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Name:  Patrick (Paddy) Perkins 

Born:  10 October 1838 

Migrated:  To Victoria, Australia in 1855 

Died:  17 May 1901 at Hawthorn (63) 

Known for: Castlemaine XXXX beer 

Patrick once lived at Woods Point, and 

with his brother Thomas, they were the 

inven to rs  o f  t he  we l l  known 

Castlemaine XXXX Beer brand. Patrick 

was also the first Major of Woods Point. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Early life 

Patrick (Paddy) Perkins was born in 1838 at Tipperary, Ireland, second son of Thomas Perkins 

(farmer) and Ellen (née) Gooley. He migrated with his family to Victoria, Australian in 1855 

and was successful in working the Ballarat Goldfields with his brother Thomas. In 1859, 

Patrick and Thomas purchased an single £8,000 share allotment in the Reedy Creek mine. Two 

years later in 1861, Patrick married Ellen Mary Hickey to whom he had eight children (four 

boys and four girls). 

 

 

Woods Point Brewery 

Around this time he moved to Jamieson in Central Victoria where his Uncle William Gooley 

resided. William had been the first to discover gold near Woods Point when he found gold in a 

creek near Woods Point in 1861. The creek was later named in his honour (Gooley Creek). 

 

He and his brother Thomas also opened the 'Perkins Brewery' at Woods Point. It is here that it 

seems that the Perkin Brothers first introduced the X branding, with the production and sale of 

the 'Barclay and Perkins's XXX Stout'. In those days it was popular by brewers to use the X 

rating system to donate alcoholic strength. 

 

 

XXXX 
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It was at Woods Point that Patrick made the news in 1863 

when another man was charged with embezzlement 

against the Perkins Company 'Perkins & Co'. 

 

In 1864, in an article titled 'Woods Point Mania' written by 

a correspondent for The Age Newspaper, it described how 

at Woods Point a glass of Perkin's Colonial Beer cost one 

shilling per glass. (The Star Newspaper of Ballarat, Friday 

8 April 1864). 

 

In 1865, Patrick became Major for Woods Point and in 

1866 acted as Major to promote the Governments position 

on a tariff that related to the Appropriation Act and Land 

Act.  

 

 

Toowoomba 

During 1866 Patrick and Thomas visited Toowoomba in Queensland. Three years later they 

opened Queensland's first brewery (14 December 1869) there. In 1872 they expanded their 

enterprise by purchasing the City Brewery located in Mary Street Brisbane. His brother 

Thomas managed the Queensland businesses while Patrick continued his affairs in our District. 

The Queensland business quickly expanded to Brisbane after they took over the City Brewery 

in Mary Street, Brisbane. Their Castlemaine XXXX beer hit the spot with the Queensland 

drinkers, and quickly become one of the more popular beers in the state. 

 

In August 1868, while brother Thomas managed the Queensland affairs, Perkins, a councillor 

of Woods Point, retired via rotation, along with prominent local John Whitelaw. In that same 

year Mr H Perkins built the Thornton Hotel, which became the Baudewig Hotel circa 1875. 

 

 

Passage refused 

Patrick Perkins was still in the District in 1872 when the Alexandra Times (Saturday 

7 December 1872 and  Saturday 14 December 1872) described an incident involving him and 

John Whitelaw. Two articles describe how when riding in the Cobb & Co Mail Coach, his 

friend (newly elected candidate Mr Whitelaw) was refused passage over the Goulburn River 

by an angry Mr Knowles. His travelling companion was Patrick Perkins, and he was allowed 

passage using a small boat. 

 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66344027
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66344027


Page 6 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

Page 6 

Death of Thomas 

On Saturday 26 August 1876, it was reported in the Alexandra Times newspaper that 

Queensland brewer Mr Thomas Perkins (formerly of Jamieson) had died (aged 35) after a fall 

from his horse. Patrick was in Queensland at the time of his brothers death. Soon afterwards in 

that same year Patrick Perkins moved to Brisbane to take control of the brewery businesses. In 

an article written in the Alexandra Times dated Saturday 2 September 1876, it was noted that 

both brothers had made a significant mark in relation to the promotion of mining locally. 

 

 

Politics and Employment 

The following year (1877) Patrick entered the Legislative Council as member for Aubigny, at 

Darling Downs, a position he lost in 1884 due to election irregularities. 

 

In 1879, Perkins became Secretary for the Public Lands Department (a position he held until 

1883). He was a hard working minister, though lacked wisdom and benevolence which 

resulted in him earning a reputation for a short temper and inability to receive criticism. A 

drunken tirade cost him dearly amongst his supporters and his leader and his involvement in 

the notorious Peak Downs affair saw his reputation damaged further. Eventually his behaviour 

cost him a position in the new Ministry of 1888. His tenacity saw him run and win Cambooya 

in 1888, though in 1893 he didn't contest the seat. He was appointed to the Legislative Council 

on the 23 May 1893, a position he held this position until his death. 

 

During his political life, he floated a company called 'Perkins & Co' in 1888. The business 

strategy saw him combine a brewery with a hotel business with limited  success. Thought this 

was also the start of a period of numerous financial failings that threatened his financial 

security. 

 

Patrick died of Bronchial Pneumonia on Friday 17 May 1901 at Hawthorn, where he had been 

living for three months. In his will, £100 was left to the Riverview College, £250 to other 

charities, and his wife received the rest of the estate, valued at £4,000. 

 

 

Castlemaine Perkins Pty Ltd 

In 1928 the brewery was taken over by the Castlemaine Brewery, which had been established 

in Queensland in 1878 by the Fitzgerald brothers. The merged company was named the 

Castlemaine Perkins Pty Ltd. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
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10 October 1838 Born at Tipperary, Ireland, second son of Thomas Perkins 

(farmer) and Ellen (née) Gooley. 

 

1855 Migrated with his family to Melbourne, Australia. 

 

1859 Purchased an 8000 pound share allotment in the Reedy Creek 

Mine on the Ballarat goldfields. 

 

1861 Married Ellen Mary Hickey. 

 

1861 Moved to Woods Point from Jamieson. 

 

1863c Set up a brewery under the name of Perkins & Co. 

 

1865 Elected as the first Major of Woods Point, 

 

13 October 1865 George Washington Power born at Jamieson to William Grene 

Power and Mary Teresa Power (née) Perkins. Mary was the 

sister of Patrick and Thomas Perkins. 

 

1866 Patrick and Thomas visited Toowoomba in Queensland. 

 

1868 Patrick built the Thornton Hotel. 

 

14 December 1869 Opened their first brewery at Toowoomba. 

 

1872 Purchased the City Brewery.  

 

26 August 1876 Thomas died, aged 35 years, after falling from his horse. 

 

1876 Moved to Toowoomba. 

 

1877 Entered the Legislative Council as member for Aubigny. 

 

1879 Became Secretary for the Public Lands Department. 

 

17 May 1901 Patrick died at Hawthorn aged 63. 

 

1928 Brewery taken over by the Castlemaine Brewery. 
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Patrick (Paddy) Perkins 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

One of the first mentions of Barclay & Perkin's XXX Beer 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Charges of embezzlement from Perkins 

& Co of Jamieson 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Patrick Perkins elected Major of Woods Point in 1865 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Woods Point Major Patrick Perkins acts to promote the Government regarding 

the implementation of a tariff - as a part of the Appropriations Act, 

and the Land Act in 1866. 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Perkins runs for and becomes a Councillor at Woods Point 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Goulburn River Crossing trouble for 

friend Mr Whitelaw 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Death of Thomas Perkins in 1876 
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N E W S PA P E R S  

Death of Patrick Perkins in 1901 



L O C A L  P o e t r y  f r o m  t h e  1 8 0 0 s  

F r o m  l o c a l  m e d i a  s o u r c e s  

ORIGINAL AND 

SELECTED POETRY 
 

 

A Legend of Saint Dunstan 
 

 

 

In his workshop, Dunstan the bellows did blow, 

Shifting the cinders and stirring the fire ; 
What he was making I scarcely do k now, 

Far there's no one living of whom to enquire. 

 

But we know that he was a mechanical Don. 

And that it was a present meant for the Queen 

Some hold the opinion - I do for one - 

He was making a Singer's Sewing Machine. 

 

The saint fell faint from the heat of the coke ; 

He was holding the tongs in the furnace fire, 

So he left the there, and sat down for a smoke, 

And a drought of Barclay & Perkins entire. 

 

Well the beer being strong he got drunk as a piper, 

And fell fast asleep in the midst of his glee, 

When a voice from behind cried "You jolly old swiper 

That infernal machine is a keepsake for me." 

 

The saint recognizing the horns tail and claws - 

Old Beelzebub's self, there was nothing more clear, 

Flew straight to the fire without making a pause, 

Saying "Nick, wait a moment, your keepsake is here." 

 

He caught up the tings, seized Old Nick by the nose. 

And branded him well 'till he roared with the pain. 

And when he released him as you may suppose, 

He ne'er paid Saint Duncan a visit again. 

 

And how for my moral, I'll give you one quick, 

(That is if, my friends, you a moral desire). 

When you are expecting a visit from Nick, 

Be sure and have always the tongs in the fire. 

 

Darlingford, 20 September 1838 

 

Patrick Perkins 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

The 
 

Alexandra TimesAlexandra TimesAlexandra Times   
 

Friday 22 September 1868 
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