
CathedralCathedralCathedral   

State ParkState ParkState Park   

The GorgeThe GorgeThe Gorge   



THE GORGE AT CATHEDRAL 

 

 

 
CONTRIBUTORS 

 

 
Parks Victoria 

 
Jamie Flynn 
Ian Foletta 

Greg Goschnick 
Stephen Handbury 

Joshua Hibbert 
Mitchell Hibbert 

Allan Layton 
David & Debbie Hibbert 

 

 

N A T U R E  

S E R I E S  

FACTSHEET #294 



Page 3 

Historic 

Factsheet 

T H E G O R G E 

Name:  The Gorge 

Location:  Cathedral State Park 

   Taggerty, Central Victoria 

Managed:  Parks Victoria 

GPS:  S37.168667, E145.874583 

The Gorge is a rock feature consisting 
of two large rock formations with a 
gorge between. The gorge has a 
small creek running through it and is 
home beautiful to flora and fauna. 
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The Gorge August 2015. 

The Cathedral Range is a large limestone sedimentary rock feature in Central Victoria 

known for its stunning vistas as well as its beautiful walks, Day Visitor Areas, Camp 

Areas and rock climbing opportunities. It is also home to stunning rock formations such 

as the popular North and South Jawbone formations and the Gorge. 

 

The park is managed by Parks Victoria who recognise this as the traditional land of the 

Taungurung People - who once numbered in the hundreds and lived in and around the 

Cathedral Mount and Acheron River. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/37%C2%B010'07.2%22S+145%C2%B052'28.5%22E/@-37.168672,145.874588,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0?hl=en
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Little is know about the Gorge except that it has been visited from time to time by 

people who knew of its whereabouts. Recently a private pine plantation located near 

Cooks Mill Camp Area and in front of the Gorge was felled, providing a view of the 

Gorge not usually seen. 

 

The Gorge was first bought to our attention by Alexandra Adventurer Stephen Handbury 

and then a few days later by Photographer Jamie Flynn. Subsequent scouting trips led to 

photo essays in eSplash128 and eSplsh130 published 14 August 2015 and 11 September 

2015. 

 

The Gorge is a visually magnificent rock formation, though currently no track exists to 

the site. Hence, any attempt to visit the area must be done by trekking through virgin 

bush and at your own risk. 
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2014 A private logging coup was cleared of its pine trees, 

allowing an uninterrupted view of the gorge rock formation 

for the first time in many decades. 

 

9 August 2015 Artworkz Alexandra Adventurer members conducted their 

first trip to the Gorge, visiting and climbing a section of the 

left (southern) rock formation. 

 

18 August 2015 Artworkz Adventurer's Allan Layton and David Hibbert 

spoke with Parks Victoria officer Ian Foletta regarding the 

geographical nature of the gorge rock formation and the 

Cathedral Ranges and Blue Range. We learnt that the entire 

Cathedral Ranges (including the gorge) are of a limestone 

geology, while the Blue Range to the east are of volcanic 

origin and made up primarily of granite. 

 

21 August 2015 Artworkz commenced this factsheet. 

 

23 August 2015 Artworkz Alexandra Adventurer members conducted their 

second trip to the Canyon, this time visiting the right 

(northern) formation, entering the gorge and placing a 

number of geocaches at the site. 





Artworkz 

MEDIA 

MENTIONS 



Seen from Little River Walk Track, between Neds Gully and Cooks Mill Camp areas.  

TTTHEHEHE   GGGORGEORGEORGE   
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Startling local volcanic rock formations 

Affectionately called the Fingers of Rock by us, it is a stunning formation. 

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

DEPARTMENT:  PARKS  V ICTORIA  
M INISTER:  L ISA  NEVILLE  



(Top) Entrance to the gorge.      (Bottom) Sitting on a rock on the southern face.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

Ned's Peak The gorge North Jawbone Peak 

The gorge Southern Face The gorge Northern Face 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.3729122,145.7458219,2524m/data=!3m1!1e3?hl=en


(Top) The left rock formation.     (Bottom) The right rock formation.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

We are not yet aware how 

deep these cracks are. We 

hope to get back to the site 

soon. We welcome others 

knowledge or photographs.  



A stream in the valley below the gorge.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Climbing the left (southern) rock formation.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

The Cathedral Ranges is a highlight of Central Victoria, attracting large 

numbers of visitors each year. Being local, we spend a lot of time out at 

the park, however we had no idea that this feature even existed until a 

logging coup was cleared - revealing this magical wonder to the world. 



The two rock faces with a large gap between.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

RIGHT (northern) ROCK 
FORMATION 

LEFT (southern) 
ROCK FORMATION 



Can you see the Keeper of the Gate?  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

PARK BROCHURE 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/314533/Park-note-Cathedral-Range-State-Park.pdf
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C l i c k  E s s a y  t o  D o w n l o a dC l i c k  E s s a y  t o  D o w n l o a dC l i c k  E s s a y  t o  D o w n l o a d    

This can be in the form of a journey in time (however large or This can be in the form of a journey in time (however large or This can be in the form of a journey in time (however large or 

small) or a series of events or collection of observations. We try to small) or a series of events or collection of observations. We try to small) or a series of events or collection of observations. We try to 

keep our PhotoEssays to around 11 pages, creating a new concise keep our PhotoEssays to around 11 pages, creating a new concise keep our PhotoEssays to around 11 pages, creating a new concise 

way for our talented and sharing photographers to present their way for our talented and sharing photographers to present their way for our talented and sharing photographers to present their 

work to the world. Please contact us to contribute.work to the world. Please contact us to contribute.work to the world. Please contact us to contribute.    

An Artworkz An Artworkz An Artworkz 

PhotoEssay (aPe)PhotoEssay (aPe)PhotoEssay (aPe)   

is a short piece of is a short piece of is a short piece of 

writing writing writing 

accompanying a accompanying a accompanying a 

series of series of series of 

photographs, that photographs, that photographs, that 

together teach the together teach the together teach the 

reader something of reader something of reader something of 

the topic and the the topic and the the topic and the 

writer themselves. writer themselves. writer themselves.    

Just another way we are ShowcasingJust another way we are ShowcasingJust another way we are Showcasing   
Our District's talented PhotographersOur District's talented PhotographersOur District's talented Photographers   

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/37454303/Artworkz_aPe_028_Cathedral_SP_The_Gorge.pdf


Seen from Little River Walk Track, between Neds Gully and Cooks Mill Camp areas.  

TTTHEHEHE   GGGORGEORGEORGE   
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A second trip into the centre of the gorge  

This trip we were able to walk inside the gorge and climb the right side. 

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

DEPARTMENT:  PARKS  V ICTORIA  
M INISTER:  L ISA  NEVILLE  



Swamp Wallaby.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Getting closer.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



A river crossing was a photographic opportunity.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

PARK BROCHURE 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/314533/Park-note-Cathedral-Range-State-Park.pdf


Eastern Grey Kangaroos near the gorge.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Climbing into the gorge, defined by rock walls on each side  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



(Top) Southern wall.    (Bottom) Looking out.     (Inset) Layers of burnt wood.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



(Top) Entrance to The Gorge.      (Bottom) Sitting on a rock on the southern face.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

In the gorge.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



The small creek running through the gorge.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



(Top) Fungus.    (Bottom) Overgrown gorge entrance.     (Inset) Leaf.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



(Top & Bottom) Fingers of Rock.    (Inset) Fauna.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



The southern gorge wall taken from the northern gorge wall.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Looking inbetween two fingers of rock on the left (northern) rock face.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



The walk back saw us cross the creek again.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



An uprooted tree still  holding on in the forrest below the gorge.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Tree sap.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.3729122,145.7458219,2524m/data=!3m1!1e3?hl=en


Fungi.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Back at Cooks Mill Camp Area, once home to an historic timber mill.  

---    TTT H EH EH E    GGG O R G EO R G EO R G E ,  C,  C,  C A T H E D R A LA T H E D R A LA T H E D R A L    SSS T A T ET A T ET A T E    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    
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EssayEssayEssay   aPeaPeaPe   ArtworkzArtworkzArtworkz   
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EssayEssayEssay   

C l i c k  E s s a y  t o  D o w n l o a dC l i c k  E s s a y  t o  D o w n l o a dC l i c k  E s s a y  t o  D o w n l o a d    

This can be in the form of a journey in time (however large or This can be in the form of a journey in time (however large or This can be in the form of a journey in time (however large or 

small) or a series of events or collection of observations. We try to small) or a series of events or collection of observations. We try to small) or a series of events or collection of observations. We try to 

keep our PhotoEssays to around 11 pages, creating a new concise keep our PhotoEssays to around 11 pages, creating a new concise keep our PhotoEssays to around 11 pages, creating a new concise 

way for our talented and sharing photographers to present their way for our talented and sharing photographers to present their way for our talented and sharing photographers to present their 

work to the world. Please contact us to contribute.work to the world. Please contact us to contribute.work to the world. Please contact us to contribute.    

An Artworkz An Artworkz An Artworkz 

PhotoEssay (aPe)PhotoEssay (aPe)PhotoEssay (aPe)   

is a short piece of is a short piece of is a short piece of 

writing writing writing 

accompanying a accompanying a accompanying a 

series of series of series of 

photographs, that photographs, that photographs, that 

together teach the together teach the together teach the 

reader something of reader something of reader something of 

the topic and the the topic and the the topic and the 

writer themselves. writer themselves. writer themselves.    

Just another way we are ShowcasingJust another way we are ShowcasingJust another way we are Showcasing   
Our District's talented PhotographersOur District's talented PhotographersOur District's talented Photographers   

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/37454303/Artworkz_aPe_030_Cathedral_SP_The_Gorge_2.pdf
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