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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Name: Alexandra War Memorial 

Unveiled: 1952 

Location: Leckie Park Reserve 

  Alexandra, Victoria 

Included: 1924 Soldiers Memorial 

Unveiled in 1952, the Alexandra War 

Memorial in Leckie Park incorporates the 

Soldiers Memorial originally unveiled in 

Grant Street during the 1924 Anzac Day 

ceremony. 

The Alexandra 'Soldiers Memorial' was sculptured by Sculptor Margaret Baskerville 

(1861-1930) and originally located in Grant Street, Alexandra 1917 opposite the 

Commercial (Corner) Hotel. 
 

 A newer and larger War Memorial precinct was later unveiled in Leckie Park Reserve 

near the Bowl Club during the 1952 ANZAC Day Ceremony. This relocation followed 

the establishment of a 'War Memorial Committee' which raised money from the 

community for the new memorial and to relocate of the original 1924 Soldiers Memorial 

shown above right. 

Page 4 
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T I M E L I N E 

20 April 1917 The Prime Minister of Australia wrote to certain religious  

denominations requesting they hold services on ANZAC 

Day. 

 

25 April 1917 The first ANZAC Day ceremonies were held across the 

district. At Alexandra the State School was the first venue 

used. 

 

3 March 1924 On Monday 3 March, the Soldiers Memorial was unveiled in 

Grant Street, Alexandra. Lord Stradbroke officiated. Three 

images of the event supplied by contributors show that a veil 
was actually draped over the memorial before its unveiling. 

 

25 April 1952 After money was raised by a 'War Memorial Committee' and 

the public to construct a new War Memorial in Leckie Park. 

This included money to move the existing Soldiers Memorial 

from Grant Street to the new park site. The new War Memorial 

was officially unveiled ANZAC Day 1952. 

 
2015 Minor restoration works were conducted to ensure the War 

Memorial stayed in pristine condition. Minor restoration 

works were also conducted on the Princess Alexandra Statue. 

They were completed by ANZAC Day. 

 

 



GALLERY 
R E L AT E D  I M A G E R Y  



Courtesy Thelma Edwards 2015. 

THELMA EDWARDS COLLECTION 

D i s t r i c t  i m a g e r y  f r o m  y e s t e r y e a r !  

AAALEXANDRALEXANDRALEXANDRA   AAANZACNZACNZAC   DDDAYAYAY   192419241924   

The Alexandra War Memorial, seen here on Anzac Day 1924 was originally 
located at Barton's Corner (corner Downey and Grant Streets) Alexandra. 
 

The Alexandra Brass Band can be seen (left) possibly commencing the 
National Anthem (God Save the King) as gentlemen across the photo are in 
the process of removing their hats.  
 
This photograph was one of two received an hour after our 2015 ANZAC 
issue of the eSplash was published, yet totally unrelated to that issue at all 
as they were received from a contributor (Thelma Edwards) who did not 
know about the eSplash nor received it.  
 
This image is presumed the first of three photographs now recognised as 
being in the series. The other two follow.  Note the veil over the memorial. 

1/31/3  



Courtesy Alexandra RSL 2015. 

THELMA EDWARDS COLLECTION 

D i s t r i c t  i m a g e r y  f r o m  y e s t e r y e a r !  

AAALEXANDRALEXANDRALEXANDRA   AAANZACNZACNZAC   DDDAYAYAY   192419241924   

The Alexandra War Memorial, seen here on Anzac Day 1924 was originally 
located at Barton's Corner (corner Downey and Grant Streets) Alexandra. 
 

The Alexandra Brass Band can be seen (left) possibly commencing the 
National Anthem (God Save the King) as gentlemen across the photo are in 
the process of removing their hats.  
 
This photograph was one of two received an hour after our 2015 ANZAC 
issue of the eSplash was published, yet totally unrelated to that issue at all 
as they were received from a contributor (Thelma Edwards) who did not 
know about the eSplash nor received it.  
 
This image is presumed the second of the three photographs now 
recognised as being in the series. One precedes this and the other follows. 
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Courtesy Alexandra RSL 2015. 

ALEXANDRA RSL COLLECTION 

D i s t r i c t  i m a g e r y  f r o m  y e s t e r y e a r !  

AAALEXANDRALEXANDRALEXANDRA   AAANZACNZACNZAC   DDDAYAYAY   192419241924   

The Alexandra War Memorial, seen here on Anzac Day 1924 was originally 
located at Barton's Corner (corner Downey and Grant Streets) Alexandra. 
 

The Alexandra Brass Band can be seen (left) possibly commencing the 
National Anthem (God Save the King) as gentlemen across the photo are in 
the process of removing their hats. This gives credence to the assumption 
that it is the National Anthem. The officer  standing on the left of the War 
Memorial has left his hat on which is standard military protocol during the 
playing of the National Anthem. This is the only photo of the War Memorial 
we are aware of with a raised platform for dignitaries. 
 
This image is presumed the third of the three photographs now recognised 
as being in this series. The other two precede this image. 

3/33/3  



Page 12 

HISTORIC 

FACTSHEET 

Unveiling of the Alexandra War 
Memorial 3 March 1924. 

 
A photographer has his camera and 

tripod setup on the roof of the Barton 
Butcher store. The tripod legs are 
identical to the tripod legs used by 

Alexandra Photographer Lin 
Cumming at that time.  

 
Could this be Lin Cumming covering 

the event with his camera? 
 

The photos on the previous three pages  
were likely taken by this camera based 

on the angles and elevation. 
 

Photograph courtesy Mick McEvoy 2016. 

G A L L L E RY  
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Opening of the Alexandra Soldiers Memorial in 
Grant Street, Monday 3 March 1924 by Lord 
Stradbroke, the Governor of Victoria. 

 
Later in 1954 it was moved to Leckie Park. 
 
Argus Newspaper. 
Courtesy National Library Australia. 

Unveiling of the 
Alexandra War 
Memorial 
3 March 1924. 

 
Courtesy Geoff Hayes 
Alexandra Standard.. 

G A L L L E RY  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Rous,_3rd_Earl_of_Stradbroke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Rous,_3rd_Earl_of_Stradbroke
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/1899916
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The Alexandra War Memorial in its original location. 
 

Photograph courtesy Jeanie Webb 2010. 

G A L L L E RY  



Soldiers Memorial circa 1925. 
Courtesy John & Maureen Norbury. 
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The Soldiers Memorial circa 1926 in its original location in Grant Street. 
Photograph courtesy Leisa Lees and Ron Cooper 2013. 

G A L L L E RY  
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The Soldiers Memorial in its original location in Grant Street 
Photograph courtesy 2010 Wayne & Jo Miller 

G A L L L E RY  
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The Soldiers Memorial circa 1926. 
 

Photograph courtesy Courtesy State Library Victoria 2014. 

G A L L L E RY  
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Circa 1940Circa 1940Circa 1940   

Alexandra War Memorial SouvenirAlexandra War Memorial SouvenirAlexandra War Memorial Souvenir    

P a m  P e t e r s e nP a m  P e t e r s e nP a m  P e t e r s e n    C o u r t e s yC o u r t e s yC o u r t e s y    

The Soldiers Memorial was sculptured by Sculptor Margaret Baskerville 
(1861-1930) and originally located in Grant Street, Alexandra (above). A 

newer War Memorial was unveiled in Leckie Park Reserve during the 

1952 ANZAC Day Ceremony. This was following the establishment of 

the 'War Memorial Committee' which raised money for the new 

memorial and relocation of the original 1924 Memorial shown here. 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/37454303/fs-286_Alexandra_War_Memorial.pdf


   
Circa 1950Circa 1950Circa 1950   

Alexandra War Memorial CupAlexandra War Memorial CupAlexandra War Memorial Cup   

L e i s a  L e e sL e i s a  L e e sL e i s a  L e e s    C o u r t e s yC o u r t e s yC o u r t e s y    

A tourism cup depicting the Soldier's Memorial which was located at Barton's 

Corner, Grant Street in Alexandra. The Soldier's Memorial was relocated to 

Leckie Park at Alexandra in the early 1950s and is a central component of the 

Alexandra War Memorial Precinct.  



Page 22 

HISTORIC 

FACTSHEET 

G A L L L E RY  

Postcard by HJ Vallance of Anzac Day 25 April 1940 at Alexandra. 

Photographer H. J. Vallance.    Courtesy Ted & Val Hall 2016 
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Alexandra's Soldiers Memorial in Grant Street circa 1950. 

A 1948 Ford Ute can be seen on left with a Mitchell's or 

McKenzies bus on right. 
 

Courtesy Norm & Marie Stace 2015 

G A L L L E RY  
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Alexandra's Soldiers Memorial in Grant Street circa 1950. Note the same cars as the 

photograph on the previous page. These may have been shot keepers vehicles. 
 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2013 

G A L L L E RY  
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Alexandra's Soldiers Memorial in Grant Street before it was moved to Leckie Park 1952. 
 

Photograph courtesy 2010 Shirley Rees 

G A L L L E RY  
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Alexandra's Soldiers Memorial in Grant Street circa 1950. 

 

The photograph was captioned Bob, Pat, Jack and June at Alexandra. 

 
Courtesy Leisa Lees 2013. 

G A L L L E RY  
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The Soldiers Memorial in its original location in Grant Street circa 1950. 
Photograph courtesy 2010 Herald & Weekly Times & Julie Howard-Schachner 2011. 

G A L L L E RY  
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The War Memorial unveiled 1952 included the moving of the 

Soldiers Memorial seen here on the right. 
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The new War Memorial unveiled 1952. 
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The new War Memorial unveiled 1952. 
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The new War Memorial unveiled 1952. 
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G A L L L E RY  

The new War Memorial unveiled 1952. 
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G A L L L E RY  

The new War Memorial unveiled 1952. 
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Sculptor Margaret Baskerville 1861-1930. 

G A L L L E RY  
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QF 25 PounderQF 25 Pounder   

G A L L L E RY  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordnance_QF_25-pounder
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The Great War Roll of Honour of 1914 to 1919 at the Alexandra Primary School 
For King and Country, Lest We Forget. 

G A L L E RY  
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Commonwealth of Australia 
WAR SERVICE CALL 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

13 October 1913 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  



To the Men of Alexandra! 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

19 May 1916     

Courtesy National Library Australia. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/64751971
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Reference to the first ' ANZAC Day' service in Alexandra after a request 
from the Prime Minister to various religious denominations. 

Alexandra & Yea Standard,     Friday 20 April 1917. 
Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/64753197
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Reference to the first ' ANZAC Day' service in Alexandra, 
held at the Alexandra State School.  

Alexandra & Yea Standard,     Friday 27 April 1917. 
Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/64753209
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Reference to a week long "Special ANZAC Holiday Appeal". This is 
reference to the first ANZAC Ceremony at Alexandra. 

Alexandra & Yea Standard,     Friday 27 July 1917. 
Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/64753531
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Opening of the Alexandra War Memorial Monday 3 March 1924. 
 

Lord Stradbroke, the Governor of Victoria officially opened the War Memorial. 
Later in 1954 it was moved to Leckie Park. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard,     Tuesday 4 March 1924. 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/1899916
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The Soldiers Memorial was officially 

opened Monday 3 March 1924. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 
Friday 19 January 1940. 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 

N E W S PA P E R S  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/64739546


7th Battalion's War Record. 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

4 January 1934 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 



1952 Anzac Day 1939-45 

War Memorial Unveiled. 
 

Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 2 May 1952 

Courtesy National Library Australia. 



Page 51 

HISTORIC 

FACTSHEET 

THE MOVING OF THE WAR MEMORIAL 
 

 

The War Memorial Committee recently invited Mr. Alex Hall, 

architect, of Melbourne, to visit Alexandra and discuss matters 

relating to a memorial for the 1939-45 war. The architect, after 

inspecting the present memorial, pointed out that it would be 

impossible to 'combine the existing memorial with' a new one to 

make a suitable joint memorial on the present site of the 1914-18 

memorial because of insufficient space. 

I recommended that the 1914-18 memorial should be removed to 

an appropriate site and combined with a new one to give a 

completely satisfactory result and proper memorial for both wars. 

It is hoped that there will be a large and representative attendance 

at the public meeting on the evening of August 15th, at 8 p.m., to 

discuss this important matter. It is imperative that Alexandra 

should finalize plans for a suitable memorial. 

 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 4 August 1950 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  
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Alexandra War Memorial. 
 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

27 April 1951 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

THE MOVING OF THE WAR MEMORIAL 
 

 

War Memorial Committee unveiling and Dedication 

Ceremony of the new Memorial on 

Anzac Day 25th April, 1952. 

 

Order  of ceremony 2 p.m Returned Soldiers, C M F , Boy Scouts and 

Girl Guides Alexandra Band assemble at top of Grant Street. 2-15 

Commencement of March. 2-30: Commencement of Unveiling 

Ceremony at the Monument Hymn' "Divinity," by : Alexandra Band'. 

Prayer by Chaplain 'S. Taylor (RAAF). Cr. C. Davy, Chairman 

Memorial Committee-. Shire President, Cr. A. W. Jones. The Hon. Mr. 

P. Inchbold, M.L.C Minister of Education, who will carry out the 

Unveiling Last Post: Dedication Prayer Chaplain Taylor. Laying of 

wreaths in following order . R S.L., the State, the Shire, Boy Scouts, 

Girl Guides, the Public. Usual Anzac Service to follow Speaker-, Major 

J M. Turner M.B.E. E.M. 

 

 
Alexandra & Yea Standard 

18 May 1952 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  
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Alexandra War Memorial. 
 

Alexandra & Yea Standard 

Friday 23 May 1952 

Courtesy National Library Australia 

N E W S PA P E R S  
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History of war statues 
 

Courtesy Rex Tate 2010 

N E W S PA P E R S  
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ANZAC’ S  

THE CENOTAPH AT ALEXANDRA’S LECKIE PARK 

 

The bronze statue of a World War One soldier ‘resting on arms’, was sculptured in 1920 
by Margaret Baskerville. The cost was raised by public donations and fund- raising 

functions. It was dedicated and erected at the main intersection in 1922 with over 1,000 
citizens present  to express to the families and friends of the fallen their shared grief and 

sympathy. As a tombstone it is representing the 60,000 soldiers left in overseas 
cemeteries. The Cenotaph is one of over 4,000 Cenotaphs erected between 1920 and 

1934 in Australia by local citizen’s committees. 
 

On the plinth are five brass plates showing (1) the names of the heroes who lost their 
lives in defense of their country and its freedoms. (2) the Light Horse charge at 

Beersheba, (3) the names of five major battlefields, (4) the Rising Sun Badge and (5) a 
Tribute, from the Citizens of the District. 

 
Included in the names is Maygar, L.C. a Victoria Cross Awarded from the Boer War, who 

as a Brigadier died of wounds near the Beersheba battle in 1917. 
 

The whole structure was moved to the present site in Leckie Park in 1952 due to traffic 
problems at the original street intersection. The official unveiling was held 25 April 1952.  
The Shire Council added the World War Two memorial, with a brass plaque of five men 

and two women of the Services, and 24 names of those killed in action. A foot level 
plaque reads: 

 
‘We have a voice, with which to pay the debt, of boundless love ad reverence, 

and regret. To those great men who fought’  
 

In 1970 a third memorial was added by the Shire Council, to honor those serving in 
Malaya, Korea, Borneo, Vietnam (naming J.L. Menz). The R. S. L. has since added  

Peacekeeping 1947 — and B.C.O.F. (Japan) — in 2007 and 2009. 
 

A Lone Pine tree was planted in 2006, for Gallipoli memory The Field Gun represents 
vigilance and preparedness to defend our Country and its hard won freedoms. 

 
A Souvenir Postcard of this Cenotaph is available at the Visitor’s Centre, Rotary Park. 

 
LEST WE FORGET 

 
By Rex Tate 



Artworkz 

 

Serving the Community 


