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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Name:  California Redwoods 

Location:  Binns Road, near Beech Forest 

  Great Otway National Park 

Managed:  Parks Victoria 

Start GPS: S38.667389, E143.579361 

In 1938, an experimental stand of 
Cal i forn ia Redwood (sequoia 
sempervirens) trees was planted 
along Binns Road, near the small 
township of Beech Forest in the 
Otway Ranges. It remains today. 
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In 1938, an experimental stand of California Redwood (sequoia sempervirens) trees was 

planted along Binns Road, near the small township of Beech Forest in the Otway 

Ranges. These remain today and have now grown to over 60 metres. The stand is now a 

part of the Great Otway National Park and is managed by Parks Victoria. The site 

includes a carpark area, picnic table and basic signage. The lovely Aire river runs 

through the stand which is downstream from the popular Hopetoun Falls. It is foreseen 

that the trees will double their height over the next 100 years, making them some of the 

worlds highest trees. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/38%C2%B040'02.6%22S+143%C2%B034'45.7%22E/@-38.667381,143.579355,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens
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1938 A stand of California Redwoods (sequoia sempervirens) was 

planted along Binns Road, near the township of Beech 

Forest in the Otway Ranges. 

 

Unknown The California Redwood Stand was incorporated into the 

Great Otway National Park and subsequently became 

protected from tree felling. 

 

5 October 2015 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 

 

9 October 2015 Artworkz published an article and this factsheet on 

eSplash133.

California Redwood Great Otway NP Parks Victoria 

T I M E L I N E  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/315582/Park-note-Great-Otway-NP-West.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/38%C2%B040'02.6%22S+143%C2%B034'45.7%22E/@-38.667381,143.579355,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x0
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/great-otway-national-park
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California Redwood Stand, Binns Road, near Beech Forest, January 2015.  

 
Photograph © Steven Hibbert 2015  
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California Redwood Stand, Binns Road, near Beech Forest, January 2015.  

 
Photograph © Steven Hibbert 2015  
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California Redwood Stand, Binns Road, near Beech Forest, January 2015.  

 
Photograph © Steven Hibbert 2015  
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California Redwood Stand, Binns Road, near Beech Forest, January 2015.  

 
Photograph © Steven Hibbert 2015  
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California Redwood Stand, Binns Road, near Beech Forest, January 2015.  

 
Photograph © Steven Hibbert 2015  
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The entrance to the California Redwood tree stand  

 

An amazing place to visit 

The Great Otway National Park is home to a large variety of wonders for 

everyone to enjoy. One less known wonder is the California Redwood 

Stand near the small township of Beech Forest. 

---    AAA R T W O R K ZR T W O R K ZR T W O R K Z    RRR E P O R T E RE P O R T E RE P O R T E R    SSS E R I E SE R I E SE R I E S    ---    

DDDEPARTMENTEPARTMENTEPARTMENT:::   PPPARKSARKSARKS   VVV ICTORIAICTORIAICTORIA   
MMMINISTERINISTERINISTER: : :    LLLISAISAISA   NNNEVILLEEVILLEEVILLE   

CCCALIFORNIAALIFORNIAALIFORNIA   RRREDWOODSEDWOODSEDWOODS   
 
  

GGGREATREATREAT   OOOTWAYTWAYTWAY   NNNATIONALATIONALATIONAL   PPPARKARKARK   ---   22 S22 S22 SEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER   201520152015   



A Trip to Remember 
 

The California Redwood stand at Cape Otway was first brought to my attention by my 

brother, Steven, while perusing some pictures he had recently taken. I was amazed that such a 

stand even existed in Australia and from that moment it was a priority for us to visit the stand. 

During the last school holidays we were afforded that opportunity. 

 

The day we left the district was beautiful, however once we reached Ballarat the weather 

turned for the worst - with gale force winds along the coast and temperatures at the Great 

Otway National Park below 10 degrees Celsius. We stayed at Colac the first night and the 

next morning we started the hour drive to Beech Forest and the California Redwood stand. 

 

When we arrived, the temperature was seven degrees, it was extremely windy and a light rain 

fell. However we had a great time casually wandering through the stand. We took a large 

number of photographs before heading back to the car and driving five minutes up the road to 

the Hopetoun Falls. They are one of my favourite Victorian waterfalls (behind Snobs Creek 

and Steavenson Falls of course) and they did not fail to impress once again. The Otway 

Ranges are full of magical wonders!  

The California Redwood Picnic Area beside the carpark  

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



(Top) California Redwood sign - (Bottom) The Redwood stand  

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



September 2015 

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Aire River 

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Aire River 

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Aire River 

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Standing tall  

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



The darker side of the stand  

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Branches reaching for the light  

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



Hopetoun Falls located just upstream of the California Redwood stand  

---    GGG R E A TR E A TR E A T    OOO T W A YT W A YT W A Y    NNN A T I O N A LA T I O N A LA T I O N A L    PPP A R KA R KA R K    ---    



California Lumberjacks work on California Redwoods in the early 1900s  

---    CCC A L I F O R N I AA L I F O R N I AA L I F O R N I A    LLL U M B E R J A C K SU M B E R J A C K SU M B E R J A C K S    C I R C AC I R C AC I R C A    1 9 0 0  1 9 0 0  1 9 0 0  ---    



California Redwood Stand 

Otway Ranges 

In 1938, an experimental stand of 
California Redwood (sequoia 
sempervirens) trees was planted 
along Binns Road, near the small 
township of Beech Forest in the 
Otway Ranges. These remain 
today and have now grown to 
over 60 metres. The stand is now 
a part of the Great Otway 

National Park and is managed by Parks Victoria. The site includes a 
carpark area, picnic table and basic signage. The lovely Aire river runs 
through the stand which is downstream from the popular Hopetoun 
Falls. It is foreseen that the trees will double their height over the next 
100 years, making them some of the worlds highest trees. 
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Y o u r  S u b m i s s i o n s  w e l c o m e  

Photographer: David Hibbert 
© Copyright David Hibbert 2011 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequoia_sempervirens
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