Carnes and David Hibbert 

conducted their first feet-on-ground look at the search area at 

Cathedral. This was to ensure any subsequent searches were 

focused in area of highest probability. This process was helped 

substantially by a composite map that Allan had made. This map 

incorporated all details known to date, including new information 

Allan Layton uncovered while researching the caves during the 

past week. A new map was created based directly on his work.  

 

7 June 2013 WinTV News ran a second 50 second piece on the Elephant Rock 

Discovery at the end of the news broadcast.  

 

14 June 2013 Artworkz published an article in their free eSplash eMagazine 

regarding the caves. It included a link to this factsheet. 

 

19 June 2014 The first field trip was conducted at the Cathedral Ranges 

looking for the Cathedral Caves. Involved were:  Ron Cooper, 

Allan Layton, Stephen Handbury and David Hibbert. No 

evidence of the cave complex was found. Refer Artworkz 

eSplash94 eMagazine - page26 - for more details). 

 

24 March 2015 Allan Layton made me aware of the fact that local John Fleming 

had discovered a cave on Cathedral Mount around six months 

ago. Little is currently known about the discovery except that it is 
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on the Cathedrals. A link to a site showing two images is here.  

 

3 July 2015 Local Geoff Proctor told us that he remembers human bones 

being found in a cave located on the western face of the 

mountain in the 1970s.  He remembers being on a walk with a 

group, when the discovery was made. Further investigations are 

being made. 

 

10 July 2015 Geoff Proctor discovered that William Burchall had an interest in 

a mine called the 'Indicator' and that a Burchall family member 

had suggested that the cave was thought to be close to the mine. 

He is still investigating the information regarding bones found in 

a cave (noted above - 3 July 2015). 

 

15 September 2015 An attendee to the "Magic Murrindindi" talk conducted by 

Artworkz members Allan Layton and David Hibbert chatted 

regarding the caves.  He told us that his father who is now aged 

in his eighties - was previously a commando in the Australian 

forces. During a training operation they were dropped at the front 

highway side of the Cathedral Range and told that they needed to 

climb the face and get over the top. He remembers his father 

telling him that during the exercise, they happened upon 

"massive caves" in the cathedrals. He told us he would contact 

his father and see if he has any further memories of the caves. 

 

 14 October 2015I Credible information received regarding the positive 

identification of a cave in the Cathedral Ranges where the 

Johnson's daughter (abducted in the late 1800s) was held in for a 

number of months before being rescued. Information was 

received via Kathie Maynes and is currently being investigated. 
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http://m.parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/cathedral-range-state-park?original_referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fparkweb.vic.gov.au%2Fexplore%2Fparks%2Fcathedral-range-state-park&asset_id


Page 9 

Historic 

Factsheet 

TIMELINE 

Page 9 

The Cathedral Side Hotel in 1906. 

 

In 1895, licensee of the Cathedral-Side Hotel (William Burchall) would take visitors 

to the Cathedral Caves. This appeared to end in December of that year after a bitter  

disagreement between James Batchelor and neighbour William Burchall, over 

Burchall's cattle continuously crossing into Batchelor's property. 

 

It has been suggested by a local historian that William Burchall may have needed 

permission from Batchelor to access his land when taking people to see the caves, 

and that this permission could have been withdrawn after the dispute. 

 
Courtesy State Library Victoria. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/57497202
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See the next page 

for a zoomed in 

version of the 

relevant text. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/57487582
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"There are caverns about the cathedral opposite, which have never yet been 

thoroughly explored. They have apparently been formed by the wombats penetrating 

in subterranean crevices of the rock, and the openings are difficult to discover. 

Proofs are not wanting, however, that they were known and inhabited by white men 

long before the farming residents had any knowledge of their existence, and it 

appears almost demonstrated that they were once the secret haunts of the 

bushrangers who infested the region when the Wood's Point diggings were in the 

height of their prosperity. Perchance in the gloomy recesses of these fissures there 

may be bleaching skeletons, with rusted rifles still in the clutch of the bony fingers, 

guarding hoards of illicitly gotten gold - who knows? At all events these relics of, 

for this colony, a remote and buried antiquity, are well worthy of a fuller 

investigation than has yet been accorded to them." 
 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard.     21st April 1890 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 
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CURRENT EVENTS 

 

"We hear that sports are to 

be held at the Cathedral-

side hotel on New Year's 

Day next, when visitors 

will have the opportunity 

of exploring the caves in 

the Cathedral Mount, 

some of which run for a 

distance of over 300 feet, 

a description of which 

appeared in the Standard a 

few years ago, and are 

well worthy of a visit. 

Mr W. Burchell, junr., has 

kindly consented to 

conduct any person 

through these caves, 

which he is now fully 

e xp lo r i ng  f o r  t h e 

information of those 

interested." 
 

 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard.     

13th September 1895 

Courtesy National Library 

Australia. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/57506809
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The Cathedral-Side Hotel was burnt to the 

ground for the first time. 

 

This article also mentions the Kelly Gang 

being in our area, and Dingoes once roaming 

the area. 

 
Werribee Shire Banner. 27th February 1927. 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 
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The Cathedral-Side Hotel was burnt to 

the ground for the second time, just two 

years after being de-licensed. 

 
The Argus. 28th November 1933. 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 



Page 15 

Historic 

Factsheet 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 

Page 15 

In December 1895, James 

Batchelor was growing troubled of 

his neighbour  (William Burchall - 

licensee of the Cathedral-Side 

Hotel) who's stock would be 

constantly trespassing onto his 

property. A bitter fallout resulted 

on the 20th of December 1895. 

 

It has been speculated that this 

fallout may have marked the end of 

a relationship that saw Burchall 

given permission to take visitors 

onto Batchelor's property on the 

way to the Cathedral Caves. 

 

Up until that time Burchall would 

take visitors to the Caves at 

Cathedral - which were noted as 

being opposite Batchelor's farm. 

 

It is possible that this event marked 

the end of their friendship and 

Burchall was no longer granted 

permission to access Batchelor's 

property on the way to the caves.  

 

If true, this would help explain why 

the cave's existence fell from public 

knowledge. 

 

 
Alexandra & Yea Times. 

10th January 1896. 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 
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The fact that the area was once inhabited by Aborigines is not disputed. It is recognised 

that any caves in this area, may once have been used by those previously living here. 
 

Kilmore Free Press.     Thursday 5th July 1906.     Courtesy National Library Australia. 
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Our attention has also been drawn to a report regarding Fossil Beds 

on the western face of the mountain. This is also another astonishing 

piece of information that has us wondering where! 
 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 



The approximate location of the 

'Cathedral Side Hotel'. Based on the 

newspaper articles, it is thought that the 

caves may be located up (east) and 

slightly to the right of this property. 

 

"I visited the property held by Mr 

Batchelor, opposite the Cathedral, and 

was much pleased by the evidences of 

energy there displayed... There are 

caverns about the Cathedral opposite" 

 

The owner of the Cathedral Side Hotel 

would take people through the caves, 

which may have been a short walk up 

the mount from the hotel. 
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nla.gov.au/nla.map-rm2741-19-sd-cd


THE TWO MAIN CONDITIONS 

THAT NEED TO BE MET: 

 
1. Opposite Batchelor Property. 

2. Near Cathedral Side Hotel. 



Artworkz Reporter David Hibbert.  

FFF I R S TI R S TI R S T    S E A R C HS E A R C HS E A R C H    ---    1 9  J1 9  J1 9  J U N EU N EU N E    2 0 1 42 0 1 42 0 1 4    

TTTHEHEHE   CCCATHEDRALATHEDRALATHEDRAL   CCCAVESAVESAVES   
   

III NNN    S E A R C HS E A R C HS E A R C H    O FO FO F    T H ET H ET H E    L O N GL O N GL O N G    L O S TL O S TL O S T    T O U R I S MT O U R I S MT O U R I S M    AT T R A C T I O NAT T R A C T I O NAT T R A C T I O N    

 

Searching for a needle in a haystack 

On Thursday 19 June, Ron Cooper, Allan Layton, Stephen Handbury and 

myself headed up the Cathedral on our first attempt to try and find the 

long lost Cathedral Caves. We didn't find them, though we made a great 

start. 



We spent five hours in the field looking for the caves and gathering information.  

---    AAA S C E N D I N GS C E N D I N GS C E N D I N G    T H ET H ET H E    R O C K YR O C K YR O C K Y    WWW E S T E R NE S T E R NE S T E R N    FFF A C EA C EA C E    ---    

19 J19 J19 JUNEUNEUNE   201420142014   



IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE CAVES, PLEASE LET US KNOW. 

---    NNN E A RE A RE A R    T H ET H ET H E    T O PT O PT O P    O FO FO F    T H ET H ET H E    M O U N TM O U N TM O U N T    ---    

All images taken with an iPhone. 
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