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HISTORIC 

FACTSHEET 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Name:  Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 

Location:  Toolangi State Forest 

Style:  Elevated Walk 

Walk time: 45 minutes circuit  

Facilities:  Carpark, toilet, Picnic tables 

The Aboriginal word 'Wirrawilla' is 
roughly translated 'Green Trees', and 
this cool temperate rainforest does not 
disappoint in this regard - being 
dominated by green moss and trees. 

The Wirrawilla Rainforest is an example of a damp cool temperate rainforest, and is one 

of just a handful left in Victoria. Over 95 percent of cool temperate rainforests are 

located in Tasmania, so the importance of this 'Moss Forest' cannot be overstated. One 
of the dominant species in the area is the beautiful Australian native Beech Myrtle, 

which is beautiful in autumn as its leaves colour and drop to the forest floor creating a 

layer of colour that is magical to see. Flora and fauna also abound in this complex     

eco-system, which is easily visible from the wooden elevated platform that runs through 

a section of the wet valley an a circuit. Historically, the walk is located around 1.5 km 

above the once popular Sylvia Falls, which are no longer accessible to the public. 
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Carpark area and toilet at the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk in 2016 
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One of the elevated platforms at the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 
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Interpretative signage at the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 
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Meeting area at the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 
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Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 
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Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 
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Pure water at the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 
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Wooden platforms dominate the walk, making i t accessible all year  

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    
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OOOURURUR   DDDISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT'''SSS   ONLYONLYONLY   CCCOOLOOLOOL   TTTEMPERATEEMPERATEEMPERATE   RRRAINFORESTAINFORESTAINFOREST   WWWALKALKALK   

 

A beautiful elevated Rainforest Walk 

The Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk is a truly beautiful walk that meanders 
through some of Victoria's best rainforest. The area is a great daytrip 
destination, affording the visitor a wide range of experiences. 



The walk is centred around the intersection of the Myrtle and Sylvia Creeks  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    

The Wirrawilla Rainforest 

area is one of just a few 

remaining areas on the 

Australian mainland where 

areas of cool temperate 

rainforest still exist. 

Ninety-five percent of 

Australia's cool temperate 

rainforests are now found in 

Tasmania. 



The platforms can stil l be slippery when wet, so ensure you have quali ty footwear  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    



You will need to be aware of leeches in the wetter months  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    



During the wetter months moss and lichen abound  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    

The word 'Wirrawilla' is a 

loosely translated Aboriginal 

word with the suggested 

meaning of 'Green Trees'. 

Once you have visited the 

area, you will see that there 

is no doubt that this cool 

temperate rain forest is 

dominated by green trees, 

moss, lichen and fungi.   



You are literally walking through the rainforest  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    



(Top) The raised platform.     (Bottom) The water running through the rainforest.   

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    



Signage, facili ties and platforms are all  excellent  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wirrawilla+Rainforest+Walk/@-37.528447,145.519495,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x6b2827c1af3cc813:0x328ddf4ed1cf8714


The lower section of the Sylvia Falls, which is now inaccessible  

---    SSS Y L V I AY L V I AY L V I A    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    C I R C AC I R C AC I R C A    1 9 1 0  1 9 1 0  1 9 1 0  ---    

Sylvia Falls was once a 

more open and accessible 

tourist attraction. Today they 

are all but lost to the tourist. 

This is even though they are 

close to Melbourne and 

could give travelling visitors 

another great attraction that 

would compliment the 

Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk. 



A hard bushwalk rewarded us li ttle, with this view of the Upper Falls our only reward  

---    SSS Y L V I AY L V I AY L V I A    FFF A L L SA L L SA L L S    2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  2 0 1 4  ---    

Although the Sylvia Falls still exist, access to 

the Falls area is thwart with danger and not 
encouraged. It is hoped that one day this once 

splendid waterfall tourism attraction may be 

opened back up to the public. This would 

create more reason for visitors to visit the 

Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk Area. 



Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    2 0 1 6  2 0 1 6  2 0 1 6  ---    

TTTOOLANGIOOLANGIOOLANGI   SSSTATETATETATE   FFFORESTORESTOREST   
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CCCOOLOOLOOL   TTTEMPERATEEMPERATEEMPERATE   RRRAINFORESTAINFORESTAINFOREST   WWWALKALKALK   ---   PPPUBLISHEDUBLISHEDUBLISHED   24 J24 J24 JUNEUNEUNE   201620162016   

 

Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk. 

It was not that long ago that I reported on this amazing walk and now 
we are here again and enjoying it as much as the first time. This is a 
gem in our local tourism industry - yet many have never been here. 



HIDDEN SHOE 

Modern facili ties and carpark area. We had our lunch on an undercover table  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wirrawilla+Rainforest+Walk/@-37.5284469,145.5173063,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b2827c1af3cc813:0x328ddf4ed1cf8714!8m2!3d-37.5284469!4d145.519495?hl=en-AU


Local flora and fauna abound  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    

The Aboriginal word 
'Wirrawilla' is roughly 

translated 'Green Trees', 
and this cool temperate 

rainforest does not 
disappoint in this 

regard - being dominated 
by moss and trees. 



Well established elevated walking platforms  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    



Fairy Tree  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    



Light dancing on water  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    

http://www.groundspeak.com/


Quality signage is found at different spots along the rainforest walk  

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    

With over 95 percent of Australian cool temperate rainforests located in Tasmania, 
the Wirrawilla Rainforest is a prized spot for Victorians. It is one of those locations 
that I like to visit on a semi-regular basis, and is a photographers dream location.  



Signage 

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    

Species identification signs. 



Signage 

---    WWW I R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L AI R R A W I L L A    RRR A I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S TA I N F O R E S T    WWW A L KA L KA L K    ---    



Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk 

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    2 0 1 8  2 0 1 8  2 0 1 8  ---    

 

Giant Moss (Dawson superb) 

The Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk is a favourite for many, and it has a few 
interesting surprises. One is that it is home to excellent examples of the 
Giant Moss Dawson superba, the tallest self standing moss in the world. 

TTTOOLANGIOOLANGIOOLANGI   SSSTATETATETATE   FFFORESTORESTOREST   
WWWIRRAWILLAIRRAWILLAIRRAWILLA   WWWALKALKALK   

 
  

TTTALLESTALLESTALLEST   MMMOSSOSSOSS   INININ   THETHETHE   WWWORLDORLDORLD   ---   PPPUBLISHEDUBLISHEDUBLISHED   13 A13 A13 APRILPRILPRIL   201820182018   



Tallest in the World  

---    GGG I A N TI A N TI A N T    MMM O S SO S SO S S    DDD A W S O N I AA W S O N I AA W S O N I A    S U P E R B AS U P E R B AS U P E R B A    ---    

The Giant Moss, as it is more commonly called, is actually the species Dawsonia superba 

and is named after English banker and botanist Dawson Turner. He was born in 1775, 

elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1802, elected a foreign member of the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences in 1816 and died in 1858. This species is unique as it is the 

tallest self-supporting moss in the world. Incredibly, a very excellent population of this 

wonder is found right here in Central Victoria, at the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk. 

 

Unlike other mosses which struggle to circulate moisture throughout their extremities—

forcing them to grow low to the ground, Dawsonia superba is unique as it is able to 

circulate life-giving moisture to all of its extremities, even when it is nearing its tallest 

height. 
 

The Giant Moss generally grows to 60 cm, though in some instances has been recorded 

nearing a metre in height. Giant Moss is found in eastern Australia from Queensland to 

Victoria and Tasmania, as well as in small populations in New Guinea. Significant 

populations are also found on both islands of New Zealand. Interestingly, while it is one of 

the larger and taller mosses in the world, the species has one of the smallest spores in the 

moss kingdom. They are so small, that spores are often spread by nothing more than 

droplets of water falling from above and hitting the moss. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dawson_Turner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow_of_the_Royal_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dawsonia_superba


The moss survives in wet temperate rainforests (top)  

---    GGG I A N TI A N TI A N T    MMM O S SO S SO S S    DDD A W S O N I AA W S O N I AA W S O N I A    S U P E R B AS U P E R B AS U P E R B A    ---    



The moss survives in wet temperate rainforests (top)  

---    GGG I A N TI A N TI A N T    MMM O S SO S SO S S    DDD A W S O N I AA W S O N I AA W S O N I A    S U P E R B AS U P E R B AS U P E R B A    ---    



The moss survives in wet temperate rainforests (top)  

---    GGG I A N TI A N TI A N T    MMM O S SO S SO S S    DDD A W S O N I AA W S O N I AA W S O N I A    S U P E R B AS U P E R B AS U P E R B A    ---    



The moss survives in wet temperate rainforests (top)  

---    GGG I A N TI A N TI A N T    MMM O S SO S SO S S    DDD A W S O N I AA W S O N I AA W S O N I A    S U P E R B AS U P E R B AS U P E R B A    ---    

We highly recommend a visit to the Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk. If you 
end up there, seek out the Giant Moss, use your camera, and enjoy the 
undercover picnic area where you can reflect on this amazing area.  
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