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Name:  Rubicon Falls 

Location:  Rubicon River 

   Rubicon State Forest 

Significance: One of the larger waterfalls 

   found in our district 

The Rubicon Falls is located near the 

top of the Rubicon Range on the 

Rubicon River. It was once a major 

tourism attraction, though lost popularity 

in the mid 1900s. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Rubicon Falls were discovered in 1905 by a party investigating the timber potential of 

the Rubicon forest prior to commencing sawmilling operations. Shire Engineer 

W Muntz and Cr John Leckie JP commented at the time that the Rubicon Falls were:  
 

… better than either the Steavenson or Snob's Creek Falls, which are 

ranked amongst the finest waterfalls in the Commonwealth. 

Rubicon Falls during a wet 

weekend in July 2013  
© Allan Layton 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

They soon became a popular 

tourism attraction and it was 

common for tourists to visit the 

Rubicon area, sleeping in huts and 

tents at the bottom of the ranges 

(where camping grounds now 

exist). They would then visit 

Elephant Rock and the Rubicon 

Falls by foot, a trip that followed 

an established track and took most 

of the day. 

 

It is believed that the Falls became 

less popular as a result of the 1939 

bushfires. but it is also likely that  

the establishment of the Rubicon 

Hydro Scheme in 1926 had an 

impact after water was diverted 

away from the river above the 

Falls and returned to the river 

below the Falls - thereby reducing 

their visual impact. 

 

The Falls are especially beautiful 

after a heavy soaking rain, though 

the closure of the seasonal track to 

motor vehicles during the wetter 

months (up until 2016) made 

visiting the Falls harder. 

 

Then in 2016 the Rubicon Road 

was permanently closed to all 

motor vehicles due to ongoing 

track-slips. The Falls can now only 

be accessed by foot via a 2.9 km 

hike up Rubicon Road. Rubicon Falls circa 1914 
Courtesy National Library Australia 
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1905 Rubicon Falls was discovered in 1905 by a party 

investigating the timber potential of the Rubicon Forest prior 

to commencing sawmilling operations.  

 

15 November 2009 Artworkz conducted their first photoshoot of the Falls. 

 

18 March 2013 Artworkz conducted their second photoshoot of the Falls. 

 

14 July 2013 Allan Layton conducted a photoshoot of the Falls. 

 

21 July 2013 Artworkz conducted their third photoshoot of the Falls. 

 

2016 Rubicon Road permanently closed to traffic during the 

warmer months due to significant and ongoing road slippage. 

 

20 June 2013 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1910 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2013 

G A L L E R Y  
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New Falls Alexandra  - Rubicon Falls circa 1911 

Photographer JP Campbell - Courtesy Rod Falconer 2012 
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Page 11 

HISTORIC  

FACTSHEET 

G A L L E R Y  

Oddfellows Picnic at Rubicon Falls 1913 

 
Courtesy State Library Victoria 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1914 

Photographer Rev George Cox - Courtesy State Library Victoria 2012 
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New Falls Alexandra  - Rubicon Falls circa 1915 

Photographer CGL - Courtesy Tony Ballino 2013 

G A L L E R Y  
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Rubicon Falls circa 1919 

Courtesy Kathleen Chanter 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1920 

Photographer Lin Cumming - Courtesy Sandra Cumming and State Library Victoria 2012 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1920 
 

Photographer Lin Cumming - Courtesy Sandra Cumming and State Library Victoria 2012 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1920 

Courtesy Colin & Jenny Myers 2012 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1920 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2016 
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Rubicon Falls circa 1930 

The Falls are still beautiful today, though are hard to see through the trees, and the roadway 

is a seasonal road, which is closed during the wetter months.  
 

Photographer George Rose - Courtesy State Library Victoria 

G A L L E R Y  
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Rubicon Falls circa 1940 

Photographer Charlie Norbury - Courtesy John & Maureen Norbury 2013 

G A L L E R Y  
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Near fall over Rubicon Falls 

Seymour Express, 5th February 1915     

Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  

Rubicon Fern Glades and Elephant Rock 

 
The Age 

December 12th 1926 

Courtesy Google News 2013 
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Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2013  
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Where beauty and history meet 

A beautiful place where the remnants of the historic Timber Tramway and 

the modern Rubicon Hydro Electric System sit together. 

RRRUBICONUBICONUBICON   
FFFALLSALLSALLS   

   
 
  

RRRUBICONUBICONUBICON   RRRANGESANGESANGES   
18 M18 M18 MARCHARCHARCH   201320132013   



---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 8  M1 8  M1 8  M A R C HA R C HA R C H    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    

Summer when water is bypassing the Falls and piped directly to the power station  



A large pool area is visible at the bottom of the Falls  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 8  M1 8  M1 8  M A R C HA R C HA R C H    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



The Falls as viewed from the road  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 8  M1 8  M1 8  M A R C HA R C HA R C H    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



In the early 1900s the Falls were part of a tourism daytrip that included Elephant Rock  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 8  M1 8  M1 8  M A R C HA R C HA R C H    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



A close-up shows large granite boulders sculptured by water and time  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 8  M1 8  M1 8  M A R C HA R C HA R C H    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Photograph © Allan Layton 2013  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

 

A wet weekend and a long walk was a great reward. 

Seeing the Falls in full flow is rare, so when an opportunity arose, I 

walked to the beautiful Rubicon Falls from the locked seasonal gate. 

RRRUBICONUBICONUBICON   
FFFALLSALLSALLS   

RRRUBICONUBICONUBICON   RRRANGESANGESANGES   
   

BBBYYY   AAALLANLLANLLAN   LLLAYTONAYTONAYTON   
14 J14 J14 JULYULYULY   201320132013



Photograph © Allan Layton 2013  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 4  J1 4  J1 4  J U L YU L YU L Y    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Photograph © Allan Layton 2013  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 4  J1 4  J1 4  J U L YU L YU L Y    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Photograph © Allan Layton 2013  

---    TTT H EH EH E    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    1 4  J1 4  J1 4  J U L YU L YU L Y    2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  2 0 1 3  ---    



Artworkz Reporter © David Hibbert 2022  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

RRRUBICONUBICONUBICON   FFFALLSALLSALLS   
 
  

RRRUBICONUBICONUBICON   SSSTATETATETATE   FFFORESTORESTOREST   ---   7 A7 A7 AUGUSTUGUSTUGUST   202220222022   

A walk through nature to a stunning waterfall 
Rubicon Falls is a hidden gem that we always enjoy walking into. On a wintery 
Sunday we started early, dressed warm and carried an umbrella just in case. We 
were blessed with an excellent day and beautiful views along the entire walk. 

Spotted pardalote 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spotted_pardalote
http://www.esplash.me/pdf/etbook_district_waterfalls.pdf


Oddfellows picnic at Rubicon Falls circa 1913  

---    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    ---    

Rubicon Falls was discovered in 1905 by a party investigating the timber potential 
of the Rubicon forest prior to commencing sawmilling operations. Shire Engineer 
W Muntz and Cr John Leckie JP commented at the time that the Falls were:  
 

… better than either the Steavenson or Snob's Creek Falls, which are 
ranked amongst the finest waterfalls in the Commonwealth. 

 
 

Rubicon Falls soon became a popular tourism attraction and it was common for 
tourists to visit the Rubicon area and sleep in tents at the bottom of the Ranges in 
campgrounds. They would visit Elephant Rock and the Rubicon Falls by foot, a hike 
that followed an established track and took most of the day. 
 
It is believed the Falls dropped in popularity after the 1939 Bushfires. However it is 
also likely that the establishment of the Rubicon Hydro Scheme in 1926 had an 
impact on its popularity as water was diverted by the scheme away from the river 
(just above the Falls and returned to the river below the Falls). 
 
The track to the waterfall was permanently closed in 2016 to all motor vehicles due 
to ongoing track-slips. This means you will need to hike the 2.9 km up the formed 
track from the Rubicon Power Station (commonly called the haulage). There is no 
official signage along the way or viewing area with interpretive signage at the site, 
but it will be clear you are there when you can easily see the waterfall. 
 
Thanks to the rocky nature of Rubicon Road, it is easier to hike to the viewing area 
in the wetter months. Views of the river are gorgeous and the flora and fauna is 
abundant along the walk. The Falls are best after a heavy soaking rain. 
 

A l w a y s  l e t 
someone know of 
your travel plans, 
wear appropriate 
clothing and carry 
food and water 
with you. Be 
aware of snakes 
and spiders at all 
times. 
 
Camping sites are 
available in the 
beautiful Rubicon 
Valley. 
 



Greenshield lichen on a rock in the falls and two rock -based lichen species  

---    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    ---    

Possible candy lichen 
Icmadophila eucalypti 

Possible common 
button lichen 
Buellia erubescens 

Greenshield lichen 
Flavoparmelia caperata  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavoparmelia_caperata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buellia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icmadophila


On the way up the valley we checked on the status of the Rubicon River Bridge replacement  

---    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    ---    



Views along the 2.9 km hike up the formed track to the waterfall roadside viewing area  

---    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    ---    



Views from near Rubicon Falls roadside viewing area  

---    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    ---    



Moss with what may be its tiny fruiting bodies  

---    RRR U B I C O NU B I C O NU B I C O N    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    ---    
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