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Name:  Ashley John Cooper 

Born:  15 September 1936  

Known for: International Tennis Player 

   Finalist Wimbledon 1957 

   Winner Wimbledon 1958 

Ashley Cooper was an international 
tennis player and Wimbledon Finalist 
1957 (doubles partner Neale Fraser) 
and Forest Hills. He married Miss 
Australia 1957, Helen Wood, in 1959.  
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Wiki CCL 3.0. Courtesy Dutch National Archives. 

Ashley Cooper was born the 

eldest child of Ray Cooper and 

his wife in 1936 at Melbourne. 

He later attended the Alexandra 

Higher Elementary School where 

his father was a teacher. His 

mother was also a respected 

teacher and taught at the Eildon 

Weir State School where she is 

remembered as a good, thorough 

and well liked teacher. 

 

The Cooper family were in the 

district for around three years and 

lived in an old school house 

opposite the General Store at 

Eildon, Victoria. 

 

Ashley excelled in most sports, 

though did exceedingly well at 

cricket and tennis. He often 

played tennis on the tennis courts 

located at the southern end of the 

Alexandra Higher Elementary 

School (corner Webster and Nihil 

Streets) and it was here that his 

tennis skills were first noticed. He 

also trained on courts at the 

Burness property and Eildon's 

Harrison's Guest House. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashley_Cooper_%28tennis%29
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Ashley practised during school recess and lunchtimes and that while he mostly played 

against his father, sometimes older boys were called upon to fill in the gap. 

 

Some locals wanted Ashley to play cricket, however his father moved him towards 

tennis—acting as his coach and helping him to achieve a thorough training regime. 

 

Ashley was trained by Harry Hopman, one of Australia's great coaches, and was first 

selected to play in the Davis Cup Team in April 1954, requiring him to travel overseas 

for the first time. In honour of the occasion, the local Alexandra community gifted 

Ashley with a Shavemaster Electric Razor. A letter from Ashley thanking those behind 

the gift was received by Roy Cumming and published in the Alexandra Standard on 

Friday 7 May 1954. 

 

In 1957, Ashley led the Australian Davis Cup team, defeating the United States in the 

Challenge round at Kooyong. In 1959, Ashley married Helen Wood, who was herself a 

popular celebrity as the reigning Miss Australia in 1957. Their wedding was a high 

profile public event which attracted over 3000 people. 

 

Ashley was 5 foot 10 inches tall, right handed and a solidly built player. He excelled 

with his backhand return of serve which elevated him to one of the best tennis players 

Australia has ever produced. This was evident when in 1958 he won Wimbledon in both 

the singles (against Australian Neale Fraser) and in the doubles. 

 

He turned professional on 4 January 1959 and retired in 1962. Upon retirement, Ashley 

moved to Brisbane where he ran a family tennis and squash complex. He was a tennis 

player development administrator with Tennis Queensland and sat on the Board of 

Directors at Tennis Australia. He established the 'Coops' Centre and was a central figure 

in the early development of tennis player Pat Rafter. 

 

Ashley was inducted into the Sports Australia Hall of Fame in 1987 and has an 

inscription that reads: 'Give it your best shot'. He was inducted into the International 

Tennis Hall of Fame, Rhode Island, USA, 1991. 

 

Ashley is the older brother of John Cooper, who also played tennis and reached a world 

ranking of 30 in April 1968. He was a winner at the Davis Cup in 1973 and retired from 

tennis in 1975. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Hopman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miss_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pat_Rafter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Tennis_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Tennis_Hall_of_Fame
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Ashley died on 22 May 2020 after a long battle with illness. He was aged 83. His death 

came during the Covid-19 lockdown which robbed the family of a larger funeral. 
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15 September 1936 Ashley Cooper was born. 

 

Unknown The Cooper family moved to Eildon in Central Victoria 

where they lived in an old school house opposite the Eildon 

General Store for around three years. 

 

1947 Ashley Cooper features in Eildon Weir Primary School 

Sport's results. 

 

1947 A member of the Thornton Junior Cricket Club. 

 

1948 Played senior cricket for Eildon Weir. 

 

1948 Competed as a junior boy in the annual school sports of the 

Alexandra Higher Elementary School. 

 

1949 Received First Prize for Form 2 at the Alexandra School. 

(Alexandra Standard, 16 December 1949). 

 

April 1954 Picked to play in the Davis Cup overseas. 

 

April 1954 Presented with a Shavemaster electric razor as a gift for his 

selection from a number of Alexandra locals. 

 

1956 Finalist French Championships (doubles). 

 

1957 Finalist Wimbledon. 

 

1957 Finalist Australian Championships (doubles). 

 

1957 Runner up at U.S. Championships. 

 

1957 Married Miss Australia Helen Wood (Miss Queensland), a 

grade two teacher at Tinaroo Falls, 80 miles from Cairns. 
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1957-1958 Ranked world number one amateur tennis player for 1957 

and 1958. 

 

1958 Winner Australian Championships. 

 

1958 Winner Australian Championships (doubles). 

 

1958 Winner Wimbledon (opponent Australian Neale Fraser). 

 

1958 Winner at U.S. Championships. 

 

1958 Finalist Wimbledon (doubles). 

 

1958 Winner French Championships. 

 

4 January 1959 Turned Professional. 

 

1960 Finalist European Grand Prix. 

 

1962 Retired from tennis. 

 

22 August 2015 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 

 

1987 Inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame. 

 

1991 Inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame, Rhode 

Island, USA in 1991. 

 

2007 Presented with the Officer of the Order of Australia during 

the Queen's Birthday list for his service to Tennis. 

 

2009 Inducted into the Queensland Hall of Fame. 

 

22 May 2020 Ashley died aged 83, after a long battle with illness. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sport_Australia_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Tennis_Hall_of_Fame
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Four singles and four doubles: 

 

 

Singles: 

Australian Championships: Winner 1957, 1958 

French Championships: Semifinalist 1956, 1957, 1958 

Wimbledon: Winner 1958 

U.S. Nationals: Winner 1958 

 
Doubles: 

Australian Championships: Winner 1958 

French Championships: Winner 1957, 1958 

Wimbledon: Finalist 1958 

U.S. Nationals: Winner 1957 

Watch Ashley Cooper 

winning Wimbledon in 1958 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUydXIDrLv4&feature=youtu.be
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticlePdf/61193432/3?print=n
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticlePdf/26588946/3?print=n
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticlePdf/99518278/3?print=n
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticlePdf/63990655/3?print=n
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1954 newspaper cutting of 

Ashley Cooper in action 

 
Courtesy Ross and Nancy Coller 2015 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticlePdf/63990759/3?print=n
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